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The love-hate relationship between the USA and 
Israel, highlighted by Israel’s raid on Baghdad and 
Beirut, and America's suspension of F-16 
deliveries, makes one realise the need for 
continual explanation and information, 

More's the pity that it’s not being done by those 
responsible, our government. 

Thank goodness friends of Israel don't have to rely on 
their local newspaper in order to find out what is hap- 
pening here. The knowledgeable ones have THE 
JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION. 

Flown faster than airmail every Monday to over 
ninety countries, its 24 pages are packed with 
news, views, features, photos, cartoons and 
FACTS. 

Send someone a subscription. It can't be bettered. 
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To ike Editor if The Jerusalem Post 

Sir. — Your Editorial Comment 
on Maccabiah Revisited ( July 19) has 
left a bilter taste in the mouths of 
those who were fortunate enough to 
participate in the 1 1th Maccabiah. 

1 refer in particular to the 
penultimate paragraph of the 
editorial whercip you talk of 
“heavy-handed and clumsy closing 
ceremony... became a run-of-the- 
mill Zionist meeting... Fortunately 
the participants took little notice of 
the speeches...” 

To one whose organisation is par- 
ticularly Zionistically orientated (as 
opposed to other Maccabi organisa- 
tions in other parts of the world) 
these comments are hurtful and ex- 
tremely distasteful. I might advise 
you that each and every one of our 
team to whom I spoke, and there we 
numbered over 200, round the Clos- 
ing Ceremony awe-inspiring, fulfill- 


ing and uplifting. What is the Mac- 
cabiah? Is it not a subtle or less than 
subtle way of encouraging people to 
come on aliya and what better 
method than to fill them with emo- 
tion and place those prospective im- 
migrants in an atmosphere of orien- 
tution towards aliya? From all ac- 
counts from people who have at- 
tended previous Maccabiahs, this 
Closing Ceremony was by far the 
most outstanding one ever 
presented. 

We hope that, by the time the 
next Maccabiah comes around, 
those of us who were there this time 
to represent countries outside of 
Israel, will be there either to repre- 
sent Israel or to be citizens of the 
country. 

Trevor A. Traube 
Executive Director, 
S.A. Maccabi Council 

Johannesburg. 


GERMAN REPARATIONS 


To the Editor if The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — In his article on Germany 
and the distorted figures and facts 
about reparations that the Germans 
arc systematically distributing, (July 
30). Teddy Prcuss says rightfully 
that it is now more than ever lime to 
expose the truth even if it does not 
seem nice. 

Gcman lawyers involved in help- 
ing Jews with their claims arc appal- 
led at the evidence (hut the 
Germans demand. One cannot 
receive payment for claims on 
stolen goods such as jewelry,* 
paintings, an works, etc., unless 
there is evidence that the Germans 
look the stolen goods hack to Ger- 
many. Imagine this: some Jews 
found receipts that the Germans 
gave for goods “cnnfiscaied" from 
Jews. These are not sufficient to 
collect a claim; proof is still re- 


quired that the goods went back to 
Germany. To add insult to injury, if 
(he claimant should die in the 
process of making the claim, there 
is no heir allowed. 

H undreds of millions of dollars of 
claims have been lost by this twist of 
justice that no society has ever 
dreamt up. The Germans say that 
these are only personal claims. The 
German government deliberately 
drugs these trials out in the same 
way that they drag out the Nazi 
cri me trials. There is one difference: 
the Muidanek trial went on for 
years to give life to these murdering 
Germans; the trials of Jews for 
reparations foj stolen goods arc 
dragged out in the hope that the 
Germans will not have to pay for 
r*nc reason nr another. 

MURRAYS. GREENFIELD 
Tel Aviv. 


GIVE A HAND TO EL AL 


7i> the Editor if The Jeruialem Post 

Sir, — El Al's greatly improved 
performance and its ability to cut its 
losses by half compared to last year 
are certainly the result of the special 
efforts by the management and the 
employees — crew members and 
workers alike — at a time when foci 
costs have risen dramatically. But it 
is now up to those hundreds of thou- 
sands of Israeli citizens, leaving the 
country for holiday or business, to 
help to wipe out these losses. They 
should understand that a fully oc- 
cupied plane is a better 
moneymaker than a hair or less 
filled one. I know that the airline 
business is an open competitive 
business between all international 
airlines, including El Al, where only 
efficient, punctual and good 
management will attract future 
passengers. 

We can already see a great 


improvement in El Al in all 
rcspecLs. We Israelis must support 
El Al. and we all must fly more and 
more El Al for the time being to 
help the airline to gel into a healthy 
economic situation. Other airlines, 
which ure most welcome in Israel] 
will certainly understand that any 
Israeli citizen will first look to his 
national carrier, when it is in need, 
in order to help. 

As an Israeli, I would like to sec 
all Israelis develop the same feeling 
towards El Al, as a Swiss has viwj-rtv 
Swissair and a German vis-d-vis 
Lufthansa. When E! Al has solved 
its problems, then again everybody 
should choose the airline he likes 
best,, but at the moment, let us all 
give a hand to El Al, to help them to 
overcome their difficulties. 

, Y.X. FEDERMANN 

Tel Aviv. 


A COALITION CHANCE MISSED 

«■«- 10 V.HOU, 
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archeology and financial ruin due to Ncianya. 


RELIGIOUS COERCION 
IN HEBRON 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Past 

Sir, — Surely, we will hear their 
reaction sooner or later. I mean the 
reaction of the “civil libertarians" 
in Israel lo a recent violation of 
what they purport to defend. An 
A mb inhabitant of Hebron was 
recently jailed for a term or six 
months for smoking during 
Ramadan, the Moslem version of 
Lent. Surely, I thought, the 
League Against Religious Coercion 
would be up in arms about such an 
unmerited punishment, such an un- 
just violation of civil liberty. 

Yet the reaction, inhere has been 
one, has been curiously muffled. 
Why? Is the slogan of “civil liber- 
ties” just another political weapon 
lo be used against Israel? while 
abuses of civil liberties enforced by 
Arabs under Jordanian law are per- 
force disregarded? 

ELLIOTT GREEN 
Philadelphia, PA. 

CHRISTIAN SUPPORT 

To the Editor if The Jerusalem Past 

Sir, — I n limes of great stress and 
growing isolation for the State of 
Israel, we, as Christians who want to 
express our feelings of solidarity 
and genuine respect for the Jewish 
people, feel compelled to raise our 
voices aguinst a one-sided condem- 
nation of Israel and the lack of un- 
derstand ing for her circumstances 
in our home countries. 

We thought that it might en- 
courage your readers to know that 
there are many people who care. 
Many letters went out to addresses 
in our home countries, written by 
the inhabitants of our settlement to 
their circle of friends, as well as of- 
ficially to the hoards of the Nes Am- 
mini organizations, churches and 
national and church papers in the 
different countries of Europe and 
America where we come from. 
Thus, wc hope to explain some of 
the basic fuels of the Jewish ex- 
perience, which Christians keep 
forge it ing, even after the terrible 
years of I *>.10- 1 948. y YRIE7.E. 

Nes Ammlni. 

Christian Settlement 
in Israel 

RABBI BERMAN 

io the Editor vl The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — The lute Rabbi Yaacov 
Herman was the rounder of 
Ycshivat llndurom in Rehovot. To 
the thousands whom he taught 
there, it is obvious that Ifalachu 
must constitute the cornerstone of 
the legal system or Israel. 

Ironically, the rabbi failed with 
only one of his pupils, his son, 
Minister Yilzhuk Berman, who 
“firmly opposes any attempt to im- 
pose Hulucha on the rule of law" 
(The Jerusalem Post , August 7). 

DR. AYR AH AM BERMAN 
Jerusalem. 

PARTY LABELS 

7b the Editor tf The Jerusalem Past 
Sir, — In his report of August ,6 
on the Knesset debate, Asher Wal- 
Ifish describes various Knesset 
members in accordance with their 
party bloc and faction membership- 
In the case of M.K. Shulamil 
Aloni, however, he cited her merely 
as CRM. This gives the unfortunate 
impression that Mrs. Aloni repre- 
sents an independent party whereas, 
in fact, she betrayed her electors by 
joining the Alignment and should 
correctly have been described as 
Alignment — CRM. 

Jerusalem. R._ KRUSKAL 

DANZIGER’S ‘NIMROD* 
Yitzhak Dunzigcr's sculpture 
“Nimrod” was mude in 1939 and ; 
not 1969, us slated in our last issue 
bccuusc of a typographical error. 
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Dig dispute goes to 
the attorney-general 




By BENNY MORRIS and 
ABRAHAM RABINOVICH 
-Education Minister Zevulun 
Hammer last week despaired of 
finding a compromise solution to 
the City of David archeological dis- 
pute and formally applied to 
Attorney-General Yitzhak Zamir 
for an opinion on the matter. 

The City of David is an area on 
the slopes leading from the southern 
walls of the Old City of Jerusalem to 
the Arnb village of Silwan. 

The minister's announcement fol- 
lowed the decision earlier by a joint 
convocation of the Supreme Rab- 
binical Court and the Supreme Rab- 
binical Council, reinforcing and ex- 
panding the halachlc ruling (ruling 
of Jewish religious law) by 
Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi Shlomo 
Goren and Sephardi Chief Rabbi 
Ovadia Yosef banning excavations 
in Area Ci of the City of David. The 
rabbis' ruling was based on their 
finding that the dig site was former- 
ly a Jewish cemetery. 

According to Halacha, graves — 
regardless of their age — must not 
be disturbed because of their sanctity. 

In their joint ruling, the 
two chief rabbis declared "lots 5-7" 
or bloc (gush) 301 2S, Area Gimel" 
the site of a Jewish cemetery since 
late medieval times. Last week's 
Rabbinical Council and court 
resolutions define as a Jewish 
cemetery "the whole slope of the 


Temple Mount." 

Goren last week told The 
Jerusalem Post that this definition 
includes “the whole area from the 
southeastern corner of the Temple 
Mount down to the Silwan Pool," ; 
which is the southern extremity of 
the ridge on which was perched 
King David's capital. 

The rabbinical ruling from a ' 
halachlc viewpoint thus would now 
forbid excavations not only In 
Area G but also all digging in the 
main city of David excavation sites. 

A singular ispect of the rab- 
binical decision was its direct ap- 
peal to the government to declare 
the whole slope a Jewish cemetery 
and to Hammer to stop excavations 
there immediately and cancel the 
excavation liceice. 

(The licence was originally issued 
in 1978, has been renewed annually 
and is valid until December 31. It 
was issued by the director of the 
Education Ministry's Antiquities 
Division, Avi Euan, and it is unclear 
who has the authority to revoke or 
curtail it. No orch**olnnical digging 
licence has ever been revoked in the 
history of the state.) 

Goren said Iasi week that Ik- had 
told the assembled two dozen chief 
rabbinical dayan/m (judge 8 ) and 
councillors that they were "free to 
approve or disapprove our ruling. 
They decided not only to endorse it 

(Continued on pise 2i 


Three F-15s arrive from U.S. 


By JEFFREY HELLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Three F-15 planes 
touched down in Israel last week, 
marking the first delivery of U.S.- 
built advanced aircraft since the 
embargo on their supply was lifted 
on August 17. 

In all, 16 planes — 14 F-16s and 
two F-15s — were affected by the 
three-month suspension that fol- 
lowed Israel’s June 7 bombing of 
Iraq’s nuclear reactor and the July 
air raid on the PLO terrorist head- 
quarters in Beirut. 

The three F- 1 5s, painted in Israel 
Air Force camouflage colours but 
bearing no national insignia, were 


refuelled in mid-air over the 
Mediterranean. 

Israel, reports said, has now 
received 28 F-I5s and will eventual- 
ly take delivery of another 12. The 
14 F-I6s that were scheduled for 
delivery will probably arrive only 
after the U.S. Air Force corrects a 
problem in their flight control 
systems. The U.S. Air Force’s 269 
F-I6s are still grounded until the 
fault is fixed. 

Israeli officials have said that 
President Ronald Reagan's decision 
to lift the suspension on August 17 
did not carry with it a promise from 
Jerusalem to seek Washington's ap- 
proval on how and when they may 
be used. 
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President Yitzhak Nuvon (centre), his wife Ofira (right) and their children Nira and Ercz enjoy 
the show at the Tel Aviv Dolphinarium ’ost Friday. iSa'.ir. Government Press Office* 

Alexandria summit outcome could 
ease strain on Begin in U.S. 


taxi. .1 


One of the three FI 5$ which arrived last week lands at an air base in 
the South. (IDF Photo) 


By ANAN SAFADI 

The Israel-Egyptian summit in 
Alexandria last week marked two 
successes for prime minister Begin, 
who persuaded President Sadat to 
accept Israel’s persistent demands 
for unconditional resumption of 
negotiations on the projected 
autonomy for the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip, and the stepping up 
of the normalization or relations 
between the two countries. 

Begin also scored a success in 
persuading the Egyptian leader to 
drop his recent call for incorpora- 
tion of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization in the ongoing peace 
negotiations. In addition, Sadat ac- 
cepted Israel's explanations of its 
recent air strikes on Iraq’s nuclear 
reactor and on PLO headquarters in 
Beirut. 

Begin returned home to declare 
that the Alexandria meetings were 
"positive." 

The outcome of the summit talks 
is expected to ease the strain on 
Begin- during his visit to Washington 
next week. Resolution of the 
major topics that have been 
separating Begin and Sadat, himself 
recently returned from talks in the 
American capital^ is bound to give 
the prime minister a better chance 
to focus on bilateral and strategic Is- 
sues during his meetings with 
President Reagan and American ad- 
ministration officials. 

Perhaps Begin's most significant 
achievement was getting Sadat to 
climb down from his recent con- 
troversial contention that the PLO 
should be recognized as a party to 
'the peace process with Israel. 


INSIDE 

• Deputy Premier Slmha 
Ehrlich says the Arab terrorist at- 
tack at a Vienna synagogue on 
Saturday was a violation of the 
July 24 trace that brought to halt 
the clashes with Palestinian ter- 
rorists in the northern border 
area. See earlier report page 3. 

• M blisters square off In battle 
over school budget, 2. 

• Storm over change In Jewish 
Agency policy towards Soviet 
dropouts, 3. 

• U.S. plays down danger of 
AWACS for Israel — 8. 

• French Foreign Minister 
Claude Cheysson met In Beirut 
this week with PLO chairman 
Yasser Arafat. See page 9. 

“I fear that maybe there was a 
misunderstanding," Sadat told 
reporters at a joint press conference 
with Begin. “I am not asking that 
the PLO join us in the autonomy 
negotiations." Sadat stressed that he 
has no intention of digressing from 
the Camp David peace accords, 
which make no mention of the PLO. 

Sadat Airther emphasized that he 
personally never considered the 


PLO to be the sole representative of 
the Palestinian people, as the move- 
ment is recognized by all other Arab 
nations. 

When asked whether an 
autonomy agreement could be pos- 
sible without the PLO, Begin said: 
“Not only possible, but it is neces- 
sary" to keep it out. 

Begin markedly avoided this time 
his usual use of the adjective "ter- 
rorist" when mentioning the PLO. 
“The organization of the PLO," he 
said twice in an apparent bid not to 
further embarrass the Egyptian 
leader. 

The other significant aspect of 
the summit outcome is Sadat's 
refusal at the press conference to 
elaborate on Israel's recent bomb- 
ing of the Iraqi nuclear reactor 
south of Baghdad and of the PLO 
headquarters in western Beirut. 

“No comment," said Sadat whose 
own government officials had 
previously warned that the two 
operations could hinder the peace 
relations between Cairo and 
Jerusalem. 

“1 provided the president with 
facts and dates," Begin hurriedly in- 
tervened. amid indications that he 
had persuaded the Egyptian leader 
into accepting the motivations 

tronlfearf on page 4t 


NEWSSTAND PRICES IN LOCAL CURRENCY 


Australia 

SI. 10 

Italy 

Lr 1.200 

Canada 

S1.2B 

South Africa 

Rdl.10 

Denmark 

DK5.50 

Sweden 

SK4.00 

Germany - 

DM1.76 

Switzerland 

SF1 SS 

Holland 

DF2-00 

United Kingdom 

40p 

Israal 


United Stele* 

SI. 00 




» 



Remnants of a Hasmonean tower with underlying Iron Age buildings 
near the site of the present City of David dig, where the controversy is 
raging. (Karen Bcnzian) 


Mounted policeman disperses Orthodox Jewish protesters next to the Old City walls, just north of 
the disputed City of David archeological dig, during a protest demonstration last week. 

(Rahomim Israeli) 


Clash over school cuts I DIG DISPUTE GOES TO A-G 


Bv BENNY MORRIS 
and SHLOMO MAOZ 

The first major clash between 
ministers in the new Likud govern- 
ment came Sunday as Finance 
Minister Yorani Aridor and Educa- 
tion Minister Zevulun Hammer 
squared off over the Treasury's in- 
tention to make across-the-board 
cuts of 3-5 per cent in ministerial 
budgets. 

A reliable Education Ministry 
source said that Hammeris likely to . 
"seriously consider resigning" if the 
treasury does not release the funds 
now •■frozen" for his ministry. 

•M Sunday's cabinet meeting, 
Hammer and Aridorput their cases 
to their fellow ministers. But a 
cabinet decision was put off. After 
the meeting, the directors-general 
of the two ministries met in an at- 
tempt to work out a solution to the 
education ministry budget question. 
If t hey fail. Ministers Hammer and 
Aridor are to meet. Another, 
special, session of the full cabinet 
some time this week has not been 
ruled out. 

The chairman of the Union of 
Local Authorities, Pinhas Eylon, 
last week cabled the prime minister 
that the union executive is expected 
to decide to keep the schools closed 
on Tuesday in protest against the 
cuts in the education budget. 

The heads of the Treasury and 
the Bank of Israel met on Friday to 
plot urgent action to head off what 
they called the grave economic 


situation facing the country. 

Aridor told the participants that 
the Treasury would whittle down 
(he budget of each ministry by 
reviewing specific items in its 
budget until the ministry agreed to 
the across-the-board cuts. Then, he 
snid, the rest of its budget for the 
year would be released without 
dcluy. 

The Education Ministry source 
charged that fqr the past two 
months the T reastir^Jpts "illegally" 
frozen IS600m. or it's regular budget 
and IS200m. of its construction 
budget — both of which were ap- 
proved by the Knesset. 

"Aridor has no right to freeze any 
part of it without Knesset ap- 
proval." said the source, who said 
that it is "scandalous" that Aridor 
was able to keep prices down by 
spending hundreds of millions of 
shekels at his own initiative to boost 
the Likud's election prospects, and 
that now he intends to cripple major 
education projects. 

The ministry has already sent dis- 


( Continued from page I.) 

but to harden, expand and deepen 

it." 

Goren was referring to the fact 
that last week's ruling explicitly for- 
bids archeologists from digging in 
the whole slope, “including in areas 
where bones and graves have been 
removed." This counters the 
archeologists' contention that even 
if there had once been a cemetery in 
a layer above Area G. British 


Alignment Knesset faction about 
the situation at the site. He said that 
Area G was the site of the former 
Jebusite fort, which became the 
citadel of Zion (Metzudat Zion) 
after David captured it. 

Yadin said that the citadel and its 
surroundings remained an inhabited 
area subsequently and hence could 
not have been used as a cemetery 
because of Aa/or/i/c bans against in- 
terment there. 


and !S200m. of its construction topsoil which may have housed the 
budget — both of which were ap- cemetery. The archeologists are 
proved by the Knesset. currently digging in I0lh-6th cen- 

" Aridor has no right to freeze any tury BCE layers, 
part of it without Knesset ap- Hammer last week phoned 
provnl," said the source, who said Attorney-General Zamir, who was 
that it is "scandalous" that Aridor vacationing, and Zamir is expected 
was able to keep prices down by to begin work on the matter this 
spending hundreds of millions of week. 

shekels at his own initiative to boost Zamir has been asked to submit a 
the Likud's election prospects, and legal opinion on the following three 
that now he intends to cripple major points: Can the City of David or any 
education projects. part of it legally be declared a 

The ministry has already sent dis- Jewish cemetery and who has the 
missal notices to 2,500 staff authority to do so; do the City of 
members. David excavation sites fall under 

Bank of Israel governor Arnon the bending of "places serving a 
Gafny said he was gratified that the religious purpose or set aside for a 
government was now attempting to religious goal” (the excavation of 
cut its expenses. The original which requires the prior approval of 
budget for this fiscal year, he said, a ministerial committee); and is it 
was now running a deficit, much of legal to revoke an excavation 
it caused by over-spending on sub- licence which has already been is- 
sidies for basic commodities. The sued and if so, who may do so. 
government would have to take a c- In a special session last week to 
lion in this area too, Gafny said. discuss the dispute, the Knesset 


archcologals -working u. the area . . . . He «u d thaVany human remains 

!» « -V Area G o*y have 
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David excavation sites fall under 
Ihe heading of "places serving a 
religious purpose or set aside for a 
religious goal" (the excavation of 
which requires the prior approval of 
a ministerial committee); and is it 
legal to revoke an excavation 
licence which has already been is- 
sued and if so, who may do so. 

In a special session last week to 
discuss the dispute, tKe Knesset 
decided to refer the matter for dis- 
cussion to the Knesset Education 
Committee, which) is expected lo 
oppose the rabbinic ruling. The 
committee has no executive power, 
however, and any decision it 
reaches can only serve as "advice" 
to the government and as a moral 
reinforcement of the archeologists’ 
case. 

Prof. Yigael Yadin, former 
deputy premier and a noted Israeli 
archeologist, last week briefed the 
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belonged to the Byzantine e*a and 
ore certainly not Jewish. 

The disputed City of DavWL 
archeological site was an Arab cab- 
bage patch and not a Jewish 
cemetery before excavations Rot 
under way some 60 years ago. 
a group or Israeli scholars asserted 
Iasi week. 

At a press conference given by 
some of the most prominent figures 
in the Israeli academic community, 
the contention that the site was 
a Jewish burial ground was dismis- 
sed as a '‘fabrication” threatening 
to undermine a major national 
enterprise. 

Prof. Nahman Avigad of Hebrew 
University, said that records main- 
tained by the British archeologist, 
R. A .S . M acaiister, clearly show that 
the disputed Area G was a cabbage 
patch before Macalisler began ex- 
cavations there in 1923. The British 
archeologist, whom Avigad termed 
totally reliable, recounted in his 
report how he negotiated with local 
Arab farmers who were demanding 

exorbitant payment for the right to 

dig up their field. Macalisler made 
no mention of finding graves which 
he would not have hesitated to do 
had he found them, said Avigad. 

It was the dean of Israeli 
archeology, Prof. Binyamin Mazar, 
who termed Chier Rabbi Goren’s 
claim a “fabrication." Mazar said 
Goren was basing his claim on un- 
founded heresay. 

The archeologists for their part 
are adamant in their refusal to have 
the City of David or any of its ex- 
cavation areas declared a Jewish 
cemetery and handed over to the 
supervision of the rabbinate. 

Meanwhile, Hammer said last 
week he will ask the cabinet to ap- 
P°' n i a committee to work 
out details for a state burial of the 


remains of Bar Kochba warriors 
found two decades ago in Nahal 
Hever, near the Dead Sea. 

His step followed Rnbbi Goren's 
assertion that archeologist Yadin 
and successive Israeli governments 
had failed to fulfil pledges lo jive 
the remains a fitting heroes’ 
funeral, as wax given the remains of 
Jewish warriors found at Masada. 

Rabbi Goren told The Jerusalem 
Post lust week that he had personal- 

• ly seen the "skeieions of morc-ihao 
50 Jewish warriors" In u cave in 
Nahal Hever, after they had been 
discovered by Yadin. “1 was hauled 
up to the cave in n large basket." 

• recalled Goren, who then served as 
Israeli Defence Forces chief chaplain 

Accoiding to Yudin, ihe remains 
were examined lor several years in 
the Haclussah Medical School's 
anatomy depart merit by Dr. Hillel 
Natan and Prof. Niko Has. When 
Natan moved to Tel Aviv Univer- 
sity's anatomy department, he took 
some of the bones with him for con- 
tinued inspection "und they are still 
there, I suppose," said Yadin. "Bui 
1 don’t know of imy bones thul have 
been sent ubroud," the professor 
said last night. 

Hummer has ordered Avi Bilan, 
director of Lhc Education Ministry's 
Antiquities Division, to speedily 
locate the bones and collect them in 
Jerusalem, in preparation for a stale 
funeral, the detnils of which are to 
be worked out by a committee. 
(Opinion on pages 1 1 and 1 2, 

Editorial comment, 18.) 

Bomb in Nablus 

An eight-year-old girl was killed 
and 14 persons wounded Sunday 
when explosives hidden in a cart be- 
ing wheeled through the open-air 
market of the West Bank town of 
Nablus blew up. 

Among the wounded was the rftM 
wheeling the cart. The Israeli army 
spokesman said he was a suspected 
Palestinian terrorist transferring the 
explosives through the crowded 
market. 
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U.S. rejects Jewish Agency ‘arrangemenf 

Storm over ‘dropout’ aid policy 


Galilee Garbage 


By JUDY SIEGEL, and 

WOLF BLITZER Washington 

Prime Minister Menaohem Begin 
last week asserted that the Russian 
Jewish dropout problem may result 
in the "complete liquidation" of 
Jewish emigration from the 
Union. 

Addressing the dosing dinner of 
the United ' Jewish' Appeal Prime 
Minister's Mission at the Knesset, 
Begin urged the American Jewish 
community to back the Jewish 
Agency in its new arrangement to 
reduce the number of dropouts by 
assisting only those who have 
first-degree relatives outside Israel. 

The dropouts are Soviet Jews 
who arrive in Vienna and decide not 
to go to Israel. 

Uzi Bar am (Alignment-LabourX 
chairman of the Knesset Absorption 
Committee, sent a telegram 
to Jewish Agency Executive 
chairman A rye Dulzin assuring him 
of the committee's full backing in 
the new procedures instituted in 
Vienna with regard to dropouts, and 
protesting against the decision 
taken by the veteran Jewish welfare 
organization — Hebrew Immigrant 
Aid Society — not to cooperate 
with the Jewish Agency. 

in Washington, the state Depart- 
ment publicly rejected the Jewish 
Agency's proposals, while con- 
gressional und administrative 
sources said l hut the high dropout 
rale is threatening to dry up U.S. 
governmental aid to resettle them in 










Arrival in Vienna, Destination,..? 
Israel. 

In recent years, Israel has 
received S25 million a year to help 
finance the resettlement of Soviet 
Jews. But most Soviet Jews are now 
opting for resettlement outside of 
Israel, especially in the U.S. With 
the dropout rate approaching 90 per 
cent, there is increasing pressure on 
Ccngress to drastically cut back the 
resettlement progtamme in Israel. 

“If the Soviet Jews are not going 
lo Israel," one congressional source 
said, “there's really no need for the 
programme." 

In rejecting the Jewish Agency's 
proposals, the State Department 
declared that the U.S. government’s 


(Rubinger) 

position “has always been and will 
continue to' be that Soviet Jewish 
refugees arriving in Vienna should 
have freedom of choice with regard 
to where they wish to resettle.” 
Spokesman Dean Fischer added: 
“Once the Soviet refugees have ar- 
rived in Vienna, we see no reason 
why they should be obliged to go to 
Israel if there are other countries 
willing to offer them refuge." 

Pointedly, Fischer noted (hut the 
Jewish Agency “arrangement" was 
consummated without any advance 
consultation with the U.S. govern- 
ment. Israeli Ambassador Ephraim 
Ovron was merely instructed to in- 
(Cnntlmifd on nr it pagel 


Two killed, 19 wounded in Vienna synagogue outrage 

Austrian policy blamed for terror attack 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

The Austrian Government’s 
leniency towards the PLO makes it 
both simple and safe for the PLO to 
organize and operate inside Austria, 
senior Foreign Ministry officials 
said at the weekend following Satur- 
day's terrorist 3 ttack at a Vienna 
synagogue. Two persons were killed 
and 19 wounded when Arab ter- 
rorists threw hand grenades and 
opened fire with submachine guns 
during Suhbath services at Vienna’s 
oldest and largest synagogue. 

The staging of the synagogue ter- 
ror operation was no coincidence, 
ihe Foreign Ministry officials said, 
since Austria has cultivated closer 
lies with the Palestine Liberation 
Organization than any other Euro- 
pean country outside the Com- 
munist bloc. 

The fact that the synagogue 
worshippers who were attacked 
belong to a community of which 
only remnants survived the Nazi 
Holocaust is especially grave, the 
officials said. 

The senior officials expressed 
their dismay at the leniency of the 
Austrian government and pointed 
to three other terrorist operations 
on Austin soil in the past six 
months: 

a The assassination of Heinz Nit- 
tel, the president of the Israel- 
Austria Friendship League. 

* The attack on the Israel Embas- 
sy a month ago. 

* The big arms smuggling opera- 
tion at Vienna airport. 

Jerusalem Post correspondent 
Murray Gordon writes from Vienna: 

One of the victims was a 25-year- 


old womun, identified as Ulrike 
Kohut, a member of the congrega- 
tion who was killed by a hand 
grenade as she tried to protect the 
child or a friend with her body. 

The other victim was a 68-ycar- 
old man, Nathan Fried, one of some 
200 Jews who attended services and 
u bar milzva ceremony at the Jewish 
Community Centre, in the heart of 
the city. Two of the wounded were 
children. 

Both attackers were captured — 
one of them was wounded — and a 
police official said one claimed 
membership in Al-Assifa. "But we 
still have lo establish that 
definitely," he said. 

Al-Assifa is a pro-Syrian 
breakaway group of the PLO 
headed by hard-liner Abu Nidal. 
The group claimed responsibility 
for the still unsolved murder last 
May of Heinz Nittel, a Vienna city 
councillor and head of the Austria- 
Israel Society. 

(In Beirut, the PLO Saturday 
condemned the^ attack, wailing it 
cowardly and criminal.) 

Police said the terrorists tried to 
disguise themselves as Jews by 
covering their heads with skullcaps 
as they approached the synagogue, 
on Seitenslettengasse, at 11.45 
a.m." 

But when they were stopped by 
the two policemen on duty in front 
of the synagogue, they suddenly 
threw hand grenades and opened 
fire with submachine guns. 

During the gunfight with the ter- 
rorists the two policemen on guard 
were injured. 

Before the shooting started most 


of the congregants had iefi the syn- 
agogue itself, and gone to the ad- 
joining hall in the same building for 
the bar mitzva kiddush. No one in 
the hall was injured by the explo- 
sion. Many of those hurt were in the 
street outside. 

First police reports said three 
men were involved in the attack and 
one had got away. But a police 
spokesman said later that only two 
men had taken part in the shooting 
and a third had been arrested 
elsewhere in connection with the at- 
tack. 

The synagogue attack came only 
weeks afier two Arabs were caught 
trying to smuggle a submachine 
gun, two Soviet assault rifles and six 
hand grenades into the country in 
an incident which increased 
criticism of Kreisky and led to the 
recall of the head of a Palestine 
Liberation Organization office in 
Vienna. f 

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, 
due to visit Austria, cancelled his 
visit after the smuggling incident. 
Egyptian sources said later the 
cancellation was for security 
rensons. 

Austrian Foreign Minister Wil- 
libald Pahr condemned Saturday's 
attack as “particularly dreadful" 
since it was directed against people 
during a religious service. Vienna 
Mayor Leopold Gratz said that 
Auslrains stood behind Vienna's 
Jewish community. 

UN Secret ary-Oeneral Kurt 
Waldheim, himself an Austrian, said 
“such acts of violence are contrary 
to the ideals of the international 
community and the whole civilized 
world." 
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Preparing for Sinai pullback 


By HIRSH GOODMAN 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
and Agencies 

ALEXANDRIA. — Egypt has 
agreed to purchase parts of the 
civilian infrastructure to be left 
behind in Sinai after Israel's pull’ 
back next April, it was dis- 
closed last week after talks 
between a delegation led by 
Defence Minister Ariel Sharon 
and a top-level Egyptian delega- 
tion. Spokesmen for both sides 
expressed satisfaction with the 
progress made in the talks. 

Sharon stayed on in Egypt for 
the talks after prime minister 
Begin ended his summit 
meeting. 

Sharon said that the two 
■countries had decided to set up four 
committees to deal with the 
withdrawal and current norm ali za- 
in September in advance of a se- 
cond round uf talks between Sharon 
and Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Kamal Hassan Ali in October on 
these issues. 

A senior Israeli source said that a 
tourism agreement allowing Israelis 
access to eastern Sinai had been 


finalized, and incorporates the same 
principles now regulating Israeli 
tourism to the Santa Katerina area. 

U I think we arrived at donclusions 
in all the fields and spheres that we 
dischssed Sharon told reporters 
after the one-hour meeting. 

Egyptian Defence Minister Ab- 
dul Halim Abii Ghazaia said last 
night that he reached complete 
agreement with Sharon on the Sinai 
withdrawal, and said that Sharon 
had shown good will and a readiness 
to expedite the process. 

A rhembvr~~of the Egyptian 
delegation, Lt.-Gen. Mohsen 
Hamdi, asked after the meeting 
what would become of Israel’s 
civilian installations, replied: “If 
they need something that belongs to 
them, they are free to take it. If they 
want to sell it, we will buy it." 

No detailed discussions have 
been made on this matter, but in 
any case Egypt will first have to 
determine what it wants to purchase 
und negotiate the price. 

Regarding tourism, no official 
confirmation was available con- 
cerning the tourism agreement for 
Sinai. A senior Israeli source con- 
firmed that Israelis were currently 
negotiating a partnership agreement 


for tourist enterprises on the Red. 
Sea coast, but added that these talks 
had a long way to go. 

Shortly after Begin left Alex- 
andria Wednesday, Egyptian police 
in riot gear, and softie armed with 
gas guns, flushed out a group of 
Islamic fundamentalists from a mos- 
que across town where they were 
listening to a fiery sermon against 
Begin’s visit here and his summit’ 
with Sadat. 

Eyewitnesses said the fundamen- 
talists left peacefully shouting 
"Israelis are not peacemakers," and 
"ADah is great.” There were no 
reports or the incident in the local 
media, .but extra police were 
positioned in the area. 

There were hardly any 
memorable moments during the 
summit. The flags in the streets; the 
thousands of security personnel 
hearing "Hatikva" being played by 
an Egyptian army band; watching 
Premier Begin bow to the Egyptian 
flag; the visit to the local syn- 
agogue. ..The warmth and the 
friendly incompetence have been 
experienced many times before. It 
was more a feeling of "Well, here 
we go again," than of anything new 
or exciting. 


ALEXANDRIA SUMMIT OUTCOME 


l Continued from pegr I ) 

which prompted Israel to carry out 
both operations. 

Agreement by the two leaders to 
resume the uutonomy talks was 
described by Sadat as “the 
highlight" of the summit. The new 
round of negotiations has been set 
for September 23. 

The Egyptian leader left no doubt 
that he is determined to wrap up an 
autonomy accord “after which we 
shall call on King Hussein (of 
Jordan) and the Palestinians con- 
cerned" to assume their respon- 
sibility, presumably in negotiating 
the details over which Egyptian 
negotiators battled their Israeli 
counterparts last year. 

The two leaders also agreed to 
broaden the normalization process, 
particularly in the fields of trade, 
culture and tourism. 

While conceding that the slow 
pace of normalization is being 
caused by “some problems," Sadat 
insisted that there should be no 
doubt about his administration's 
determination to forge ahead with 
the development of ties between the 
two nations. “There may be some 
problems but these wfll not rfTect the 
principles” to which Egypt signed 
itself, Sadat assured. He said that he 
had instructed Foreign Minister 
Kama! Hassan Ali on Tuesday night 
to tackle hitches which Begin 
noted. He did not elaborate. 

When one reporter raised fears of 
Israelis that normalization might 
come to a standstill once Egypt 
regains the rest of Sinai by April 
1982. Begin came to Sadat's aid, 
saying that the Egyptian leader's 
commitment to the continuation of 
the peace process is “unequivocal.” 

The question that has been oc- 
cupying observers is what Sadat was 
promised in return for all the seem- 
ing concessions he provided Begin. 
Apparently, the most (he Egyptian 
leader got was a pledge that Israel's 
pullback from the rest of Sinai by 
next April will be carried out ac- 
cording to schedule, and that an 
autonomy formula will be worked 
out to help Sadat show that the 
peace accord he struck with Israel 
was not only bilateral. 
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Only those who believe that 
serious issues between nations can 
be settled in something like 90 
minutes of tcle-a-tete meetings 
between leaders will accept the 
results of the Alexandria summit at 
face value. For the problems that 
have bedevilled Israeli-Egyptian 
relations since the signing of the 
peace treaty do not lend \hemselves 
to instant solutions. The manner in 
which Sadat and Begin have dealt 
with each other suggests political 
stunts on the part of both of them — 
each for his own reasons — rather 
than a serious attempt to And con- 
crete answers to unresolved ques- 
tions that have been threatening to 
undermine the peace process. 

Although Sadat emerged from 
the summit to announce that his 
meetings with Begin had been 
"highlighted" by their agreement to 
resume the deadlocked negotiations 
over the projected autonomy in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip on 
September 23, the question left un- 
answered was, on what basis? 

That Egypt and Israel have been 
maintaining diametrically opposite 
positions has been shown in the 
documents they have been exchang- 
ing ever since the autonomy talks 
came to a standstill some 15 months 
ago. 

“In fulfilment of the goals of the 
framework of peace in the Middle 
East agreed at Camp David,” said 
the Egyptian document issued at 
that time, the autonomy meant that: 

• The Palestinian inhabitants of 
the West Bank and Gaza would be 
granted full autonomy which, ac- 
cording to the norms of inter- 
national law requires the exercise of 
legislative, executive and judicial 
powers. 

• The elected self-governing 
authority was to be composed of 
freely elected representatives, their 
number adequate for the require- 
ments of the principle of self- 
government and full autonomy. 

• A moratorium on the establish- 
ment and expansion of settlements 
was to be discussed. 

• East Jerusalem being an integral 
part of the West Bank, the Inhabi- 
tants of Arab Jerusalem should have 


the right to participate In the elec- 
tions for the self-governing 
authority. 

Israel countered the Egyptian 
document with four points: 

• Internal and strategic security 
should remain in Israel's hands. 

• The autonomous authority 
should have only executive, not 
legislative, powers. 

• The autonomous authority 
should comprise a restricted body 
of a dozen or so members cor- 
responding to the functional depart- 
ments envisaged by Israel. 

• The Israeli settlements should 
be governed by Israeli law and ad- 
ministration, not by those of the 
autonomous authority. 

Woir Blitzer reports from 
Washington: 

WASHINGTON. — The U.S., 
caught by surprise with the an- 
nouncement that Israeli-Egyptian 
negotiations on Palestinian 
autonomy will resume on 
September 23, is still unprepared for 
any serious role in the sessions, U.S. 
officials acknowledged last week. 

They said that President Ronald 
Reagan and Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig have been working 
under the assumption that the stal- 
led autonomy talks would not 
resume until much later in the 
year. 

Reagan and Haig have not even 
decided who should represent the 
U.S. at the negotiations. Nor have 
they agreed on the proper U.S. 
negotiating approach — whether 
the U.S. should, for example, take a 
leadership position during the talks 
or merely let Israel and Egypt try to 
hammer out an agreement. 

But the administration has put its 
best public face forward. State- 
Department spokesman Dean 
Fischer publicly welcomed the an- 
nouncement as “very encouraging.” 

He insisted that Washington did 
not regard it as “unusual" that 
Israel and Egypt had reached an 
agreement without any U.S. in- 
volvement. He noted that Cairo and 
Jerusalem have full diplomatic rela- 
tions. He called the announcement a 
“bilateral" Israeli-Egyptian matter. 



President Sadat greets Prime Minister Begin at the beginning of their stimuli 
talks in Alexandria last week. Mr. Begin was accompanied by Foreign Mlntow 
Yitzhak Shamir, Defence Minister Ariel Sharon and Interior Minister Yosrf 
Burg, who heads Israel's team in the autonomy talks. 

New arms pour into Lebanon 


WASHINGTON (AP). — Libya has 
shipped new supplies of Soviet- 
made arms and ammunition to 
Palestinian terrorists in South 
Lebanon despite the month-long 
cease-fire there, U.S. and Israeli 
sources say. 

Administration officials are con- 
cerned that the deliveries by Col. 
Muammar Gaddafi’s government, 
which the U.S. has accused of sup- 
porting terrorism and subversion, 
could undercut the July 24 cease- 
fire which ended 15 days of bloody 
buttling between Israeli and Palesti- 
nian forces. 

Secretary of Stale Alexander 
Haig has wurned against any new 
shipments of weapons to. Lebanon. 
Israel is distressed about the steady 
buildup. 

Syria is the gateway for the arms 
shipments, with most of the equip- 


ment moving by land into Lebanon. 
The arms come from Eailern 
Europe, South Yemen and North 
Yemen, as well as Libya, said the 
sources, who asked not to be iden- 
tified. 

Israel’s estimate is that Libya, 
beginning in March and until the 
cease-fire, provided the Palestinian] 
with up to 30 howitzers and up to 30 
of the multiple rocket launchers. 
Syria and other suppliers raised the 
stockpile to about 40 howitzers and 
50 BM2ls, sources said. 

With ranges of 27 and 20 
kilometres, respectively, the 
weapons cun reach heyond the 
Christian buffer enclave to fire on 
Israeli settlements across the 
border. Attacks hv Palestinian let- 
rorists helped trigger Israel's 
retaliatory air strikes in early sum- 
mer. 


STORM OVER DROPOUTS 


(Continued from preceding page.) 

form the Slate Department of them. 
He met with Under Secretary of 
State for Political Affairs Waiter 
Stoessel, who reacted coolly. 

Meanwhile, the American 
government remains prepared to 
finance non- Jewish refugee relief 
organizations as well ns anti-Zionist 
Orthodox Jewish groups who assist 
Soviet Jews in Vienna to resettle in 
the U.S. 

The $25m. refugee resettlement 
aid for Israel is channeled through 
the United Israel Appeal. Unless 
there is a dramatic increase in 
Soviet emigrants to Israel, it can be 
expected to be severely cut back in- 
the next budget, 

The government also finances 
most of the resettlement costs for 
Soviet Jews in the U.S. and other 
western countries as well. Ac- 
cording to New York Times , this 
comes to roughly $1,000 per 
emigrant — or a total of $15m. last 
year. 

Sources in the Jewish Agency last 
week expressed “shock and disap- 
pointment" over the decision of 
HIaS not to cooperate with the 
agency's new policy. 

The issue is being discussed at ' 
this week's annual Jewish Agency 
Assembly meetings in Jerusalem. 

Agency sources asserted that ex- 
ecutive chairman Arye Dulzin, will 
^not budge” on the new arrange- 


Dulzin was upset that despite sup- 
port for tht arrangement from 
HIAS president Ed Shapiro, the 
HIAS board voted not to cooperate 
with the agency on the dropout 
problem. Shapiro arrived in 
Jerusalem last week for talks with 
Dulzin. 

For years, HIAS und the Joint 
Distribution Committee abided b) 
un ugrccmcnl to assist only those 
emigrants referred to them by lit 
agency. The Jewish Agency refef' 
red all who wanted to settle in the 
U.S. until Wednesday of last week; 
from then on, only those with first- 
degree relatives in America have 
been referred. 

Meeting in emergency session. 
HIAS turned' down the agency s 
proposals, explaining that it was P 
HIAS tradition to serve "every 
Jewish refugee in need, anywhere in 
the world, with compassion a n “ 
understanding.” 

"The executive committee of 
HIAS fully understands and ap- 
predates the motivation of the 
Jewish Agency’s efforts to increaK 
emigration to Israel," said HIAS' 
President Ed Shapiro. “HIAS. as a 
world Jewish organization, shares 
these endeavours and recognizes its 
responsibility to help achieve such a 
goal. 

“However, HIAS is not prepared 
to refuse its services to Soviet 
Jewish emigrants who have not 
been specifically referred by the 
Jewish Agency. • 

(Facing lip, page |J; editorial comment, 

19) 
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Shelling caused ISlOOm. damage Records go in swim contest 

O ^ Danuta. - 1 Tl .L_ > 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 

The damage in the civilian sector caused by last 
month’s shelling in the north will cost the Treasury 
about IS 100 million in compensation payments, accor- 
ding to the deputy income lax and property tax com- 
missioner. This includes property damage, destroyed 
crops and losses to businesses forced to shut down 
during the PLO terrorist attack^., 

Dov Staub told The Jerusinpt Post that the property 
tax office will pay compensation to about 300 
businesses, mainly in Nuhariya and Kiryat Shmona, 60 
factories: arid hotels, about 250 apartment owners and 


15 vehicle owners. 

About IS7.5m. has been paid already for direct 
damage, and the remaining !S30m. in this category will 
be paid to contractors who are to repair the damage. 
The bill Tor indirect damage such as lost business in- 
come will come to about IS60m., pf which ISM. 5m. has 
already been paid. 

The Knesset Finance Committee recently granted 
“border settlement” status to Shlomi, Ma'alot and 
Nahariya, enabling residents there to qualify for in- 
direct compensation payments. 

This week property tax officials will handle claims in 
the Nahariya area, and the farmers* turn will follow. 


10th Jewish Agency Assembly opens Jews in Argentina 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

President Yitzhak Navon asserted 
Saturday night that Israel was 
largely to blame for not attracting 
large numbers of western im- 
migrants, and urged world Jewry to 
give lop priority both to aliyu. and 
Diaspora Jewish education. 

The president was addressing the 
opening session or the tenth annual 
Jewish Agency Assembly held in 
Jerusalem’s Binyenei Hu’unm. 
Navon told the 340 delegates, who 
include members of Zionist 


organizations and the Diaspora 
fund-raisers, that “several times 
during our history we didn't grasp 
the importance of the historic times 
in which we live." 

Agency Executive Chairman 
Arye Dulzin issued an emotional 
plea for backing the Jewish 
Agency’s new policy to reduce the 
number of Snviet-Jcwish 
“dropouts", those who do nut 
emigrate to Israel. Dulzin said that 
those who opposed the new system 
are trying to make an Israeli visa 
“merely a piece of paper. We will 
never allow it." 


NEW YORK (JTA). — Anti- 
Semitism is not a "major problem” 
in Argentina today, und the coun- 
try’s 300,000 Jews ure feeling more 
secure than in recent years, accor- 
ding to the president of the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism, 
Gerard Daniel, who has just retur- 
ned from a two-week visit to Argen- 
tina, Brazil und Chile. 

“Jews in Argentina are not going 
around scared," he told a press con- 
ference here. 

Daniel said, however, that “anti- 
Semitism is a latent problem in 
Argentina.” 


Post Sports Reporter 
TEL AVIV. —Three national swim- 
ming records were set up over the 
weekend to create a total of seven 
new marks during the four-day 
Israel Swimming Championships 
held at the Wingate Institute’s 
Olympic Pool near Netanya. 

Ydram Eilati, 18, of the Upper 
Galilee was personally responsible 
for a second new record when In the 
100 metres butterfly he timed 57.61 
seconds. 

If Lior Birkhan of Jerusalem 
YMCA won most gold medals. 14- 
year-old Hadar Rubinstein emerged 
us Israel's most promising swimmer. 
She beat Birkhan in the 100m. but- 
terfly with u record time of 1:04.83 
minutes, Birkhan also bettering the 
previous best of i :05.0I, with a time 
of 1:04.98 minutes. But Lior got her 
own buck in the 200m. individual 
medley beating Rubinstein into 


1 loopster star stays 

TEL AVIV. — Hoopstcr Mickey 
Bcrkuwitz will pay once again for 
hi.s old club. Tel Aviv Mace aid 
following the settlement of a dispute 
over income lux between the star 
und the club. 


second place. There (he Jerusalem 
girl set a new national mark of 
2:27.87 minutes. 

In the 200m. butterfly, ' Yaron 
Eilati set a world class 1 time of 
2:03.79. The previous record of 
' 2:05.74 was also shattered by Yoram 
Kochavi. 

lzhar Shenhar, also of Upper 
Galilee, set a new record in the 10- 
Om. breast stroke with A time of 
1:02.54. Another national record 
was set up in the women's 4 x 100m. 1 
medley by YMCA Hapoel, 
Jerusalem, with a time of 4:58.0. 

Yoram Kochavi turned in a world 
class swim to shatter the Israeli 400 
metre individual medley record on 
the second day of the cham- 
pionships. His lime of 4:33.38 is the 
14th best anywhere in the world this 
year and was fur und away the best 
ever recorded by an Israel swim- 
mer. 


American journey 

Orly liialostncki, 17. ami Amos 
Munsdorf 16. have g»»ne to the U S. 
to eompete in three major youth 
tournaments in North America. 
The series is organized by the 
I International Tennis Federation. 
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Industry and Treasury in policy row Campaign declared against 

m«lli and iHidynu lau Lu.L. t r- • ^ I Tel Aviv Sabbath violations 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
and MACABEE DEAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporters 

Industrialists opposing the 
government's current credit cut- 
back aimed at restraining inflation 
came under heavy attack last week 
by the director-general of the 
Treasury and the chairman of the 
Bank of Israel's advisory council. 
They charged that the industrialists 
don't grasp the seriousness of the 
economy's situation, and might 
even be cutting off the branch on 
which they now sit. 

The head of the Manufacturers 
Association, Avraham Shavit, 
claimed that the credit squeeze and 
other restrictive steps adopted by 
the Bank and the Treasury could 
have only one result — unemploy- 
ment. 

“Whether it will encompass only 
a few thousand or snowball, throw- 
ing 100,000 or even 150,000 out of 
work, is impossible to say," argued 
Shavit. “ But what can be said with a 
high degree of certainty is that once 
unleashed, unemployment takes on 
a life of its own, and tremendous ef- 
forts are needed to bring it under 
control.” 

The Treasury director-general, 
Prof. Ezra Sudan, said that drawing 
public attention to the government 
aid received by industry will 
backfire, with the Bank of [srael 
and the Treasury less able and will- 
ing to give their demands a 
favourable hearing. He added that 
the Treasury is not interested in giv- 
ing extensive publicity to all the 
means employed to help industry. 


(These include subsidized loans, ex- 
change rate insurance and adjust- 
ments and various tax breaks.) 

Sadan also sold that some in- 
dustrialists have been taking their 
own money out of their businesses 
and relying on cheap credit to keep 
themselves going. Plants facing 
financial problems should sell their 
government bonds, he said, and 
only those with no internal 
resources should get government 
help. 

The head of the central bank’s 
advisory council, Prof. Haim 
Barkai, said that if Shavit and the 
other industrialists really want to 
fight inflation, as they have said, 
then cutting credit, both subsidized 
and commercial, is the only way. 
This must be accompanied by 
reduced government expenses, he 
added, citing with approval the re- 
cent slowdown in authorized expen- 
ditures and the freeze on new 
government contracts. 

Barkai cited a study of export 
profitability this year which showed 
that in the period before August it 
has not been impaired. The recently 
adopted exchange rate insurance, 
he said, had actually increased 
profitability by 2-3 per cent. 

Shavit said that "if the govern- 
ment does not ease up considerably 
on (its decision) to stop signing con- 
tracts with industrialists, we believe 
that the first signs of unemployment 
in industry will appear in about a 
month." 

The Manufacturers Association 
last week instructed its member in- 
dustrialists to call out all workers 


either for “information assemblies" 
to explain the grave effects of the 
Finance Ministry and Bank of 
Israel's financial policies on future 
production. 

"The workers will be told bluntly 
that these policies are jeopardizing 
the future of industry and can lead 
to the closing down of some plants 
and the dismissals of many workers 
in other plants." 

The workers will also be told that 
the immediate dangers facing in- 
dustry include the failure to devalue 
the shekel to keep puce with the 
dropping value of the European 
currencies. 

This fajlure to devalue the shekel 
at a proper pace has made imports 
cheaper than comparable goods 
made in Israe I . M oreover, price 
controls on local goods has led 
some manufacturers to cut produc- 
tion since they can make little or no 
profit, businessmen argue. 

Bank of Israel Governor Amon 
Gufny suid thut he is meeting with 
bank managers to inform them that 
he expects them to make credit 
available to industrialists to allow 
them to continue with business as 
usual. 

Gafny was referring to free 
credit, and not to directed credit, 
which is subsidized by the govern- 
ment. 

MK Adi Amorai, head of the 
Alignment’s faction in the Knesset 
Finance Committee, last week 
warned that slowing down 
devaluation and reducing credit are 
dealing a death blow to Israeli in- 
dustry. 


_ (Karen Bcnzijn) 


ISlOm. worth of heroin seized 


By MIC'HAL YUDELMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Four Ashdod resi- 
dents. suspected of planning to 
market almost one kilo of pure 
heroin seized at Ben-Gurion Air- 
port last week, have been arrested. 

The heroin, said to be worth 
ISJOm. (about SHOO, 000) on the 
streets, was discovered by the police 
narcotics squad hidden in the lug- 
gage cf u Jerusalem man who had 
arrived From Istanbul. 

Police believe that the man and 
the alleged distributors are part of 

PAGE ft — ~~ 


the “Turkish connection" heroin 
trafficking ring which supplies the 
drug to many or the country's drug 
addicts. Last week's arrest of the 
.smuggler and his wife, who met him 
at the airport, climaxed months of 
surveillance and undercover work. 

Police sources said that the cou- 
ple and the four alleged distributors 
arc just the "tip of the iceberg" of a 
large, well orguni/cd ring which 
smuggles the heroin from Turkey to 
Israel by means of drug couriers, 
then packages and distributes it 
locally. 


By MICHAL YUDELMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — • The city's religious 
residents are planning to take 
organized steps to end the public 
desecration of the Sabbath by va- 
rious businesses and entertainment 
centres by operating on Saturdays 
and Jewish religious holidays. The 
focus of these steps will apparently 
be the newly opened Dolphinarium. 

At an emergency session of the 
Tel AvIv-JaJTa Religious Council 
last week, chairman Pinhas 
Sheinman outlined steps to be taken 
against the Dolphinarium, which he 
called "a focus of Sabbath desecra- 
tion the likesof which the city has 
never seen." 

The measures include: pressuring 
the municipal and state authorities 
to enforce existing laws on Sabbath 
observance; lobbying religious MKs 
and ministers; and convening an 
emergency conference of rabbis, 
synagogue officials and public 


figures to discuss further measure! 

The council appointed a special 
emergency committee to act on iti 
proposals. 

Mayor Shlomo Lahal four weeks 
ago compromised with the demands 
-of Aur jehgious fuctions in his coali- 
tion,* by agreeing to close down the 
cinema and shops in the 
Dolphinarium complex on the Sab- 
bath and holidays. He also closed 
down the Driveslore, a large Tel 
Aviv shop that was operating seven 
days a week, in violation of 
municipal bylaws. 

The Drivestore’s management 
last week applied to the High 
Court of Justice to annul the city’s 
Sabbath ordinances. The pin 
argues that, ir the existing by-lm 
were strictly enforced, all places d 
public entertainment would close 
on Saturday, including football 
fields, cinemas, theatres, disco- 
theques, beaches, the Dolphinarium 
and others. 


Zinati of Peki’in dies at 80 



By YOEL DAR 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
PEKI’IN. • — Yosef Zinati, the head 
of the only Jewish family in this 
Western Galilee village, has died 
aged 80. 

He was buried last week In 
Nahariya and not in his beloved vil- 
lage, as he had requested in his will, 
because the old Jewish cemetery in 
Peki’in is unfenced and neglected. 

He died after a long illness one 
month after the. death of his son, 
Shaul. 

Yosef Zinati was born in Peki'in, 
and according to the Galilee tradi- 
tion his family has lived there un- 
interruptedly since the destruction ■ 
of the Second Temple. He left the 
village for an extended period only 
once, during the War of 
Independence, for half a year. 

Since the establishment of the 
state and until his death, Zinati tried 
to persuade the government to 
renew the Jewish settlement in 
Peki'in. His efforts aroused the 
anger of part of the local Arabs and 
Druse, and he and other members 
of his family had often complained 
to the police of assaults by their 
nbn -Jewish neighbours and. of the 


Fills plcf ii ro of Yosef Zinati, with Us 
wife Ma/al, was taken at an audience 
thc> had ulth IVisideiii Yitzhak 
Vnnn In Jerusalem l»n years ago. 

desecration of the Jewish cemetery 
by building a road through it. 

His efforts met with partial sue- 
cess. Today the old synagogue is the 
regular venue of prayer services for 
dozens of soldiers serving in the 
area. And the /wider reshm at 
Mu' idol recently bought two 
buildings next to the synagogue for 
use ns n branch of the yethiva. 

Zinati is survived by his wife, 
Moziil, a daughter, Margalit, and 
several grand children. 


Top UJA donors here for PM’s mission 


Eitan lauds outgoing 
OC Northern Command 

Jerusalem Post Staff 

Chief of Staff Rav-Aluf Rafael 
Eitan bade u warm farewell last 
week to OC Northern Command 
Muj.-Gen. Avigdor Bcn-Gu! who is 
going on a year’s study leave this 
week. 

Speaking at a Golani Brigade get- 
together in Kibbutz Lohamei 
Hagcta'ot, Eitan said that during 
Ben-Gal’s four-year tenure of the 
post, the Northern Command had 
reached its highest standard ever. 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
A group of 200 i 0 p United Jewish 
Appeal donors and their spouses ar- 
rived in Israel last week for the 1981 
Prime Minister’s Mission, which 

“ r ‘>” UJA campaign in 
Ine U.S. 

The four-day mission began of- 
ficially at the Jerusalem Hilton 
HoteL where the donors had dinner 
with President Yitzhak Navon. This 
was followed by tours of several 
high-technology industries, in- 
cluding Scitex and Motorola, and a 
visit to Tel Aviv for workshops with 
Israe i businessmen, and a tour of 

Renewal 0 “* Pr ° gress on Pr0 J ccl 
Project Renewal is a housing and 


neighbourhood improvement 
scheme being operated jointly by 
the Israeli government and Jewish 
communities in the Diaspora. 

The donors also flew to an flit 
base for briefings, and then to 
Uvda, the new Negev airbase built 
under the Cump David agreement. 

They also visited Yad Vashem and 
met with Jewish Agency officials. 

A dedication ceremony was held 
in Ramie, at the Fisher-Taubman 
community centre, attended by 
Jewish Agency board of governor* 
chairman Max Fisher, for whom it 
was named. Jewish Agency Ex- 
ecutive chairman Arye Dulzin and 
Ramie Mayor Henri Haddad also 
attended. 


Mixed dancing at weddings a sin. says Yosef 

7^ pr ? ctice of having halls, 
women h h i WeG n u ™ 6 n L and Such a P ractice is "strictly forbid- 

sss ^ gumy or an unpar: 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


Published weekly: August 30-September 5, l# 1 


While you read this ad 
someone is buying a 

RASSCO FLAT 
IN "GIVAT AVI VIM" 

and getting 

an interest-free mortgage 
or a IS 50,000 discount 


Rassco invites you to buy an apartment now, in "Givat Avivim 1 ,' and 
choose between an interest-free mortgage or a IS 50,000 discount. 


Will 111 I o IIILMIII 19 

Linked mortgage 
Unlinked payments mac 
date of occupation 


IS 50,000 
IS 250,000 

IS 850.000 (if paid on time) 

IS 250,000 (Rassco pays the interest) 

IS 200,000 (total) 


Dollar mortgage available 
for non-residents 

The Apartment: 

• In the best area -near "Neve 
Avivim" 

• Special high standard of 
construction 

• Double insulating walls 

• Marble faced facade 

• Separate lavatory and walk-in 
wardrobe for master bedroom 

• Studio with separate 
conveniences 

• 2 lifts in building 

• Parking for each flat 

• De luxe vestibule 


Spacious Penthouses 





i Additional details: 
RA&SCO, 1 RehovHar Sinai, 
Tel Aviv, Tel. 03-62781 1 , 627823/5. 


Rassco-A reputation built in 46 years. 1"™^^ 
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U.S. plays down danger of Saudi AWACS to Israel 


By WOLF BLITZER 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 

Washington. — The Reagan 

administration, continuing its push 
for congressional approval of the 
controversial S8.S billion AWACS 
surveillance aircraft sale to Saudi 
Arabia, argued last Thursday that 
Israel's topography and air space 
automatically ruled out any "signifi- 
cant" Saudi monitoring of Israeli 
aerial activi' : es. 

Last week, the Reagan ad- 
ministration formally notified Con- 
gress of Us proposed package sale of 
AWACS and other sophisticated ar- 
maments to Saudi Arabia. 

The U.S. Defence Department 
Inis prepared and de-classificd a 
highly demited "terrain masking" 
analysis of Israel's topography, 
much of which is rugged and moun- 
tainous. The study is being made 
available to members of Congress. 

According to u report in the A/fu 1 
York Times I lie maps purport to 
show that the terrain along the Jor- 
duniun and Syrian borders would 
tend to "mask" all of Israel up to an 
altitude of about 70 metres from 
coverage by AWACS aircraft 
patrolling ul about lO.QOOm. in 
northwestern Saudi Arabia. 

Administration officials ex- 
plained that radar waves can travel 
and be reflected only in wlmt is 
known as the "line of sight." leaving 
dead arcus on the reverse side of 
hills and mountains. 


A State Department briefing 
paper on the AWACS, released on 
August 24, said that as a result of 
Israel's terrain, "Saudi deployment 
of AWACS near Israel would 
provide little improvement in Saudi 
warning time, but would 
dramatically increase the 
vulnerability of AWACS to Israeli 
attack and destruction." 

Under-Secretary of State for 
Security Assistance James Buckley 
said last week: "Lei me reaffirm 
that this administration remains 
committed to the security of Israel 
and will ensure that Israel maintains 
its substantial military advantage 
over potential adversaries,'' he said. 

“In short," Buckley told a State 
Department news conference, “we 
will not allow the regional balance 
of forces to be afTected by the sale.” 

The Israeli Embassy here, under 
instructions from Jerusalem, im- 
mediately issued a terse statement 
reaffirming Israel's opposition to 
the sale. “The position of Israel is 
well known," said embassy 
spokesman Nachman Shal. "Israel 
considers the sale of AWACS to 
Saudi Arabia a danger to its security 
and to the military balance of the 
area." 

Senior U.S. officials said the 
primary mission of the AWACS is 
to protect Saudi Arabia's oilfields, 
which provide some 60 per cent of 
the West's oil needs. 


“This proposed sale is a corner- 
stone of the president’s policy to 
strengthen the strategic environ- 
ment of the Middle East," said 
Buckley. "As such, it is an earnest 
of our commitment anjl determina- 
tion to defend the ajea. The ar- 
rangements under which it will be 
made will enhance the security of 
all friendly states without jeopardiz- 
ing the interests of any one of 
them.” 

As outlined by the administration 
briefers, the proposed Saudi restric- 
tions involve the standard prohibi- 
tions against unapproved third 
country transfers of the military 
equipment or Us technology. They 
said that only U.S. and Saudi 
nationals will be permitted to 
operate the aircraft. 

The officials pointed out that the 
Saudis will start to take delivery of 
the live AWACS only near the end 
of I98S, and that they will not be 
capable of operating them “with an 
all Saudi crew” before 1990.- 

Because of the heavy American 
involvement in the technology and 
maintenance of the planes, they ad- 
ded, any Saudi violations will be 
quickly detected by the U.S. 

Congress, which reconvenes on 
September 9 from its summer 
recess, will have until October 30 to 
veto the sale by approving resolu- 
tions of disapproval in both houses. 


The officials said the administra- 
tion was "very confident” that 
Congress will approve the . sale, 
because its "sheer logistics is so 
overwhelming." 

In addition to the AWACS 
planes, the sale includes 101 extra 
fuel tanks for the Saudi F-15s to in- 
crease their range, 1,177 Sidewinder 
air-to-air missiles and six KC-707 
aerial refuelling tankers with an op- 
tion for two more. 

It is the largest foreign military 
sale in U.S. history. The officials 
said the Saudis are paying for it in 
cash. 

“We are convinced that 
providing Saudi Arabia with the 
proposed equipment will not only 
help it meet its own legitimate 
needs, but will strengthen our own 
posture in the region and make it 
clear to both local governments and 
to the Soviet leadership that the 
U.S. is committed to assist in 
preserving security and stability in 
Southwest Asia," said Buckley. 

Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig said the Reagan administra- 
tion will be prepared to discuss with 
Israel “in finite terms" the implica- 
tions of the proposed U.S. package 
sale of AWACS radar aircraft to 
Saudi Arabia. 

B ut he denied that the administra- 
tion intended to offer direct com- 
pensation ns part of an effort to win 
Israeli acceptance of the deal. 

During a televised interview with 


ABC's Issues and Answers, Haig was 
asked about speculation here that 
the administration may try to ease 
Begin’s concern by increasing U.S. 
arms supplies to Israel and to in- 
crease U.S. strategic cooperation 
with lsruel, perhaps by 
"prepositioning" weapons in Israel 
orJ?y. signing a mutual defence pact 
with it. i 

Haig said: “1 suppose that one can 
suggest such courses of action. But 
my experience with the government 
of Israel and its leadership is that 
they are not going to be bought off 
with respect to their concerns by 
goodies that wc might offer to 
enhance their own capabilities. 

Meanwhile, a five-member 
visiting Israel Air Force delegation, 
which spent nine hours flying 
uboard an Americun AWACS aeriif 
surveillance aircraft last week, 
returned home to report to the 
Israeli government on the system’* 
capabilities. 

The administration invited the 
delegation to the U.S. as pad of it* 
continuing, intensive efforts to ease 
Israel's concern over the proposed 
Saudi package sale. 

At first, Israel turned down the 
invitation. Israeli officials feared 
that even such an inspection might 
be interpreted as - readiness to 
negotiate a compromise with the 
administration over the sole. But 
later, Isrneli officials reconsidered 
and authorized the mission. 
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Palestinians insist on West 
Bank state, Sharon is told 


Gaza Mayor Rashad Shaw wo said 
last week that he had told Defence 
Minister Ariel Sharon that the 
Palestinians were adamant in in- 
sisting on their right to self- 
determination and sovereignly in a 
stale “on Palestinian soil west of the 
River Jordan." The two men met 
Iasi week as part or a series of talks 
the new defence minister plans to 
have with West Bank and Gaza 
leaders. 

According to Shawwa, Sharon 
had asked why he and other mayors 
did not want to assume respon- 
sibility for local affairs, excluding 
security, under the Camp David 
autonomy proposals. 

"I told Sharon that by the end of 
the interim period, (Prime Minister 
Menachem) Begin would come 
along and annex all or the occupied 
territories. There would be very lit- 
tle to talk about then." 

His impressions of the defence 
minister, the mayor told The 
Jerusalem Post, was that he (Sharon) 
was polite and courteous but 
resolute in his views. 

Sharon hud met earlier with Hilmi 
Hanoun, mayor of Tulkarm, Anwar 
al-Khalib, former Jordanian gover- 
nor of the West Bank who lives in 
East Jerusalem, Mustaffa Dudin of 
the Hebron village league and 
Farah Al-Araj, mayor of Beit Jala. 

The East Jerusalem daily At Fajr 
lust week carried a story from 
Hanoun reporting on his meeting 
with Sharon. 

Hanoun insisted that the PLO 
was the only legitimate represen- 
tative of the Palestinians and that 
the only role the local population 
could play was that of a possible in- 
lermcdiary, the newspaper 
reported. 



Gaza's Rashad Shawwa... impres- 
sions of Sharon 


He also repeated rejection of the 
autonomy plan. 

AU of the Palestinian leaders in- 
volved in the meetings with Sharon 
appeared to limit their expectations 
to satisfaction over local issues. 
These included requests for the 
return of the deported mayors of 
Hebron and Halhoul, permission 
to import funds from Gulf countries 
and the joint Jordan-PLO commit- 
tee for local development projects 
and the difficulties of various 
educational institutions. 

Meanwhile scores of books in 
Arabic, which the military govern- 
ment regards as seditious, were con- 
fiscated last week from bookshops 
and libraries on the West Bank. 

The books' distributors were ar- 
rested and released on bail. 

In Nazareth, police last week 
arrested 77 West Bank Arabs for 
.spending the night in Israel at a 
work camp of 4.000 volunteers 
organized by the municipality here. 

The Arubs will be charged 
with sleeping over in Israel without 
a permit, police said. The permits 
are required for residents of the ter- 
ritories in Israel between 1 and 5 
n.m. 


German tourist 
slain in Capital 

A German tourist was fatally shot 
on Sunduy night of last week as he 
walked along Via Dolorosa in (he 
Old City of Jerusalem. Security 
forces believe the ussuilant was a 
terrorist. 

The tourist, whose name has not 
been released for publication, was 
shot in the head. Two policemen 
who were on patrol 100 metres away- 
rushed him to the nearby Hospice 
hospital. Later he was transferred to 
the Hadassah-University Hospital 
in Ein Karem, where he was 
pronounced dead. 

In other terrorist incidents, a 
large explosive charge was found 
and safely dismantled last week 
near the soldiers’ hitch-hiking sta- 
tion in Jerusalem's French Hill 
neighbourhood. It was discovered 
by a routine police patrol. 

Further north, a burst of shots 
from an automatic weapon were 
fired at a car belonging to the West 
Bank Jewish settlement of Eilon 
March near Nablus, less than 1 00 
metres from the settlement’s en- 
trance. 

No one was injured in the attack 
and troops immediately sealed off 
Arab villages in the area while they 
searched for the possible suspects. 

Ethnic call in NRP 

TEL AVIV (him). — Some 70 
Sephardi members of the National 
Religious Purty met here lust week 
to form un inter-factional 
ideological "circle" for the inclu- 
sion of more Jews from the Oriental 
communities in the NRP leadership 
"on a busis of equality and justice." 

NRP ministers and MKs were at- 
tacked Tor their failure to attend the 
gathering, and the party leadership 
in general for its alleged refusal to 
ullow Oriental Jews to occupy top 
positions. 


Dry Bones 



JD 1 

\ltf "We 
y^pTiAMS. 

ill myt 

M56 . 

«AlT AUDI 

- / 


^AH BvJT 
1 H6APt> 

that e&ifO 

Pull a fast 
owe ao ) 
sJSAbAT^/ 

9 

HE TRI 6 D ■ 
TO 66 T HIM 
-To tak£ ,3 

SHS'ARlM S 
V/tco! 





‘Soviet force on maneuvers in Syria’ 


Large numbers of Soviet troops, 
accompanied by several battalion 
commanders, are reported to have 
arrived in Syria to take part in a 
joint land exercise with the Syrian 
army. 

Quoting sources in Damascus, 
the Egyptian-based Middle East 
News Agency said that the 
maneuvers are intended as a further 
display of Soviet support for the 


regime of Syrian President Hafez 
Assad. 

Earlier this year, Soviet and 
Syrian forces conducted a joint 
naval exercise off the Syrian coast. 

Reports from Lebanon, 
meanwhile, say that the Syrians 
have been secretly withdrawing the 
anti-aircraft missiles they deployed 
in Lebanon’s eastern Bekaa Valley 
last April, The reports could not im- 
mediately be confirmed in Israel. 
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‘Zionist’ Golan Druse bitter 
over lack of state backing 


By YOEL DAR 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
MAJDAL SHAMS. — Golan 
Druse who support Israel "are 
humiliated and walk with their 
heads bowed, but the government 
does not lift a' finger to helpthem," 
the chairman of (he Druse-Zionist 
Organization in the Golan, Salman 
Abu Salah, said last week. 

The Golan Heights, a territory 
lying between Syria and 
northeastern Israel, have been un- 
der Israeli administration since the 
1967 Six-Day War. 

Abu Salah, an insurance agent, 
complained that because of his ac- 
tive support for Israel, his children 
and wife were beaten and his house 
was stoned the previous week. Two 
suspects were arrested, but after 
several hours were released on bail. 
Local teachers who opt for Israeli 
identity cards urc also of being 
harassed, he said. 

Nationalist groups hoisted the 
Syrian flag on a school building in 
Mujdul Shams recently for the se- 
cond time in two months, but police 
made no arrests. Children whose 
parents took Israeli citizenship do 
not play in the alleys, because their 
playmates call them traitors and 
"tails of Israel." A school at which 


the principal maintains close rela- 
tions with Israelis was attacked and 
its windows smashed last week. 

Abu Salah said that because of in- 
creasing pressure, only a few 
persons still dare to express pro- 
Israeli opinions. Only 20 residents 
have joined the Druse-Zionist 
Organization, and its members 
“have gone underground,” he said. 
Abu Salah urged the government to 
take action against those who harass 
the moderates. 

Pro-Syrian Golan residents total- 
ly reject the allegations, explaining 
that they do not use violence against 
those who become Israeli citizens, 
but rather exert moral pressure to 
persuade them to cut off their rela- 
tions with the Israeli authorities. 

Meanwhile, the Education 
Ministry has decided not to restore 
contracts to 10 Druse teachers, and 
30 others have been transferred to 
other schools. Ministry represen- 
tative Aharon Zebida claimed that 
there was no connection, as had 
been charged, between these steps 
and the pro-Syrian atmosphere in 
the Golan. 

Five Druse teachers from Galilee 
villages who completed their studies 
at the Haifa Arab teachers' seminar 
will teach in the Golan schools this 
year. 


Cheysson may visit here soon 


Jerusalem Past Correspondent 
PARIS. — The Elysec Palace dis- 
closed lust week that French 
Foreign Minister Claude Cheysson 
would like to visit Israel and Egypt 
in (he near future. 

Cheysson last week began a 
diplomatic lour of Amman, 
Damascus and Beirut, where he was 
expected to meet with Yasser 
Arafat. 

When the .secretary-general of 
the Ely see, Pierre Beregovoy, was 
asked lust week why "Camp David 
capitals" had been excluded from 
Cheysson’s itinerary, he answered: 
"There were no exclusions per se. 
Minister Cjidysson hopes to go to 
Israel .and Egypt at a convenient 
time in the near future.” 

However indirect and low-key, 
the announcement was the first to 
refer to concrete plans for an of- 
ficial diplomatic visit to Israel. 


Cheysson said last week that the 
Mitterrand government "intends to 
help the Palestinians much more 
than any other French government 
in the past bus done." 

Cheysson repeated the Socialist 
party’s "commitment to a peaceful 
solution in the Middle East, in- 
cluding a Palestinian state." 

Before his departure, Cheysson 
told a press conference that France 
supported the American-sponsored 
Camp David accords between 
Egypt and Israel but, Unlike Israel, 
did not believe they were the 
answer to the problems of the Mid- 
dle East. 

"We support the Camp David 
agreements as they have achieved 
limited progress. We cannot agree 
with the Israelis and others who say 
the Camp David agreements are the 
answer," Cheysson said. 


Moda’i moves office to East Jerusalem 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Minister without Portfolio 
Yitzhak Moda'i last week movedi 
his office to the Sheikh Jarrah 
quarter of East Jerusalem in the 
new building near National Police 
Headquarters originally built to 
house the Prime Minister’s Office. 

The Justice Ministry is the only 
other ministry located in East 
Jerusalem. 

Moda'i told reporters that since 
modern and comfortable office 


space had been empty for a con- 
siderable lime in the new building, 
he decided to move in the interests 
of efficiency. 

He said he would be able to con- 
centrate better on his duties, far 
away from the bustle in the Hakirya 
government quarter, where he 
previously had his bureau. 

Moda’i said that while his move 
was administratively motivated, and 
not politically, he approved shifting 
more ministries to East Jerusalem. 


Cabinet appoints Levy deputy prime minister 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
The cabinet last week appointed 
Construction Minister David Levy 
as the country’s second deputy prime 
minister. Minister of Agriculture 
Simha Ehrlich also holds the post of 
deputy, prime minister. 

The cabinet also appointed MK 
Haim Kaufman (Herut) deputy 
minister of finance. In order to take 


up the appointment, Kaufman must 
divest himseir of his business in- 
terests or place them in trust (he is a 
major toy importer), in accordance 
with the conflict of interest rulings 
of the Ascher Committee. 

Although both appointments do 
not require a vote of approval in the 
plenum, the Knesset must be of- 
ficially informed of them before 
they go into effect. 


OWN A LIFETIME 
VACATION VILLA AT THE 
EILAT CLUB HOTEL 
FROM ONLY $ 2700. 


Why buy the whole cake when all you 
want is a slice? That's what Time Sharing 
is all about, it's the chance to purchase 
just the amount of time you want a holi- 
day home for - sharing the price with 
other owners - thereby paying a fraction 
of the cost. And in Israel, Time Share 
prices are still lower than comparable 
resorts abroad - a week per year for the 
rest of your life starts at $2700. You 
can even exchange your holiday in 250 
resorts worldwide. There's no better place 
to Time Share than Eilat, Israel's desert 
Riviera, with its year-round sun and 
exotic excitement. The Eilat Club Hotel 
Holiday Village has it all - beautifully 
furnished villas, fine restaurants, night- 
clubs, sophisticated travellers . . . every- 
thing you could possibly want in a 
vacation at a price you can't afford not 
to afford. 
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PEOPLE IN POLITICS 


Strongman 
of Labour 

Political Reporter Sarah Honig profiles Eliahu 
Speiser, his ideas and ambitions. 



OFFICIALLY, the opposition 
Labour Party is on vacation 
these steamy summer days. But 
the sensitive antennae of party pun* 
dits are already attuned to rumb- 
lings from beneath the surface. They 
predict that Labour’s silent majority 
is about to find its voice and that the 
paity will soon face a right-wing, 
ethnic rebellion led, paradoxically, 
by an Ashkenazi who, although a 
sabra, did not speak Hebrew until 
he went to kindergarten, who still 
writes Russian poetry, and who is 
said to be an expert on Brahms. 

The public knows him as Tel Aviv 
party strongman Eliahu Speiser. 
But the man whose views are not 
much more dovish than those heard 
in the Likud, and who keeps a strict- 
ly kosher home, was, when born in 
Haifa in 1 930 to an ardently socialist 
mother, named Ilya alter the great 
Lenin. 

Speiser himself is convinced that 
as much as two-thirds of Labour 
backs him today and that he is at- 
tuned to the mood of the vast ma- 
jority of Israelis. 

“The dovish left in the parly very 
definitely runs against the current, 
which is one reason for our failure 
to return to power," he • says. 
“Because of an elitist minority, the 
nation sees us as a minimalist, left- 
ist, anti-religious, anti-traditional 
party. All this has cost us the sup- 
port of the Oriental communities. 
Moreover, some in the party sought 
to exclude the Orientals from any 
sphere of influence and turn Labour 
into a small, exclusive club, which 
can be easily controlled and 
manipulated." 

He was referring to his arch 
enemies — the leadership of the 
kibbutz movement and what was 
called the Beit Berl group, but 
which no longer exists as a separate, 
definable party association. Many 
of its former leaders, however, con- 
tinue to be openly hostile to Speiser 
and mistrust him as an over- 
ambitious politician, who plays the 
power game for power's sake, 
without even a sprinkling of 
ideology. They note his almost total 
absence from the Ninth Knesset, 
and the fact that he chose not to 
serve on a single House committee, 
devoting his full energies to the con- 
struction of a formidable power- 
base in Tel Aviv. 

TO HIS OPPONENTS, Speiser is 
the personification of all that ails 
Labour. To them he is the Israeli in- 
carnation of the shrewd Tammany 
Hall operator, a scion of the 
notorious Tel Aviv Gush faction of 
the 1950s and 1960s, a product of 
the parly machine. His current pur- 
suit of the post of Labour secretary- 
general, they hotly argue, could 
split the party. 

And, indeed, the battle cry of 
“Anyone but Speiser" is already 
ringing loudly in some Labour cir- 
cles. Doves like MK Yossi Sand 
openly threaten to bolt the party; 
the remnants of the Beit Bert group 
are sponsoring the candidacy of 
Jerusalem's branch chief, Uzi 
Baram; and the kibbutz movement 
has let it be known that it would 
boycott Labour entirely were 
Speiser to be voted to the party's se- 
cond most powerful office (which in 
his hands, they fear, would become 
the most powerful position). Labour 
Chairman Shimon Peres is said to 
fear that a Speiser victory would en- 
danger his own position and trigger 
a shake-up of the entire party 
leadership. 

But while the dashing, 
Hollywood-handsome, classic- 
profiled Speiser is seen as the 
bogeyman by some in the party, his 
supporters insist that he is just what 


the doctor ordered for ailing 
Labour. Some even say openly that 
the secretary-generalship is just the 
beginning and that it is not in- 
conceivable that Speiser may one 
day seek the nomination for 
premier. They argue that he is "our 
answer to Begin. He is the only 
other Ashkenazi to be loved by the 
Orientals." They call it shei r 
slander to say that he is ideological- 
ly an empty shell, pointing out that 
he has never veered from his firm 
hawkish views. 

Spieser himself has been claiming 
that he is engaged in a bona fide 
ideological battle. He has been 
warning that the left could bring 
Israel to disaster, that a Palestinian 
stale would be “the beginning of the 
final solution of the Jewish 
problem," and that the Green Line 
is “a frontier of suicide. " 

He contends further that he 
desires “an open, popularly-based 
party, in which all posts would be 
contested in internal elections, 
rather than awarded through the old 
"give and take" backroom deals, in 
which the party is regarded as the 
private lalifundia of the elite and 
those without connections are ex- 
cluded, as the Orientals are. Is this 
not an ideological fight," he asks. 

H is political adversaries, he says, 
"personify hypocrisy. They accuse 
me of leading a pressure group and 
of dictating terms to the party. Well, 
show me a party without groupings 
and associations. Thai’s the name of 
the political game. A lone wolf will 
gel nowhere without support. 
There's nothing ugly about a power- 
base.” 

HOW, INDEED, did he rise in the 
Labour ranks? Despite his reputed 
power, not many know where he 
came from. His relative anonymity 
no doubt contributed to the ridicule 
often heaped on him. In fact, many 
seasoned political observers failed 


to recognize his actual power till 
quite late in the game. 

At the ag: of 17, Speiser 
sustained a severe — and still 
troublesome — arm wound In the 
pre-Independence War skirmishes 
in Haifa. After the war, he and his 
future wife, Ora, went to study 
medicine at the Sorbonoe. Ora, now 
the mother of three children, is a 
pediatrician today, but lUa (as he is 
known to family and friends) quit 
after his first exposure to the 
operating theatre. He went on to 
complete a master's degree in 
economics at the Sorbonne and 
started working for a doctorate. 

His political career started in 
1962, when, aged 32, he emerged 
from a single interview with the 
Mapai secretary-general Reuven 
Barkai, as secretary of the party's 
economic committee, head of its 
foreign relations department, head 
of the division for academics and, 
for a short lime, party spokesman. 

In only five years, Speiser found 
himself appointed Tel Aviv 
Disctrict secretary-general. But he 
soon discovered that the role 
designated for him was really that of 
front man to improve the much- 
soiled image of the all-powerful 
Gush faction, led by Pinhas Sapir, 
Golda Meir, Yehoshua Rabinowitz, 
Shraga Netzer, Mordechai Namir 
and Zalman Aranne. 

His refusal to toe the Gush line 
resulted in a veto by Sapir, Meir and 
Rabinowitz of the safe slot allotted 
to him on the party list for the 1969 
Knesset elections. The Gush of- 
fered to make him ambassador to 
Norway, but he refused to go into 
political exile. 

SPEISER’S ENEMIES maintain 
that his wars with the Gush were 
carefully calculated. They note 
that he became a professional chess 
player in his Sorbonne days and that 
this must have made him a suf- 


ficiently astute strategist to realize 
that the Gush was on the decline 
and that it would serve him well in 
future not to be too closely as- 
sociated with it. 

Whatever the truth of this version, 
for the next four years, Speiser, no 
longer a party functionary, served 
as deputy to Yehoshua Rabinowitz, 
then mayor of Tel Aviv. When the 
Likud's Shlomo Lahat captured 
City Hall in 1974, Spejser became 
director of the Histadiut labour 
federation's tax division (a post he 
still holds). At this point Speiser for 
the first time began to concentrate 
his efforts on the creation of his own 
solid powerbase. "You can't get 
anywhere with talk," he explains. 
"You need divisions behind you and 
bargaining power, or no one will 
listen." 

He was placed 24th on 
Labour's list for the 1977 elec- 
tions and won his first Knesset seat. 
At the outset of his parliamentary 
career he was derisively labelled 
Perry Mason for his unconventional 
investigations to show up the inef- 
ficiency of the postal system, expose 
the use of carrion meat in Tel Aviv 
eating places, the sale of Gaza- 
.made jeans under prestigious 
foreign designer labels, and the ac- 
quisition by the underworld of IDF 
weaponry. But the Knesset took no 
action. Speiser was mocked by the 
Labour veterans and gave up all 
parliamentary activity to devote his 
efforts exclusively to his party in- 
terests. 

In retrospect, Speiser says he 
made "a tactical error. It would 
have been wiser to be more visible 
in the Knesset, as some MKs ore, 
though they do not necessarily con- 
tribute much thereby." 

MEANWHILE, the Labour 
cauldron was boiling. About two yean 
ago the Beit Berf group came into 
existence and the late Yigal'Allon, 
followed by Yitzhak Rabin, 
prepared to challenge Perehs, 
Speiser and his pro-Peres and anti- 
Bcit Berl supporters met in Tel Aviv 
and formed the Yahdav group, 
named after the venue of their 
gathering. By this lime. Speiser had 
developed a complex network of 
ties and and alliances with a good 
many central party figures, many of 
them far removed from his well- 
organized Tel Aviv District. 

His associates included MK 
Tamar Eshel, former Transport 
Minister Gad Yaacobi, Koor direc- 
tor Naftali Blumenthol and Ben- 
Gurion University President Yosef 
Tekoa. 

When the composition of the 
Yahdav group came to light, it 
dawned on the startled party leaders 
that Speiser had attracted the sup- 
port of most of the party’s Oriental 
activists and development town 
representatives, the moshav move- 
ment, labour councils from many 
parts of the country, the young 
guard and other party associations. 

Power attracts power and Yahdav 
began to swell. 

Speiser, with his vast power, is 
credited with having secured the 
massive Peres victory over Rabin In 
the December 1980 Labour conven- 
tion. 

Speiser wbb the first to realize 
that the balance of power in the 
party might well depend on Rabin's 
supporters. He knew that the kib- 
butz element among them were his 
implacable enemies, but not so the 
urban members of the Rabin camp, 
and these he began to woo. 

Much of his power, according to 
Labour insiders, stems from the fact 
that he always delivers what he 
promises. His allies have a guardian 
in Wm. 


As the opinion polls predicted a 
sweeping Labour victory in the in- 
itial stages of the Knesset campaign 
the party was thrown into vicious 
battles over the distribution of port, 
folios. Haim Bar-Lev was assured a 
top cabinet post. Speiser could have 
secured a lucrative shadow port- 
folio for himself, but he again 
preferred the party arena, and h 
strove to replace Bar-Lev ak ' 
secretary-general. Initially, elec- 
tions for the post were to be held 
prior to the Knesset elections. But 
his opponent Uzi Baram pressed for 
a postponement: Speiser simply 
looked too powerful. Peres tried to 
have his cake and eat it too. He 
gave in to Baram but promised to 
support Speiser after the elections. 

AT THIS POINT it was clear to 
party insiders that something had 
gone awry in the Peres-Speiser al- 
liance. Speiser started meeting with 
Rabin, and was one of the prime 
movers in nominating the formti 
premier as candidate for defence 
minister on the very eve of the elec- 
tions. 

Now, Speiser and his Yahdav 
group, with the urban Rabin camp 
cheering from the sidelines, are 
demanding elections soon for the 
secretary-generalship. But still fear- 
ing his power, Speiser's opponents 
are attempting to postpone the 
showdown, arguing that it would be 
unfair to unseat Bar- Lev. 

“This is a typical Bolshevik 
argument,” counters Speiser. "On 
paper, every parly member has the 
right to stand for any parly office, 
but when anyone does, there are 
yells against overthrowing the 
trusted old leaders.” 

BUT THE TROUBLE goes deeper 
than that. Rabin has already made it 
clear that he may be after the party - 
leadership once more; and other 
Peres rivals may be lurking in the 
shadows. If Bar-Lev goes, the 
implication may be that Peres' 
downfall is not far behind. Peres is 
thus basically interested in keeping 
Bar-Lev and thwarting Speiser. 

Speiser has not personally 
atackcd Peres but his supporters 
charge that the parly chairman has 
been ** kidnapped" by the leftist 
"gang of four" — Yossi Sarid, party 
spokesmen Yossi Beilin and Gideon 
Levy, and Knesset faction 
spokesman Yisrncl Peleg. 

As far ns the post of patty 
sccrcuiry-gcncrn! is concerned, 
Speiser 1ms (lie power to summon 
the party central committee, call 
elections, am! just possibly emerge 
the winner. 

Speiser insists that he is not play- 
ing "pressure politics." 

"All I wHnt,” he says, "are 
democratic elections. Appointment 
committees and the like must he 
done away with if the party is ever 
to be reformed. It's for Labour's 
own good. I can put It on the road to 
rehabilitation, but I will not be 
deterred by threats. If war is 
declared aginst me, I will fight. Bar- 
Lev's term ended officially seven 
months ago. If Labour is a 
pluralistic party, I have the right to 
run." 

B ut in view of the hostility against 
him, does he not fear a split? "In 
democracy, all factions have to 
abide by the majority decision. 
Those who oppose me fear the loss 
of their own latifundias, but Labour 
cannot be held captive by the 
ultimatums of a vocal minority-" 

To which argument one of his °P - 
ponents recently replied wryly: 

"Anyone who, Uke Speiser, can 
mobilize a Central Committee nW‘ 
jority, has no need to resort to 
ultimatums." 
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The President of the State of Israel, Yitzhak Navon 


THIS YEAR, the Keren Kayemeth 
Leisrael — Jewish National Fund, is 
celebrating its 80th anniversary — 
80 years of vision, faith and out- 
standing achievement. 

The chronicles of this great and 
vital endeavour are inscribed on 
every piece of our earth, redeemed 
from abandoned, generations-otd 
wildernesses. 

Our hearts still echo the visionary 
words spoken by Theodor Herzl 
when he proclaimed the creation of 
the Fund at the Fifth Zionist 
Congress, December 20, 1901: 

"In creating the 'National Fund 
...the People will not only be its con- 
tributors, but also its perpetual ‘ 
owners... we want our settlers to 
strike roots in the soil, to become 
real farmers who will earn their 
livelihood off the land on which 
they live." 

The Jewish National Fund, since 
its inception, has stood by the major 
principles of national land 
ownership and land development. 

From the first ‘ days of its es- 


tablishment, it has carried out these 
appointed tasks conscientiously and 
in cooperation with the Jewish Peo- 
ple in Israel and the Diaspora. 

The life blood of the Jewish 
National Fund derives from our 
tradition which decrees: "And the 
land shall not be sold in perpetuity; 
for the land is Mine." This same 
spirit also inspires the land laws we 
have passed in the State of Israel, as 
a result of which a Covenant was 
signed in 1960 between the Govern- 
ment of Israel and the JNF which 
was entrusted with sole respon- 
sibility for land reclamation and af- 
forestation. 

. The JNF played a major role in 
determining the boundaries of our 
State and it is difficult to imagine 
the period of settlement known as 
the "Tower and Stockade" or the 
settlement of the North and the 
redemption of the Negev, without 
the Fund. When the first wave of 
immigrants came to Israel after the 
establishment of the State, the JNF 
gave them work in its forests; in 


clearing rocks and in helping to 
drive the stakes for a string of hill 
villages, today the pride of our 
national settlement effort. 

During the past two years the 
JNF.,_ in association with the 
Government of Israel and the Set- 
tlement Department of the Jewish 
Agency, was called upon to- ac- 
celerate the development oF Galilee 
by preparing the land infrastructure 
for more than 30 settlement out- 
posts as well as preparing land for 
new agricultural villages in Hcvel 
Besor across the international 
boundary with Egypt. And so the 
signal was given to boost develop- 
ment in this region, destined to 
become the country's granary. 


The JNF’s anniversary is the an- 
niversary of the whole of the Jewish 
People, and we bless those who 
tirelessly work for the realization of 
its endeavours. May your efforts be 
strengthened because the land 
needs to be reclaimed and 
developed. 


Prime Minister Menachem Begin 


AT THE Fifth Zionist Congress in 
Basel, eighty years ago, the 
Jewish National Fund was es- 
tablished. It was conceived by peo- 
ple of vision as the instrument of the 
whole Jewish people to share in the 
redemption and reclamation of the 
soil of Eretz Israel. What began as 
individuals making small weekly con- 
tributions to their "Blue Boxes," 
developed in time into what is now a 
vast enterprise responsible for af- 


forestation, land reclamation and 
settlement prepanfflon. Without the 
Jewish National Fund the long- 
neglected countryside of byr 
ancestral homeland would nevdis. 
have been made green. No other in- 
strument has so vividly reflected 
over so many years the tangible 
bond between the Jewish people 
and the Jewish effort to bring life 
back to the barren soil of Israel. 
From the rocky hills of Galilee, to 


the sands of the Negev, the work of 
the JNF has helped change the 
landscape and its work goes on. 

On the occasion of its '80th an- 
niversary, the people and Govern- 
ment of Israel sulutc the Jewish 
National Fund and all those as- 
sociated with it. The JNF is a living 
legend of pioneer initiative, involv- 
ing the whole of the Jewish people 
in the historic transformation of the 
Zionist dream into reality. 


Arye L. Dulzin, Chairman, World Zionist Organization and The Jewish Agency 


EIGHTY YEARS ago, the Zionist 
Congress called into, being one of 
the most remarkable instruments 
ever created for thfc purpose of 
building a nation: the Jewish 
National Fund. 

When we started to return to the 
Land of Israel, we literally had to 
purchase, acre by acre, the land on 
which to settle. 

Thus, while we were recreating 
our nation, we were also creating 
our country: the big land purchases 
begun at the beginning of this cen- 
tury in the Valley of Jezreel, in 
Galilee and on the coast, formed 
the basis of modern Israel. 

Redemption (geulah) was always 
a prominent element in Zionism — 
no less of land than of people. 
Geulat Ha’aretzwas, and remains, a 
sacred duty of everybody to whose 


heart a reclaimed, afforested and 
settled Eretz Yisrael is dear. 

There is another element which 
distinguishes the endeavours and 
achievements of the Jewish 
National Fund: the principle of 
national land ownership. Bought by 
the efforts or many individuals, the 
land belongs forever to all the peo- 
ple of Israel. 

The settlement of Israel is in- 
conceivable without the ubiquitous 
participation of the Jewish National 
Fund in all phases of the country's 
development. AH settlements ex- 
isting today were founded on land 
purchased by the Jewish National 
Fund. Even today, this is so, with 
the Jewish National Fund clearing 
Inc land, preparing the infrastruc- 
ture and aiding new settlers. 

As we celebrate the 80th anniver- 


sary of the founding of the Jewish 
National Fund, we can look back 
proudly at its accomplishments. 
Without it, there would be no Israel. 

However, it is also incumbent 
upon us to look ahead, and not 
slacken our efforts, because . the 
Jewish National Fund’s tasks are 
not yet completed. 

Let us therefore, in the years 
ahead, put more land to the plough, 
make Israel greener, settle more 
Jews on the land, conquer more of 
the desert, clear more hills for set- 
tlement and plant more trees. 

The Bible says: “For the tree of 
the field is man f s life.” In a broader 
sense, it is the land, the earth on 
which we live and by which we live, 
that is the nation's life. And the 
Jewish National Fund is its guar- 
dian. 
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‘A war for peace 9 

It is better to fight the desert than to fight 
people, says Jewish National Fund Chairman Moshe Rlvlin, 
in this interview with Philip GUIon. 


“THE JEWISH Nut ion al Fund,” 
says Moshe Riviin, the Chairman of 
the Fund, “is the expression of the 
noble concept that the land of Israel 
belongs to the Jewish People, 
wherever they may be." 

According to his thinking, the 
link between the land and the 
Jewish people, given practical form 
through the Fund, is in no way 
limited to the Jews living in Israel. 

“Eighty years ago, the JNF was 
created to express and to realize the 
historic attachment of the Jews to 
the historic soil of the Jews. We 
claimed that the Bible gave us a 
special relationship with the land 
known then as Palestine. But we 
also believed lhat this right imposed 
on the Jews u duly to redeem and 
develop the land, to bring life to 
bad-lands neglected for centuries. It 
was not enough to claim a title- 
deed, we had to prove lhat we could 
be good stewards of the land." 

Until the State was established in 
1948, the Jewish National Fund 
purchased lands from Arabs. Most 
of the land acquired was either 
desert or swamp. Purchases were 
made according to availability and 
also according to an overall 
strategic plan. 

Riviin concedes that the picture 
changed completely in 1948, when 
the Jews suddenly acquired control 
of vast areas of state lands, and of 
lands abandoned by the Arabs. 

“But the historic concept of the 
Fund did not change by an iota," he 
says. "When we established the 
State, there were only 630,000 Jews 
in the country. We knew that we 
were not setting up a sovereign state 
only for those Jews who were here, 
but for all Jews, wherever they 
might be. 

"Jews everywhere can participate 
in the redemption and development 
of their land through the JNF, even 
if they do not come to live in 
Israel," he insists. 

He does not believe that the crea- 
tion of the Israel Lands Authority to 
administer land in any way reduced 
the rights or duties of the Jewish 
National Fund. 

"We are part of the Authority, 
which is responsible for the ad- 
ministration of land, but not for its 
development," he explains. “What 
we do is determined by a Covenant 
between us and the Government, 
confirmed by a law passed in the 
Knesset. This charge's us with 
responsibility for developing the 
land and for afforestation, Israel is a 


unique country, because it is n 
sovereign stale with Israeli citizens, 
some uf them Arabs, and yet it also 
has a special relationship with Jews 
living outside the country. The 
Jewish Agency expresses that 
special relationship in regard to 
people; the JNF expresses it in 
regard to land." 

The concept was basically a 
philosophical and spiritual one, yet 
its fulfilment created an extremely 
practical instrument. 

“1 keep insisting that the JNF is 
not just an institution or an 
organization which owns and 
.develops land, but the embodiment 
of a vision," he says. “Yet it is in- 
teresting to note that in most 
Western countries, authorities are 
set up to deal with land develop- 
ment. as a matter of convenience, 
and in order to cut bureaucratic red 
tape, for the sake of efficiency and 
specialization. This is what has hap- 
pened to us in Israel. We have been 
able to use the most modern 
methods in the quickest possible 
way. ' 

"Just think of the problems we 
faced. Our slogan was that we were 
. undertaking the redemption of the 
land. A good slogan. But what did it 
mean? It meant a war against the 
desert. Sixty per cent of Israel was 
desert. We are a liny country. Can 
we afford to have most of the land 
desert? 

"In the last 25 years we have 
planted 20 million trees In the 
Negev. If you take a line across the 
country south of Lachish, you will 
find that there are now great forests 
south of it, forests growing where it 
seemed that not even a blade of 
grass could grow, let alone a tree. 

“What is' the function of a tree? A 
tree gives a man shade. Its roots col- 
lect rain. Its branches and trunk 
provide 'a windbreak against the 
fierce winds blowing across the 
desert. When Yosef Weitz talked of 
planting trees in the Negev, people 



said he was crazy, he was wasting 
precious money. 

“If you don't give a man trees, he 
cannot settle the land. It's as simple 
as that. If we had not planted trees, 
l doubt whether the Negev would 
be part of Israel today. Now we're 
planning to set up five or six new 
settlements in the south. This is only 
possible because of trees we planted 
20 years ago." 

He points to a map of the Negev. 
“Take the city of Dimona. When 
the first settlers went there, they 
built their own homes and they 
planted trees. Today we have the 
wonderful Ben-Gurlon Forest 
within the city limits of Dimona. 
Not far from Dimona is Yeruham, 
which was not so fortunate: we 
didn’t plant trees 25 years ago. Now 
we have launched a big undertaking 
for Yeruham. But it will take some 
years for the trees to grow. Then 
Yeruham will have one or the 
loveliest forests in Israel." 


In the Besor region, the JNF is 
developing a park of 4,000 dunums: 
there is already a park of 700, A 
locus of interest today is the Amva. 
Sally land will have to be leached 
out from Ein Lahuv south. 

“That's the real story of the 
JNF" Riviin exclaims, "not just ac- 
quiring (and. but creating land. 
Achieving the impossible. There 
will be five new settlements in the 
Sodom area. Just think of the sym- 
bolism of that — for thousands of 
years Sodom has been the symbol of 
a wasteland. Now we are going to 
change all that." 

Another area in which the JNF 
has been very active is Galilee. 

"If in the Negev we had to deal 
with sand, in Galilee we en- 
countered the problem of rocks. We 
have moved hundreds, thousands, 
millions of rocks to gel lo the good 
earth underneath. And, if we had 
not prepared the infrastructure in 
this way, we would have had no 
northern frontier settlements to 
hold the pass during the tense 
period through which we have been 
living. First we developed the area 
around Hanita; then the Misgav Am 
zone; then the Gonen region; now 
we are preparing the land for the 
new strongpoinls. * 

"We have literally transformed 
the face of the Galilee. More than 
one pillion dunams of land nave 
been reclaimed, and over a million 
dunams of trees planted." 

Comparing the position, today 
with what existed in 1948, Rlvlin 
stresses that then there were about 
five million trees in Israel, while to- 
day there are 150 million, Huge 
forests now cover the Judean moun- 
tains, oncei notorious for centuries 
for their aridity, for miles around 
Jerusalem, 

JERUSALEM remains one' of our 
special priorities,” Riviin says. He 
reflects . a moment, smiles, and 
adds, “Mind you, the Whole country 


is u priority. But Jerusalem really 
has lo be special. On the fiftieth an- 
niversary of the Jewish National 
Fund wc plumed the forests around 
Kiryju Hayovcl — just look at them 
now! For out eightieth birthday, we 
arc going in for very big projects in 
the south and cast, around Gilo on 
the one side and Neve Yaukov on 
the other. What we did lo the west 
or Jerusalem, we’ll do lo the other 
two sides. Some day Jerusalem, 
known for centuries for its and sur- 
roundings — think how many 
writers have described the hare and 
rocky mou main s of Judea — will he 
famous for its forests, like a city in 
Switzerland." 

Mention of Switzerland sends his 
thoughts to one of the highest points 
in Israel. 

“Look at Safed today. It’s like 
Zurich. Twenty-five years ago there 
were no trees at all there. Just 
imagine what a difference those 
make to the town, from the point or 
view of tourism, and from the point 
of view- of the inhabitants. 

The forests, he stresses again, 
serve muny purposes. They help to 
conserve precious drops of water, 
they prevent soil erosion, they 
provide shade, they transform a 
landscape aesthetically. 

"And they serve as recreational 
areas for vast numbers of people," 
he concludes. "We now have 1 10 
fully equipped parks, 650 picnic 
areas. On last Independence Day, 
one million people went picnicking 
in the forests. Think of the thou- 
sands and thousands of youngsters 
who go camping in the forests. And 
compare it with what there was 80 
years ago: desert. 

“The war against the desert may 
not be as melodramatic as some of 
the wars which we Jews have been 
forced to fight in re-establishing our 
Homeland. But, in the last resort, it 
will be by our success or failure in 
this war on the desert that future 
generations will judge us. From 
what we huve achieved in the past 
80 years, 1 believe we have won 
some remarkable victories already, 
and will achieve even more spec- 
tacular successes in the future. 

"A9 we win battles In this war 
against the desert, Arabs in Israel 
have benefiued as well as Jews. For 
instance, both In Galilee and the 
Negev, life has been transformed 
for the Arabs. It is belter lo fight the 
desbrt 'than to fight people. Ours is 
really a war' for peace. 1 ' 

i ■ . • 
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Colossal machines prepare the earth for the settlers who are expected in Hevel Besor in the northwestern Negev. 


THE CONJURING trick whereby 
desert and rocky hill-slopes are 
transformed into fruitful settle- 
ments and forests by the Jewish 
National Fund is actually per- 
formed by a body called the Lands 
Development Authority. (This must 
not be confused with the Israel 
Lands Authority, the independent 
body created by the Government of 
Israel.) 

Huim Zabnn, the Director of ihc 
Land Development Authority ex- 
plains: “Before the State was es- 
tablished, the Jewish National Fund 
was responsible for all land uc- 
quiiccl by the Jewish people. In 
I960, various laws were passed by 
the Knesset relating to land, and a 
Covenant was concluded by the 
Government and the JNF. Two 
authorities were c rented. The Israel 
Lands Authority became responsi- 
ble for the administration of all land 
holdings of the Government and the 
JNF: the Israel Lands Development 
Authority, functioning within the 
framework of the Jewish National 
Fund, was made responsible for all 
land reclamation, drainage, af- 
forestation and similar projects 
throughout the country.” 

Zaban look over his present post 
four months ago; prior to that, he 
was head of the planning depart- 
ment in the Ministry of Agriculture. 

He continues: "The Government 
decides on the national targets and 
objectives — for instance, it har 
decided that it wants the population 
to spread to the Negev and the 
Galilee. So the Israel Lands 
Authority will control land and 
prices in such a way that land in 
those regions is cheap, while in Tel 
Aviv, Jerusalem and Haifa you have 
to pay full market price for it.” 

HLs Authority comes into the pic- 
ture when the Government decides 
that an urea should be settled. 

“We arc responsible for all rural 
land not meant for housing, 
not used for army camps, and not 
set aside for nature reserves. This 
includes responsibility for afforesta- 
tion and development for range and 
pasture. Wc do ail the reclamation 
work needed to make areas suitable 
for cultivation — this may involve 
mountainsides used for orchards, 
sandy dunes ncur the coast, the salty 
soil or the Arava, anything and 
everything and everywhere in the 
country. When the Government 
gives ijs the green light, we go 
ahead. 

“Wc are also responsible for 
developing the infrastructure for all 
new settlements established by the 
Jewish Agency Settlement Depart- 

_____ 


Moving 

mountains 

A thousand people work for the JNFs Land 
Development Authority, engaged In the task of 
developing the land. Philip Gillon talked to the 
Authority’s director, Halm Zaban. 
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Haim Zaban with Ami Radian, head of the land reclamation section of 
the Lands Development Authority, surveys a hilltop. 


ment in rural areas. This means we 
do all the land preparation and lay- 
ing down of roads. Sometimes we 
also provide water, electricity and 
sewage, but generally the last three 
items are not done by us.” 

Supplying pastureiand is a com- 
paratively little known activity or 
the JNF. Last year, some 40,000 
dunams were prepared and treated 
by the Authority. 

An enormous amount of work is 
now being done in the Western 
Negev, necessitated by the ap- 
proaching pull-out from the Rafiuli 
area. The Authority has to move 
vast quantities of sea-sand, to bring 
in suitable soil, to change the beds 
of wadis, 16 reconstruct the profile 
of the land like a plastic surgeon 
altering the nose of a film .star. 
Literally millions or cubic metrea.pf 
■earth will have been moved in the 
Western Negev by next year, thou- 
sands of trees will have been 
planted there, and an artificial lake 
created where no lake has a right to 
exist. The Arava region is also being 
leached of salt in the vicinity of 
Neot Hakikar at the southern end of 
the Dead Sea. 

In the Galilee a new system of 
mitzpim (outposts) was introduced. 
These are forerunners of larger set- 
tlements. More than 30 have been 
set up in Galilee and several more 
are planned. Access roads and a 
complete infrastructure had to be 
prepared for each one of them. 

The settlements arc established 
on hilltops. This greatly aggravated 
the usual difficulties encountered in 
reclamation work: before the land 
could be cultivated, the hilltops had 
to be levelled. 

ORIGINALLY, most of the trees 
planted by the Jewish National 
Fund consisted of pines, which grew 
rapidly on the hill-slopes, and 
eucalyptus, which helped to drain 
marshy areas. The quick-growing 
pines had the disadvantage of 
providing poor limber for economic 
purposes, despite their beauty on 
the hitherto denuded hillslopes. 
Now some 60 or 70 different species 
of trees arc being introduced. 

Zaban concedes that the 
organizational structure, which, 
with the Government, the JNF, the 
Israel Lands Authority and his own 
Lands Development Authority ali 
concerned with land and its use, 
may seem to be complicated and 
likely to get everything wrapped up 
in red tape, but, in fact, he claims, 
the opposite happens. Everything 
works very smoothly, and 
bureaucracy is cut to a minimum. 
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"i serve as ueputy uirector 
of the Jewish Agency Settlement 
Department, and I am a counsellot 
to the Ministerial Committee that 
plans settlement policy. The 
Government naturally has to decide 
where settlements should be es- 
tablished. In practice.* once these 
decisions arc made, we go into ac- 
tion with surprising speed. Instead 
of having innumerable conferences 
and committee meetings, we can 
make important decisions by means 
of a telephone call. I can think of 
few public organ iza lions that work 
so fast, and have as good a record 
for meeting deadlines. To tell the 
truth, I cannot think of an instance 
when we were late ir» doi#{ 
something we had contracted to do 
by a certain lime." 

His Authority has nearly 1,000 
people working for it, including 
planners, surveyors, engineers, and 
employees of nil kinds. They possess 
very modern and sophisticated 
equipment, including some 
mnehincs capable of doing very 
heavy work — if necessary, they are 
able to make the mountain-tops 
move, as Orpheus was said to do 
with his lute. Zaban'* people do not 
do it with celcsliul music, they use 
colossal bulldozers. 

“Wc have set our sights on four 
major targets for the future," h* 
concludes. The first is not only to 
develop the hind for the new settle- 
ments thru will arise in the Western 
Negev, because of the withdrawn! 
from Rufiah, but also to do so to 
such a way ihnt settlers there will be 
able to enjoy as good a quality of 
life as they enjoyed in the pant. 

*‘Ou r second target is set for us b) 
the imminence of the withdrawal 
from the Red Sea coastline south of 
Eilat. Thousands upon thousands of 
Israelis, and tourists from abroad 
have learned to enjoy camping on 
that Jovely stretch of coastline. How 
are wc to compensate them for d* 
loss? Together with the Ministry o 
Tourism, we are planning alter* 
natives at Kinneret, Ein Gedi aw 
Ashkelon. These may not be the 
same, because they do not oner 
scuba diving to see tropical fish, but 
they are also beautiful spots. 

“The Arava has proved itself 
be one of the best regions in the 
world for winter growing of fruit 
and vegetables. So we will do a 
great deal of work there to establish 
new settlements. 

"Finally, we will continue to 
prepare die infrastructure for lj e 
Galilee, so that the mitzpim can be 
converted into large, thriving set- 
tlements." 

August 30 — September 5. ^ 




Building the land 
—80 years in photos 



1901-1910 

JNF 

Activity Begins 

THE JEWISH National Fund was 
established, with Theodor Herd's 
support, by the fifth Zionist 
Congress in Basel, on December 
29, 1901. The Fund was to be based 
on principles of national land 
ownership which were previously 
laid down by Prof. Hermann 
Schapira. The first land purchases 
were made in Judea and Lower 
Galilee, near the Sea or Galilee. 
JNF supported the founders of Tel 
Aviv in 1909, and aided the early 
modern development of Jerusalem 
and Haifa. The establishment of (he 
"Olive Tree Fund" marked the 
beginning of Diaspora contributions 
to afforestation efforts. 





Theodor Herd's Blue Box. 


Early lum / purehtiw enable work lo begin In Tel Aviv. 



1911-1920 

Early Lam! Purchases 

THE GROUNDWORK wju laid 
for labour settlements which later 
developed into kibbutzim and 
moshavim. At the beginning of 
World War I, the JNF tried to 
minimize the suffering of the Jews 
in Eretz Yisrael and to maintain 
contacts among Diaspora com- 
munities. In 1920, the first major 
land purchases in the Jezreel Valley 
were arranged, and endorsed by the 
London Zionist Conference, which 
declared the JNF to be "the instru- 
ment of the urban and rural land 
policy of the Jewish people.” 



At the London Zionist Conference, 
JNF land policy was endorsed. 



1921-1930 

Land Holdings Expand 

THE HEAD Office was transferred 
to Jerusalem in 1922, with 
Menachcm M. Ussishkin as JNF 
President. Meanwhile, land 
holdings were enlarged in the 
Jezreel Valley, and the Hefer Valley 
in the central Coastal Plain was 
purchased. In addition, prepara- 
tions were made for acquiring the 
Zebulon Valley (Haifa Bay area). 
Efforts were begun which turned all 
three valleys — Jezreel, Hefer and 
Zebulon — from swamps and 
marshes into the bases of Jewish 
agriculture and the beginnings of 
Jewish industry. The Balfour 
Forest — the JNFs first major af- 
forestation project — was begun in 
the Nazareth Hills. 


Halutzim at work in the Jezreel Valley, in the vicinity of Afula. 



Emek Zebulon: from swamps to 
the basis of Jewish agriculture. 
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infant saplings become country's first afforestation project. 
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Tower and stockade' village becomes vital for Yishuv's defence. 


Building the land 


1931-1940 Fighting the 
British White Paper 

ALTHOUGH the Jewish com* 
munily in Israel was confronted by 
the mounting hostility or both the 
British Mandatory government and 
the 1936-39 Arab riots, land 
purchases were completed in the 
Jezreel, Beit She'an and Hula val- 
leys, as well as in western Upper 
Galilee. “Tower and Stockade" vil- 
lages became the backbone of 
Jewish defence throughout the 
country. The founding of Kib- 
butz Negba in 1939 inaugurated 
land expansion in the southern 
Coastal Plain and in the Negev. The 
British White Paper which was in- 
troduced in 1939, and its land 
regulations a year later, were 
designed to stop Zionist upbuilding 
in Palestine, but they did not suc- 
ceed in curtailing JNF work. 



Digging a trench at Entck Hefer, north of Tel Aviv. 



Newly arrived North African immigrants receive instructions in afforestation techniques. 


1941-1950 Negev 
Settlements and 
Mass Immigration 

DURING World War II, JNF ac- 
tivity continued, with the focus on 
defence. Dr. Abraham Grannot was 
appointed JNF Chairman in 1945. 
Land purchases centred around 
areas prohibited by the While Paper 
— especially the Galilee, the Etzion 
Bloc in Judea, and in the South. In 

1946, II settlements were es- 
tablished in one night during 
“Operation Negev." In November 

1947, the United Nations proposed 
a Jewish State in Palestine almost 
entirely along the lines of JNF land 
holdings. As independence became 
imminent, JNF emphasis shifted 
from land purchases to land 
development. The mass immigra- 
tion which accompanied the early 
years of independence was accom- 
panied by massive land reclamation, 
afforestation and settlement pro- 
jects in the Jerusalem Corridor, the 
southern Coustal Plain, and parts of 
Galilee. As director of the Fund's 
Lund and Afforeslnlion Division, 
Joseph Wcilz became one of the 
country’s prime movers in the area 
of land development. He was 
responsible for almost single- 
handedly changing the face and 
map of the country. 



Draining Hula swamps: One of JNF’s most ambitious projects. 


1951-1960 Draining the 
Hula Valley 


VAST EMPTY stretches of State 
land were transferred to JNF 
ownership for development. Soil 
reclamation and afforestation ef- 
forts expanded dramatically, 
providing employment for new im- 
migrants. One of the Fund’s most 
ambitious projects to dale — the 
draining of Lake Hula and the sur- 
rounding swamps — took place 
between 1952-58. The development 
of settlements in Lachish and Adul- 
lam became models for regional set- 
tlements. In I960, the Government 
and the JNF signed a Covenant 
which extended JNF principles of 
national land ownership and 
hereditary leasehold to practically 
all public land — more than 90 per 
cent of the country's surface. 



Tachtsh dePendenCe ' ngiottal P lam{n 8 * els underway for Etzion Bloc 
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80 years In 


photos 

1961-1970 Developing 
Border Areas 

IN 1961 Jacob Tsur became JNF 
Chairman. Development began in 
mountainous Galilee, the Arava and 
other strategically important border 
areas. During the Six Day War, JNF 
road building facilitated the move- 
ment of army units between the 
fronts. After the war, there was in- 
creased development in the Arava, 
(he Golan, the Lower Jordan Val- 
ley. and the Etzion Bloc. Afforesta- 
tion projects were intensified all 
over the country. 



Forest development brought more people into the parks 


Agriculture in the south at Kibbutz Grnfh. Arava. 


Settlers at Almagor kibbutz, facing the Syrian border. 




1971-1981 Building 
Mitzpim and the Negev 

NOVEL METHODS were in- 
troduced for reclaiming sand dunes 
and turning them into farmlands. At 
the same time, new ways were 
developed to complete the reclama- 
tion of hilly terrain. Leasehold 
procedures were made smoother 
and more efficient. Hill settlements 
— especially in the Jerusalem Cor- 
ridor and the Galilee — were 
reshaped. A new afforestation 
policy was introduced, its aim being 
to attract more people to the forests 
by providing increased recreation 
and sports facilities. Forest parks 
were developed all over the 
country. Settlement in the Galilee 
was intensified as 31 mitspim (settle- 
ment outposts) were added to 
regular settlements. In the wake of 
the Israel -Egypt peace treaty in 
1979, vigorous development began 
in the Besor region of the 
-northwestern Negev. Jacob Tsur 
retired in 1977, and Moshe Rivlin 
became JNF Chairman. 



Turning sand dunes Into roads in the Negev. 
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Partners in development 

Jewish communities throughout the world have given Cull backing to Jewish National 
Fund afforestation, land reclamation and settlement projects over the past eight d«w»ades. 


United States 

WITH ITS groundbreaking held on 
July 4, 1916— -when American Jews 
joined in celebrating their country's 
200th Independence Day, and 
Israelis celebrated the Entebbe 
rescue — the American 
Independence Park signifies the 
strong lies between the two Jewish 
communities and two great 
democracies. 

These 4,000 dlunams comprise no 
ordinary park. Those who were pre- 
sent Tor the groundbreaking heard 
enthusiastic descriptions of 
proposed nature trails, mighty 
forests, and shaded highways. Those 
who have visited the park in the past 
five years have seen that the plans 
are well on the way to becoming 
reality. 

American Independence Park, 
which is located some 10 miles 
southwest of Jerusalem, is bringing 
a sort of regional development to 
the hill settlements in the vicinity. 
For instance, with the opening of 
the Hubert H. Humphrey Parkway, 
the settlements of Mevo Bctar, Nes 
Harim. Bar Giora, Mata and 
Mahasiya have become linked to 
each other and to the regional 
centre at Beil Shemesh. The resi- 
dents no longer have to lake a cir- 
cuitous 45-minute drive to reach 
Beit Shemesh — with their new 
parkway, Beit Shemesh is a mere 10 
minutes away. 

This has led to other projects. A 
new sports centre has been com- 
pleted in Ncs Harim, and as it 
develops, it is expected to attract an 
increasing number of tourists to the 
area. One of Israel's most popular 
tourist attractions — the Avshalom 
Sialagtite Cave — is located in the 
vicinity. The cave itself was dis- 
covered in the early ‘70s by JNF 
employees who were preparing the 
area for some of the one million 
trees which have been planted in 
the park. 

Another major American JNF 
project in the Jerusalem area is the 
John F. Kennedy Memorial. Built 
to represent a tree which was' cut 
down iiV its ■' prime, 1 the ' itriking 
memorial In- ar'b&atKtdkitfg setting 
near Hadassah Hospital, has at- 


tracted donors and tourists from all 
over America. They are especially 
drawn by the scenic drive through 
the Judean Hills en route to the 
memorial, which takes them 
through the adjoining Kennedy 
Peace Forest. 

Moving south, American JNF is 
directing the planting of about three 
million trees at Lahav in the 
northern Negev. The trees form a 
barrier against the encroaching 
sands, and provide the cooling ef- 
fects which come with all forests. 
Recently, the construction of 
recreation areas in the vicinity has 
begun, aimed at attracting residents 
of the Negev development towns 
such as Dimona and Yeruham to 
the forests.* 

At present, American JNF is 
aiding in development projects in 
two of Israel's most crucial areas. 
The first is Hcvel Besot in the 
northwestern Negev. This is the 
area which is being prepared for 
those settlements in the Rafiah 
Salient which are being moved to 
comply with the terms of the Camp 
David Agreements. With the 
withdrawal little more than six 
months away, the giant bulldozers 
are working overtime to move, mil- 
lions of cubic metres of sand in ad- 
vance of the settlers. 

In the North, Americans we es- 
pecially active in their support of 
the Galilee mltzplm. These 31 settle- 
ment outposts are aimed at increas- 
ing the Jewish population of the hill 
regions of central Galilee. For its 
part, the JNF blazes the roads and 
prepares the infrastructure for the 
new settlements. 

Other American projects dot 
Israel from north to south. In the 
Arava Valley, American Jews have 
helped the development of Moshav 
Hatzeva, one of the pioneer settle- 
ments in this area which experts 
said was uninhabitable and un- 
cultivable. In the Jerusalem Cor- 
ridor, there is the Scroll of Fire, 
located in the Martyrs' Forest, one 
of American Jewry's memorials to 
the victihis of the Holocaust: Near 
Kiryat Marachi, its sisttr city. los 
Angeles, has developed, an exten- 
sive forest and recreation area. 







Dedication of Canada's 'Garden of the Rebuilders of Jerusalem.' 
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'A tree cut down in its prime’ — the John F. Kennedy Memorial. 


Canada 

THE SUPPORT which Canadian 
JNF has given to projects in Israel 
— past, present and future — began 
in the 1920s. At the time, 
Menachem M. Ussishkin, the new 
JNF President had just moved the 
Fund’s Head Office to Jerusalem. 
One of his first official trips was to 
Canada, to promote the idea of 
purchasing the HeFer Valley (now 
the centre or the country, north of 
Tel Aviv). For the time, it was an 
almost unbelievably ambitious pro- 
ject. The idea was to drain the 
swamps and create agricultural 
land. The cost of the project: SI mil- 
lion. Rather than wait until that 
amount of money could be raised, 
leaders of Canadian JNF took out a 
loan for the sum, forwarded the 
money to Jerusalem, and then 
became responsible far repaying the 
loan themselves. 

With this as a beginning, Cana- 
dian JNF has made other major 
contributions to changing the face 
of the country. 

In the early years of in- 
dependence, Canadian. JNF helped 
creole a string ^ teilfemeriU firth* 
Westerrt Negev, including' TiShar, 
Gilhar and Shokeda. From this as- 
sistance developed the tradition of 
holding Negev Dinners in Canada, 
which have now become one of the 
major annual events for Canadian 
Jews. 

Canadian support of afforestation 
projects also goes back 30 years. 
First was the Canada Forest near 
Ein Kerem (1954-^4), then the 
Canadian Centennial Forest near 
Amatzya in the Lachish region 
(1964-67), and the Canadian 
Friendship Forest near Nehusha 
(1968-7 1). Each of these forests now 
has about one million trees. 

The crowning effort as far as af- 
forestation and land reclamation is 
concerned, began in 1971. This is 
Canada Park in the Ayalon Valley, 
midway between Jerusalem and Tel 
Aviv. The forest alone now boasts 
about five million trees. The adjoin- 
ing park brings the total area to 
some 30,000 dunams, stretching 
from Kibbutz Ma'ale Hahamisha to 
Sha'ar Hagai to the pre-1967 
border. The cost for the develop- 
ment of this area is an impressive 
SIS million. 


Beginning in the 1970s, Canadian 
JNF extended their efforts further 
south than ever before, and while 
still supporting ‘ afforestation ac- 
tivities, also became actively in- 
volved in land reclamation. 

Their first such project was to 
help with improvements at Kibbutz 
Eilot, just north of the city of Eilat. 
It was discovered that the water 
table in the vicinity was too high, 
which required underground 
drainage. Funds were raised for the 
required drainage, and subsequent- 
ly. for a swimming-pool. and other 
amenities. 

This effort then developed quo 
the Guardians of the Arava 
programme, which helped with 
needed improvement at Kibbutz 
Samar. 

In 1977, a special project was 
begun to beautify the city of 
Jerusalem. Called the ‘'Rebuilders 
of Jerusalem, ” this programme, 
which is aimed at eradicating any 
trace of the city’s former division, is 
starting by having parks completely 
encircle the Old City. 

Probably the most impressive 
project of all is Galil Canada, a ma- 
jor fppdraising effort Ip, benefit 14 
. psw l settlements in. the ,Tsalmpn 
bjoc of central Galilee. Included are 
kibbutzim such as Moran, Lotem 


and Ruvid. Moshavim include Gival 
Hanuniya, Kalanit, and Livnim. 
There will be an army outpost 
which will eventually become a 
civilian settlement at Eshchar. 
Kamon and Michmanim are ex- 
pected to be community seult- 
ments, while the remainder - 
Kahal, Kedarim, Ma'ale Zivia, 
Tefahot and Masad — have yet to 
determine their final form. 

United Kingdom 

THE CONCEPT of sponsoring ma- 
jor nation-building projects in Israel 
is such. a long-established tradUic 
for members of the Jewish Nations 
Fund in Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, that their past projects have 
become national landmarks, while 
their present projects hold similar 
promise for the future. 

They began by sponsoring forests. 
Tylav. these forests tell somethin* 
of the s'.. ry of the relations between 
•he two nations. One of Israel's 
oldest afforestation projects, the 
Balfour Forest near Nazareth, wu 
begun in 1928 in recognition of the 
acting foreign minister who, s 
decade previously, recognized the 
right of the Jewish people to a 
homeland in Palestine. Within the 
next decade, the Balfour Forest was 
joined by the King George V forest 
nearby. Despite attempts at arson, 
this forest prospered and helped 
Mem the tide of unauthorized graz- 
ing in pre-Siulc days. 

Other major forests which have 
received assistance from the JNF in 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
include the Coronation Forest: the 
10th Anniversary Forest, planted in 
1958 near Massua, southwest ot 
Jerusalem; the Churchill Forest, 
which was dedicated by Churchill's 
son Rnndolph in 1967, and the 
Royal Forest, also in the area of 
Nazareth. This forest coincides with 
the 25th anniversary of Queen 
Elizabeth und Prince Philip, and d 
Israel's independence. It wa* 
planted in 1973. 

But the green vistas all ovirthe 
country which these forests have 
created, arc not the qnly, connip- 
tions, • In the curly '6fo, T Y;9Wl er 
JNF undertook the financing « th # 
H ighwny of Youth up to the settle* 
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Green vistas of H or shat Ta! park, developed by Britain. 
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ment of Meron, and the five- 
kilometre road which now reaches 
Kibbutz Ma'ale Gilboa near Beit 
She'an. This road has become es- 
pecially popular with springtime 
travellers, because of the prolifera- 
tion of unusual wildfiowers each 
year around Pessah. 

Also during the 1960s, Younger 
JNF financed the development of 
Hbrshal Tal, one of the country's 
major parks, while the Ma'alot Fel- 
lowship Project provided a forest 
recreation area for residents ot this 
northern development town even 
before It received worldwide atten- 
tion during a terrorist attack. 

Other projects supported by JNF 
Fellowship (Young Marrieda) in 
Britain Include support for other 
northern border settlements, in- 
volvement in efforts in the Segev 
bloc of the Galilee, and land 
reclamation activities in Hevel 
Besor in the northwestern Negev. 

Having aided Ma'ale Gilboa, a 
Nahal outpost which became a kib- 
butz, they turned their efforts south 
in the late 1960s, and helped finance 
the original development of Kibbutz 
Ketura. Ten years later, Ketura, set- 
tled by olim from the Young Judea 
movement in the U.S.. has become 
a prototype for new settlement in 
the Arava. 

At present, with development 
emphasis focused on the Galilee, 
the JNF of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland takes pride in the 
completion of their reclamation 
projects in Segev, which developed 
the infrastructure for three new 
moshavim: Yu’ad, Manof and 
Shechaniya. They are actually 
forerunners of the new Galilee mil:- 
pint, and are intended to strengthen 
the Jewish presence in central 
Galilee. 

To help finance the construction 
required to fulfill the Camp David 
Accords, within the past year, 
British JNF adopted their most am- 
bitious project ever, a £10 million 
commitment to sponsor land 
development for four new settle- 
ments in Hevel Besor. 

Australia and New Zealand 

FACED with the challenge of help- 
ing to develop the Land of Israel — 
both physically and spiritually — - 
the JNF of Australia and New 
Zealand has responded in an 
impressive manner. Through the 
years, their early contributions have 
now matured into areas of prime 
importance, while also serving as a 
basis for continued activity. 

Probably their most impressive 
single achievement is Kerem 
Maharal in the Carmel Mountains, 




south of Haifa. Named after the 
Maharal, the 16th century chief rab- 
bi of Prague, Kerem Maharal has an 
outstanding view of the Meditarra- 
nean, and has developed into an 
area rich in forests and farmlands. It 
is hard to believe that at the time of 
the War of Independence, the area 
was suffering from generations of 
neglect. 

Today, as one drives through the 
area, the strong scent of pine is 
overwhelming. Wildlife and 
wildfiowers flourish, as do the set- 
tlements which have come to the 
area. With the assistance of Jews in 
Australia and New Zealand, land 
has been added for cultivation, 
forests have been planted, and the 
country has witnessed the 
redevelopment of an area so richly 
planted that the view from the 
Kerem Maharal watchtower today 
is almost entirely green. 

To the east — in Galilee — Jews 
in Australia and New Zealand have 
been responsible for the establish- 
ment of the forest and recreation 
urea at Ein Zeltim, among the 
loveliest in the region. And in the 
south, Australia and New Zealand 
teamed up with Younger JNF from 
England, to help with initial support 
for Kibbutz Ketura, one of the 
pioneers of agricultural productivity 
in the Arava. 

The interesting feature of settle- 
ments in the Arava, is that the area 
was originally thought to be un- 
inhabitable, und the soil too saline 
to support settlement. However, as 
people moved in, problems were 
faced, and solutions were found. 
Fruits and vegetables — including 
luscious melons — and flowers, are 
now produced in the Arava and ex- 
ported ull over the world. 

One of the most interesting of the 
current Australian projects involves 
restructuring Moshav Meron near 
the Lebanese border. This veteran 
moshuv has gone the way of a dis- 
turbing number of northern settle- 
ments. Having to deal with the day- 
to-day concerns of making a living, 
the general atmosphere and 
aesthetics have been largely ig- 
nored. Driving into Meron today, 
one does so over a neglected road 
which affords a view of chicken 
coops. The JNF of Australia and 
New Zealand has adopted the 
moshav, and is attempting to assure 
a more pleasant future. As a first 
step, they are improving the main 
» road which will separate the 
chicken coops from the residential 
areas, end will renovate buildings 
which are at present unused and 
neglected. The general plan also 
calls for creating more living space, 


and insuring sufficient room for 
houses and fields so that the second 
generation need not live elsewhere. 

The thinking behind this and 
similar projects is that as the North 
develops, increased services will be 
required in the vicinity. And with 
the help of the JNF of Australia and 
New Zealand, as the demands for 
tourist infrastructure increase, cur- 
rent projects will provide a valuable 
head start. 
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Transforming the swamps of the Hula 
Valley, a major engineering feat. 


The forests of Kerem Maharal In the Carmel Mountains. Australia's tribute to 
the 16th century chief rabbi of Prague. 


South Africa 

IN AN elTort to take part in the 
challenge of Israel's development, 
South African JNF has always 
responded impressively. In fact, one 
of Israel's best known development 
projects is one in which South 
Africa pluyed a major role — the 
transformation of the Hula Vulley. 
The Hula, which was purchased by 
the JNF in 1934, was full of swamps 
und a lake in which mosquitoes bred 
und spread malaria. After in- 
dependence, when the country's 
priorities turned to housing the 
flood or immigrants and refugees 
who arrived in the country, it 
becume clear that a major land 
reclamation efTort was necessary to 
accomodate the burgeoning popula- 
tion. 

The Hula Valley drainage project 
has been called a major engineering 
feat. The human story goes much 
deeper. For seven years, beginning 
in 1950, thousands of people were 
involved in draining swamps and 
building canals. When the project 
was completed, 60,000 dunams of 
the country's best farmland was 
created, in addition to a 4,000 
dunam nature reserve. 

While the Huia was being 
drained, JNF was shifting some of 
its efforts south. Once again, South 
African JNF was instrumental with 
aid. Twenty-five yean ago, when 
the JNF first undertook regional 
planning, one of the first regions to 
be tackled was Adtillam in southern 
Judea, now less than a half-hour 
drive from Jerusalem's southern 
suburbs. Following the defeat of the 
Etzion Blod during the War of 
. Independence, the isolation of the 
region became amply clear. And so. 
South Africa's aid in helping es- 
tablish Moshav Zafririm played an 
important role in both the develop- 
ment and the defence of the region. 

Further south, one finds another 
major South African project — the 
Yatlr Forest, just north of the Arad- 
Beeraheba road. This forest is im- 
portant not only because it is 
located in the northern Negev, but 
also because when U was planted, it 
was on tho Jordanian frontier. 

More recently, South African 
JNF has been involved in the cam- 
paign to help realtructure hlH'settle- 
ments in the Galilee and the 
Jerusalem Corridor. One of the 
most dramatic of these efforts was 
Shezor, just off the Acre-Safed 
road, near the Galilee town of Car- 


miel. South African contributions 
helped enlarge the amount of land 
available for cultivation, and also 
increased the living space for in- 
dividual families. 

Near the Golani Junction on the 
Tiberias- Haifa Road, South African 
JNF also built one of the country's 
most popular picnic and camping 
areas in the Lavi Forest and Park. 
This recreation area is becoming a 
meeting ground for youth from 
Israel and abroad, as well as sup- 
porting a major Plant-A -T ree- W ilh- 
Your-Own-Hands Centre. 

Looking toward the future, South 
African JNF — with the aid of the 
Women's Zionist Council of South 
Africa — is considering further 
development projects in Galilee — 
especially several mltzpim. 

Europe 

WHILE most projects supported by 
JNF in Europe are done so by in- 
dividual countries, there is one pro- 
ject is which all European com- 
munities have taken part. This is the 
Martyrs’ Forest, in memory of the 
victims of the Holocaust, which 
stretches along the old road to 
Jerusalem, beginning in Beit 
Shemesh. The more than 20 
kilometres which wind up to the 
capital, will be covered by six mil- 
lion trees. Since 1948, when the 
forest was dedicated, virtually every 
European Jewish community has 
been represented in the forest. In 
addition, the Murtyrs' Forest is the 
beginning of a green belt around the 
city or Jerusalem. 

Tributes have been planted by 
both Jews and non-Jews. In addition 
to memorializing entire com- 
munities, individuals have also been 
remembered, such as the Anne 
Frank Forest (a Dutch project) near 
Moshav Shorcsh. 

Recently, French JNF — with 
the sponsorship of Paris-based Nazi 
hunters Serge and Bcatc KJarsfeld 
— dedicated a new memorial. The 
ceremony, which look place during 
the World Gathering of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors in mid-June, 
paid tribute to the 80,000 French 
Jews who were deported by the 
Nazis. A forest of 80,000 trees was 
established, in addition to a 
memorial at the entrance to the 
forest near Moshav Roglit (which 
also receives support from the JNF 
in France), which includes all 
80,000 names. 

Other French efforts since 
Independence have also supported 
afforestation, especially in 
areas which are important defen- 
sively. The first such project aided 
• Ihe forests in the vicinity of Mount 
Gilboa in the Beil She'an Valley, 


where a forester was killed by a ter- 
rorist before the Six Day War. At 
about (he same time came French 
contributions to the Yatir Forest, 
between Beersheba and Arad, 
which at the time was on the Jorda- 
nian frontier. Recently, the 
Foresters' House at Yatir has been 
enlarged, and there is now a youth 
camp operating there summer and 
winter. 

The JNF in France has also 
provided assistance for the develop- 
ment of Mitzpe Harashim in the 
Galilee. 

The JNF in llaly, which has also 
recently decided to adopt a Galilee 
mitzpe , does so after supporting ex- 
tensive afTo restation efforts in the 
Segev bloc of central Galilee. The 
Segev Forest now has more than 
one million trees. 

The JNF of West Germany has 
adopted a different afforestation 
project, also in the North. This is 
the Zippori Forest between 
Nazareth and Sh'faram. A youth 
camp was recently opened in the 
forest. This camp is attended by 
youth from Israel and abroad, in- 
cluding Druzc youth from the 
North. The participants lour the 
areu, and help thinning efforts in the 
forests, where the JNF of West Ger- 
many has added some one million 
trees. 

Swiss JNF has established the 
Swiss Forest outside Haifa near the 
Druzc village of Daliat-al-Carntel. 
They are also active in support or 
M oshav Idan in the Aravn. This is a 
truly international effort, as this 
moshav wus settled mainly by im- 
migrants front English-speaking 
countries. Their support to !dan has 
predominantly aided land reclama- 
tion, for the area is subject to flash 
floods each winter. 

Holland supports another moshav 
in the South — Ashalim in the 
Negev. As at Idan, support at 
Ashulim has also gone principally 
for lund reclamation. Moving up 
north. Dutch JNF has added lens of 
thousands of trees to the forest near 
Nir Etzion, in the Carmel Moun- 
tains. near the town of Zichron 
Ya'acov. 

Belgian JNF has supported af- 
forestation efforts in the Yatir 
Forest, at Gival Hamoreh near 
A Tula, and near Ramot Naflati in 
the Galilee Panhandle. 

Finally. Swedish JNF supported 
tree planting in the vicinity of 
Migdal Hacmek. and is now 
planting trees in the Zippori forest. 
They recently dedicated a forest to 
Raoul Wallenberg, the Swedish 
diplomat who rescued thousands of 
Hungarian Jews and is believed to 
still be alive in a Soviet prison camp. 
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Jewish 

cowboys 

Hundreds of thousands of dunams turned 
into grazing land; 31 new settlement 
outposts established; forests planted and 
used for youth camps— all in the JNF 
Galilee programme. Judy Siegel reports. 


THE RUGGED Galilee -terrain 
may not yet look like a Wild West 
film set, but the Jewish National 
Fund is quickly turning Jewish set- 
tlers into cowboys and hundreds of 
thousands of dunams of state- 
owned territory into fenced-in graz- 
ing land. 

The JNF has taken several vital 
steps to arrest the growing tendency 
among the region's Arab residents 


to encroach on public, state-owned 
lands by ploughing, grazing and il- 
legally building. The most impor- 
tant developments are the establish- 
m ® nt „ 31 mitzpim (“lookout 
points" or settlement outposts), the 
fencing of land and the planting of 
new forests. 

Members of the JNF directorate 
were taken on a Galilee tour recent- 
ly to see what is being done to 


Winds 
of change 

The home of the Maccabees, the Central 
Galilee, was neglected for centuries. Now, 
it is being transformed by the pioneers 
who are leaving the cities to make a new 
life in the mitzpim. Zvi Volk talked to 
some of the new settlers. 


AS THE winds cut through the 
rocky hills of central Galilee, it's 
hard to believe you're only a half 
hour drive from Haifa. This is an 
area whose vistas are as breathtak- 
ing as its terrain is inhospitable. It is 
an area rich in Jewish history, hav- 
ing housed Jewish patriots, zealots, 
prophets, revolutionaries and law- 
makers. Galilee was the home of the 
Maccabees, was Judaism’s spiritual 
centre after the destruction of the 
Temple, and was the seal of the 
Sanhedrin. 

As the morning fog lifts on Mount 
Gamal, one could be lulled into the 
belief that central Galilee b the 
peaceful ancestor of a proud past. 
But there is a problem. This region 
of ageless olive trees is also a major 
Arab centre. To complicate mat- 
ters, in 1979, the Jewish population 
of the area was a mere eight per 
cent. 

Standing on Mount Gamal today, 
one notices an almost imperceptible 
change in the landscape. Looking 
across the valley toward Maj el- 
Crom, there are white lines cut into 
the landscape. Fifty years ago this 
was still as abused an area as 
throughout much of its history. It 
was one of the first areas where the 
Jewish National Fund went to work 
planting trees. Now that the trees 
have matured into forests, there is a 
new challenge. 

First come the bulldozers and 
cranes, and then the settlers. These 
are the historical descendents of the 


halutztm (pioneers) who settled 
Safed and fought valiantly at Tel 
Hai. They are leaving established 
lives in the cities and agricultural 
settlements around the country, and 
are coming to Galilee to build mltz- 
pim (settlement outposts), 

The idea behind the 31 mltzpim is 
that they are actually settlements- 
in-the-making which will monitor 
surrounding land to guard against il- 
legal use. Since the early 1970s, 
when it became clear that there was 
a pressing need to bring more Jews 
to Central Galilee, there was a plan 
to develop kibbutzim and new 
towns in the..region. But develop- 
ment was painfully slow. In com- 
parison, the local Arab birth rate is 
among the most prolific in the 
world. Clearly, more concrete 
measures were called for. 

Instead of establishing new settle- 
ments one at a time, the idea was 
brought forth to establish a number 
of small settlements. And in 1979, 
the Jewish National Fund began 
blazing roads and clearing sites for 
homes at 31 mltzpim. In the two- 
year period, 1979-81, the JNF plans 
jo build and improve almost 1501 
km. of roads in central Galilee. 

The idea of settlement outposts is 
not completely new to the JNF. As| 
an answer to security concerns of a 
bygone era, caravans were 
organized to head south to the 
Negev the evening after Yom Klp- 
pur, in October 1946. By the follow- 
ing morning, 1 1 mltzpim were es- 


develop the region. 

They were told that out of 1.1 mil- 
lion dunams in Galilee, 631,000 are 
owned by the State. Of that area, 
305.000 dunams have been oc- 
cupied by Arabs, in addition to their 
own private holdings of 350,000 
dunams. 

A national grazing! authority was 
established three years ago, aimed 
Hi preparing large sections of the 
rocky, thornbush-strewn land for 
grazing of cattle, sheep and goats. 

By the end of 1981, the JNF — 
which founded the grazing authority 
along with the Israel Lands 
Authority, the Agriculture Ministry 
and the Jewish Agency — will have 
fenced in 250,000 dunams of grazing 
land — using 1,000 kilometres of 
metal fencing. The land is leased 
through year-long renewable con- 
tracts only to those who show that 
they are able to care for their herds. 
No land is available for speculation. 

The hilly land has been provided 
with water lines to quench the 
animals' thirst. On hot days, they 
nuzzle up to JNF-planted trees to 
get some shade. Those areas whose 
natural underbrush isn’t tasty or 
nutritious enough for the cows, 
sheep and goats, are planted with 


tablished. Mltzpim which are today 
established settlements include Kfar 
Darom, Urim, and Gal-On. 

In fact, this is the thinking behind 
the contemporary milzpim. Each 
settlement begins with 10-15 
families who move on to a site and 
begin building a new life for 
themselves. Some sites are ex- 
pected to evolve into traditional 
agricultural settlements — prin- 
cipally moshavim, while others will 
develop into what is known as an in- 
dustrial village, similar to a moshav, 
but principally non-agricultural . 

Some mitzpim are based on a 
common political orientation, and 
others on religious practice. Some 
are formed by immigrants from a 
particular country. The one thing 
that all the halutzim in the outposts 
share is their desire to settle in 
Galilee. 

There are certain features com- 
mon to all the settlements. As one 
drives up the dirt and gravel access 
road, one notices the water pipe on 
the side of the road. This is hooked 
up to the settlement's main water 
supply. Nearby is the generator for 
electricity. Gone are the days when 
there was no electricity at new set- 


grasses that supply their breakfasts. 

The mitzpim are the modern 
equivalent to the mitzpim es- 
tablished just before the War of 
Independence in the Negev. Because 
Arab homes have been sprouting 
like mushrooms, and they have not 
been torn down by the authorities 
even though the structures are il- 
legal, it was decided to construct 
quickly several dozen mltzpim. The 
pre-fab structures arc home to 
young singles and married couples 
who want to contribute and want a 
quiet and meaningful life. Ac- 
cording to JNF officials on the trio, 
the waiting list of would-be mitzpim 
settlers is long and the supply of 
pioneers almost unlimited. 

The majority are not — sur- 
prisingly — people who have hous- 
ing problems and are looking for a 
cheap solution. Instead, according 
to the officials, they are successful 
couples with a few children, a flat, a 
colour TV and a few overseas trips 
under their belt who are looking for 
meaning and challenge. 

With the success of the 31 Galilee 
mitzpim. settlement activities are 
now moving south to the Irron Hills 
north of Hadera. This is an area 
which had just one Jewish settle- 


tlements and water was brought in 
by truck. The houses are 
prefabricated and relatively small 
(50-75 square metres). At some of 
the “more established" mitzpim , 
like Tal El, there are grassy patches 
and small gardens. At newer mltz- 
pim, like Gillon and Hararit, large 
rocks and small boulders sit right 
next to the front doors. In time, of 
course, these will be moved. But at 
present, there are more pressing 
concerns. 

Esther Baham, a former 
Jerusalemite.' now lives in Gillon, 
near the midpoint of the road 
between Acre and Carmiel. For the 
past three years, she has been work- 
ing as a psychologist with the Army. 
Now she works in Carmiel twice a 
week, as a platoon officer with 
Drnze villagers. 

She sees the mitzpe as “an oppor- 
tunity for group togetherness and 
social creativity which isn’t possible 
tn the city." In addition, she says, 
“as Jews, we want to be part of the 
Galilee." She underscores the fact 
that it is possible and necessary to 
establish communication between 
Jews, Arabs and other ethnic 
minorities in Galilee. 



Newly paved roads signal fresh start for the Ualllee. 
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ment — Moshav Mei’ami — before 
the Six Duy War, und only one new 
settlement was added in the next in 
years. Now, six mitzpim are planned 
for the urea. 

One of these new settlements the 
directorate visited is not yet Mn 
ulaled, but the pre-r a b homes ~ 
three-room, utilitarian flats painted 
yellow — ure almost ready f 0r 
cupulion The place is called 
Kochuv > a ir, in memory of 
Avruhum "Ya’ir” Stern of u „. 
derground Tame. The Sapir Forest is 
being plumed around the mitzpe 
but leaving enough room so that the 
place may eventually be home for 
1,400 families or 7,000 persons 
Since it is only a 10-minutes’ drive 
from Kfar Subu, no factories or 
agricultural plots will have to be es- 
tablished. Instead, the settlers will 
commute to work. A group of South 
African Jews who were “turned on"' 
to the idea by Minister Ariel Share 
are thinking of moving to Kocha 
Ya’ir. 

When enough people move in, 
the site will be transformed from a 
mitzpe into a communal settlement. 
JNF World Chairman Moshe Rivlin 
told the directorate members that 
the surrounding hills would be “the 


Her neighbours, Levi and Esther 
Max, formerly of the Haifa suburb 
of Kiryat Yam, came to Gillon 
because they wanted a major 
change in lifestyle, while being 
geographically on the crossroads. 

The Bahams and Maxes, in addi- 
tion to the other 13 families present- 
ly at Gillon, were part of an original 
group of 80 families. The final selec- 
tion was made by a committee, of 
which the garin composed one- 
third, and the Jewish Agency and 
other official bodies the other two- 
thirds. 

Slightly to the north of Gillon, the 
scene is completely different at 
Mitzpe Tul El. One of the first mitz- 
pim. settled in May 1980, Tal El's 
main sircel leads to small lawns and 
gardens near each home. The resi- 
dents are all Russian immigrants 
who have been in the country less 
than 10 years, and work in Haifa. 
They expect to develop into an in- 
dustrial village based on computers 
and engineering consulting. 

Adi, another mitzpe settled 
predominantly by Russian im- 
migrants, isn’t nearly us established. 
Haim and Paulina Abramovich 
moved in lust October. Sitting in 
their living room, Haim, a gym 
teacher in nearby Kiryat Haim, 
looks out the window at the next hil- 
ltop. “You see that lovely two-stoiy 
house there," he says. "Two years 
ago, when we started coming here, 
it was a tin shack. The amount d 
unauthorized building by Arabs in 
the area is amazing." 

“I’m not apioneer,” Abramovich 
says, “I just like living here because 
life is pleasant and the air is dean." 

Because most of the families liv- 
ing on mltzpim are young, most of 
the children who are in school at- 
tend kindergartens on the site. 
Older children, such as the 
Abramoviches’ teenage daughters, 
attend regional schools to which 
they must commute. As the settle- 
ments expand, more schools will be 
built. 

Amiram Gershoni, a resident of 
Mitzpe Hararit, provides an inter- 
esting contrast to Abramovich. He 
sees himself as a pioneer. His group 
is currently completing the con- 
struction of the homes and 
sidewalks in their settlement. He> 

• his wife and children, could haye 
stayed at the family, moshav at Tel 
Han an. But 'they wanted to 'build 
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most beautiful park area in the 
country." 

Another site being prepared for a 
mitzpe is called Ma’anit Bet. Also 
located in Wadi Ara, it mil be set- 
tled by- graduates of the Hashomer 
Hatza’ir movement. 

Some mltzpim will have factories 
or some agricultural land, because 
(heir residents cannot commute to 
far-away towns and cities. A 
number of the mini-settlements 
already boast- industries, including 
the production of artificial dia- 
monds and the operation of com- 
puters. Eventually, the JNF hopes 
that the mini-settlements will 
become full-fledged communal set- 
tlements totalling hundreds of thou- 
sands of Jews. 

The rural north is burgeoning 
with Arab prosperity. Nearly every 
house seems to be in the process of 
being built or expanded. Some of 
the shapes are ordinary, some 
designed with Disneyland whimsy. 

A natural contrast is the forests 
being planted by the JNF. Forestry 
experts say that the Arab-owned 
goats that graze freely in the Galilee 
wreaked havoc among the young 
saplings. But, after the trees reach a 
certain height, goats — whether 



Children at JNF youth camp transform the forest with their play. 


Jewish- or Arab-owned, can actual- 
ly be helpful, because they reduce 
the danger of fire or the annoyance 
of underbrush. 

The JNF Galilee forests come 
alive in the summer with about 
15,000 teenagers — 11, 000 from abroad 
>:nd the rest Israeli — who spend 
their vacation in JNF camps. 
Located ut Tzippori, Nes Harim, 
the Lavi Forest, Yattir, and 
Michmorel, the camps teach 
youngsters how to live independent- 
ly in a forest. They cook, like 
scouts, with primitive utensils, 
prepare recipes for medicaments 
obtained from pine needles and 
eucalyptus leaves and learn to 
recognize the local flora and fauna. 

The Diaspora youngsters come 
from North America, England, 
France, Italy, South America, 
Belgium, Turkey, Holland and the 
Scandinavian countries — and 
many of them return home “burn- 
ing Zionists." With Israeli counsel- 
lors, they even learn such things as 
to differentiate between stones 
touched by man and those that have 
been eroded by natural forces. 

The JNF is not just Blue Boxes — 
it is also cowboys, camps and 
pioneering settlements. 


something new, something unique, duslry," he snid. "That’s when we will also manufacture frozen din- coming here? I think it’s wonderful. 

This budding cooperative moshav saw that our neighbours at ners and are considering other With a view like this,’’ he said 

(moshav shitufi) has a strong sense Shechaniya were polishing large ideas. gesturing toward the Haifa-Acre 

of community. They are all gemstones, and we got into the Rahel Marian laughed when coastline in the distance, "who 

vegetarians, and begin each day business of polishing smaller asked why she wanted to move to an needs to raise kids in B’nei Bra k?" 

with a half hour of meditation. For stones." They also have a colour isolated hilltop. “It’s a family thing. There arc other interesting stories 

them, an isolated rural existence film processing laboratory, an 1 guess you could call it antishegos," in the making. At Mitzpe Clil, there 
and the possibility of constructing engineering office, a caterer, a she said. Like members of other are no prefabricated houses. The six 
their own homes, is basic. butcher, a manufacturer of mitzpim, Rahel stresses the impor- or so families there bought their 

At Alon Hagalil, halfway between playground equipment, and other lance of the quality of life. Her bus- land privately and built their own 

the Haifa suburb of Kiryat Ata and smaller concerns. band. Yehuda, agrees. "1 grew up homes. When approached by 

Upper Nazareth, the members of "But probably the most impor- with the Stale," he said, “and I see representatives or the Electric Cor- 

th is moshuv-in-thc-making are tant thing about our group," Shull this ns another era in our porlalion about installing 

finishing their workday. Lily Sharon said, “is that if it weren’t for Manof, development." electricity, they replied lhaL they 

hnsjust picked up one of hersonsat most of our members probably They both stressed the impnr- would prefer to experiment with 

the cooperative nursery, and walks wouldn't havV come to Israel, and if lance of creating a small religious windmills and alternative energy 
across a small square to meet her they had, they may not have community in a rural environment, sources 

husband, Gil. They are joined by stayed." Manof gave them a By Rosh Hashana, they expect to Meanwhile, members of Mitzpe 
Dudu Gilam. Lily is from Yokneam, framework and a challenge. have the majority of the community Shurashim arc now in the absorp- 

Gil and Dudu arc from Haifa sub- At Moreshet, just over the hill services they need for their first 30 lion centre in Curmiel — where the 

urbs. None of the three had any from Manof, the residents are busy families. members of Manor began. At pre- 

previous experience in agriculture establishing their own framework. Almost all of their members have sent (hey are waiting for their site to 

before moving to the site. Their first Having moved in this spring, their yeshiva backgrounds, and the be prepared. The original members 
year is a trial period. challenges are obvious. The first remainder agree to live a strictly of this group got together in 

“As a group, we fell the need to few Moreshet families suggest that religious life. But as with other mi tz- Berkeley. California, and have 
safeguard land in the Galilee," this will be a different sort of pirn, there is a strong sense of spent much lime and energy 
Dudu said. “This past week, we Galilee settlement, as all the resi- building something new, of striking drafting a master development plan 
found vegetables we didn’t plant, dents are religious. out on their own. for their settlement which is ex- 

growing on our land." He added They expect that in time, their But it was Rahel Marian's father pected to evolve into a cooperative 
that the local Beduin are rather main occupation will be to staff a who summed up their attitude most moshav. 

“casual" in where they allow their yeshiva and a guest house. But they succinctly. “What do I think of their And with the success of the 
sheep and goats to graze. 

"We knew we wanted to start a 
moshav," Gil added, "but there 
wasn't enough money, so the idea of 
a mitzpe was suggested. In addition, 
most of us come from the area, and 
we wanted to build something 
here.” 

"The thine is," Lily said, "we 
want our children to grow up 
without a lot of noise.” 

FLEXIBILITY seems to be one of 
the most abundant commodities at 
Manof, where the majority of the 35 
families are South African im- 
migrants. The first thing one notices 
at Manof is the homes. These are 
not the prefabricated cubicles of 
Gillon and Adi. They are relatively 
large (104 square metres), three- 
bedroom homes. The idea is that 
when the group organized in South 
Africa, they approached the Jewish 
Agency and explained that they 
wanted to add their own money and 
have larger than standard homes. 

They succeeded. 

They also succeeded In helping 
their members settle down in Israel, 
according to Les Shull. “While we 
were still in the ulpan and living in 
the absorption, centre in nearby 
Carmiel, we began looking for in- 



Les Shull (centre) discusses quality of gemstones at Moshav Monof. 


Galilee mitzpim. similar settlements 
arc now almost ready for occupancy 
in the Irron Hills, about 30 
kilometres northeast of Hadera. 
Before the Six Day War, only 
Moshav Mei’ami was established in 
the region. This remained the only 
Jewish settlement until it was joined 
by Keihan in 1977. In the near 
future, these two settlements will be 
joined by six new mitzpim: Shakcd, 

II anna nil, Mevo Duian. Kauir. 
Harisli and Cia'adu. 

WHLTIlhR talking n» the veteran 
moshavnikiin who have become 
vegetarians and settled at Hararit, 
the Russian emigres ui Adi and Tal 
El, the South African immigrants at 
Manof. or the 1 ora-observanl 
former city-dwellers at Moreshet. 
there are common threads running 
through the conversations and out- 
looks. 

The settlers in the mitzpim are 
young. Few are over age 35. Many 
are leaving established lives and 
careers — in agriculture, industry, 
or education — to move to the 
Galilee. Their reasons are not all 
that complicated. On the one hand, 
they share visions of bringing more 
Jews to Galilee and the importance 
of coexistence with the present pop- 
ulation. In return, they see 
themselves as improving the quality 
of their own lives, by establishing 
well thought-out individual 
lifestyles in which they have more 
say than they could in the city. They 
also have more room to raise their 
children. 

Today as you stand on Mount 
Gamal, the wind still cuts through 
the rocky hills. But so too do bull- 
dozers and roads. Unlike a few 
years ago, when standing on Mount 
Gamal today, you look west to 
Mitzpe Tal El and south to Mitzpe 
Gillon. Fewer than a thousand peo- 
ple are involved in the early 
development of the Galilee mitzpim, 
but if their Negev forebears are any 
indication, these ore the agricultural 
and industrial centres of the Galilee 
in the 21st century. 

AND WHATEVER similarities and 
differences may be found in the 
backgrounds of these halutzim, their 
presence signals the fact that the 
winds blowing through Galilee's 
rocky hills today are the winds of 
change. 
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Destination: Besor 


The first families moved from the Negev’s Rafiah area into the nearbv 
Besor region this summer. Minor discomforts are not affecting their 
optimism, Yehonathan Tommer and Greer Fay c«rii— «« found. 


IN THE master plan of Negev set- 
tlement. Pit’hat Rafiah and the 
Besor region were intended to 
represe nt a growing carpet of Negev 
greenery. Sections of the Besor 
region were settled and developed 
even before the establishment of the 
State. The pioneers were the 
members of Kibbutz Gevulot who 
came 10 what was then an in- 
hospitable strip of land, in 1943. 
Other pre-Statc kibbutzim in the' 
area include Urim, founded in 1946 
and Ze'elim, established in 1947. 

Four more kibbutzim were set up 
in 1949, and in the same year, the 
foundations were laid forTifrah. the 
first moshuv. In the interim, more 
than 20 kibbutzim and moshavim 
have fanned out through the Besor 
region. 

Following the Six Day War, an 
aggressive effort was made to settle 
Pit hat Rafiah, some four 
kilometres away from Besor in the 
nonhwest Negev. The two regions 
are located between the southern- 
most sector or the coastal plain and 
i he fold mountains. As part of the 
1978 Camp David Accord, Pit'hal 
Rafiah will on April I, 1982 become 
sovereign Egypriar territory. 

The solution offered to the 6.000 
Rafiah residents was to re-locatc 
down the road in the Besor region. 
Wiih only seven months to go 
before the deadline, the com- 
munities arc getting on with the 
business of reorganizing their lives 
in their new homes. 

Motorists travelling through the 
Negev have become accustomed to 
the sight of the gradual conversion 
ol^ drilling wasteland to sectors 
suitable for habitation and cultiva- 
tion. 

Jewish National Fund land 
reclamation crews, working around 
the dock for dose to three years, 
have moved more thun 50 million 
cubic metres of earth and dunes to 
prepare the sites for settlement. 
Financial assistance was provided 
by the JNF of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland which set a fund 
raising target of £5 million for the 
project. 

The move from Rafiah to Besor is 
not quite like starting from scratch. 
For the most part, glass houses, 
pipes and dwellings are being dis- 
mantled and reinstalled in their new 
locations. The investment in 
agricultural equipment and facilities 
in Rafiah was somewhere in the 
vicinity or 530 million. Hie cost of 
dismantling and reconstructing is 
around SI0 mijlion. Taking in- 
flationary trends into consideration, 
replacement, vis-d-vis dismantling, 
would cost appreciably more than 
S30 million. 

Tremendous savings are being 
made by lifting houses off their 
foundations and transporting them 
lock, slock and barrel to Besor. The 
genius behind the lifting up and put- 
ting down plan is n Haifa-based 
structural engineer, Prof. Huirn 
Finkel, who has made a study of the 
methods of moving buildings iniuct 
The first families of Mosliav 
Yesodot Hadarom look up 
residence in Besor in July of this 
year, with four families paving the 
way for their neighbours. Other 
families will follow as last-minute 
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Bringing lift io the desert — housing takes shape. 


work is completed to connect the 
Farms tu the main water supply line 
and to insijill electric generators. 

Housing has also been eompleled 
for three new moshavim, Tiilmci 
Yosef, Priel and Yivul, as well as for 
the two former Rafiah kibbutzim, 
Hoi it and Sufa. The long-range plan 
calls for a total of 20 rural settle, 
mems to he established in the Besor 
Region within the next few years. 
By Mnrch, 1982, it is expected that 
at least 220 housing units will be 
either occupied or ready for oc- 
cupancy. 

Further away from the sea than 
Rafiah. Besor enjoys slightly cooler 
climatic conditions, especially at 
night. 

The drip irrigation methods used 
so successfully in Rafiah and the 
Arava, will be employed to grow 
powers, fruit and vegetables, Frost 
invades the region for only a few 
nights in the year, but precautionary 
advance measures must be taken in 
the building of the infrastructure of 
the settlements so that crops will 
not suffer. 

For the first families who have 
moved from Rafiah to Besor this is 
"just the end of the beginning" ns 
Nahum Lischinsky of Mosliav 
Yesodot Hadarom put it. Originally 
from Argentina, Lischinsky and his 
family lived at Kibbutz Hazerim 
near Beershcba for three years and 
then moved to Dimona before mak- 
ing the final decision that rural life 
was more their cup of tea than an 
urban environment. Today, he is 
farm secretary of his moshuv, most 
of whose residents originate from 
Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil. 
Lischinsky's were among the first 
Torn families to pile their worldly 


goods on to tractors and to cart 
Lliem along with their farming 
equipment from temporary quarters 
at Miftaliim to the Besor region. 

“Our move was long in coming, 
strained with uncertainty and full of 
economic hardships." he says, 
noting that during their lliree-ycar 
temporary stint at Miftahim, many 
Yesodot Hadarom members spent 
all their savings to make ends meet 
and some have substantial debts 
hanging over them. 

The road ahead will not be easier, 
at least not until each family es- 
tablishes its own farming ynil. 
Lischinsky is optimistic that with a 
permanent roof over his head and a 
clearer future in front of him, the 
forthcoming season will be the most 
crucial hurdle to overcome. “Once 
we get past it, things will start get- 
ting better." 

His neighbour, Miriam 
Schusterman, having swished out 
the sand from her living-room, fol- 
lowing a Negev storm, is all smiles. 
Veteran immigrants of 10 years’ 
standing, she -and her husband are 
also from Argentina. The path to 
her front door is bordered by rows 
of acacia shrubs and the plot out- 
side her living room is planted with 
kools grass. "I simply had to find a 
quick way of stopping the sand front 
coming in," she comments. 

A former nursing secretary at the 
H istadrut clinic in Dimona, 
Schusterman shrugs off the delayed 
move to Besor, which had first 
been scheduled for April, but was 
postponed to July. The nucleus or 
Yesodot Hadarom takes small 
physical discomforts in its stride. 

When the first four families ar- 
rived, the main sewage lines were 


blocked. Water was stored in plastic 
containers and power was derived 
from an electric generator. Hoi 
water will he available once the 
solar energy collectors arc 
positioned on the roof lops. 

The hot houses are already in 
place, and Schusternian, together 
with the other women on the 
moshav, is gening ready for the 
winter planting. The Schusterman 
family has three nnc-dunam glass 
houses from which export quality 
cucumbers, tomatoes and strawber- 
ries will emerge. This month, thev 
will put 9.000 small plants into the 
soil. Last year, this number of plants 
yielded dose to four tons of fruit. 
The Sehustcrmans hope to have an 
even better crop this year. 

In addition to her own work load, 
Schusterman helps her husband in 
the field. Rising at day break she 
tends to 2,000 young 
chrysanthemum and gysophilia 
plants which are expected to yield 
more than 8,000 blossoms. 

Since July, Yesodot Hodarom’s 
population has increased to 30 
families. “Our homes are far from 
big says Lischinsky. The settlers, 
many with three and more children, 
feel cramped in the two-bedroom 
dwellings and charge that more, 
thought should have been given to 
basic family needs. Schusterman 
remarks that established lives were 
uprooted to make the move to Mif- 

Besor. bCf ° rC COnlinuin S °n to 

Lischinsky is disturbed by. Lhe 
freeze on public building projects. 
A^ocery store i3 duetoO p cn800n 

r" l J he ™ oshav requires office 
and “ |; ommunil y centre. 
Members grumble about having to 
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return to Miftahim for every mj. 
ministrutivc need. 

Other than public buildings, the 
moshuv urgently needs trees for 
shade against the sun and protec- 
tion aguinst the wind. A JNF af- 
forestation expert has already mei 
with members to formulate a p|g n 
for landscaping the grounds. Work 
will commence at the end of the 
year when the weather is cooler. 

MEMBERS OF Moshav Yated w 
just beginning to populate their set- 
Element. Yated was founded by the 
offspring of moshavniks and kib- 
butzniks in the vicinity of Ashkelon 
After a brief training period it 
Moshav Priel in the Rafiah Salient, 
they joined the members of Yesodot 
Hadarom ut Miftahim. 

All are hopeful and excited about 
the potential of Besor. The tensions 
induced through the signing of the 
Camp David Accord have ap- 
parently become less significant 
than the actual move. 

“For two years after Camp 
David, we supported ourselves from 
the produce of one dunam of land 
and numerous odd jobs on 
neighbouring farms," says Yated’s 
Ya’acov Pema. 

Yated and Yesodot Hadarom 
cooperate on several ventures, and 
to some extent, pool their 
resources. At present, they are 
working together on a fe\v dunams 
of land made available by Kibbutz 
Nir Yitzhak. The South Americans 
have learned a lot from their Israeli 
colleagues, hut the Israelis are 
learning too. “(flowing up on a 
moshav doesn't always provide all 
the answers," says Pema. "Thf 
climate in the Besor region is more 
humid, farming methods are dif- 
lerent. and soil conditions produce 
flowers and vegetables which are 
different from where I grew up.” 
The Yesodot Hadarom members 
arc moving into standard 80 sq.m 
homes. Each family has a plot on 
which the house stands, plus two 
dunams for hothouse flowers and 
vegetables and 10 dunums for 
orchards, avocados and imago 
trees. Each mosliav has an annual 
water allocation of 9,800 cubic 
metres supplied by the National 
Water Carrier. 

The settlements each have 
homes for 30 families plus available 
land for an additional 30. 

Pablo Roscnfeld, a member of 
Yesodot Hadarom, is enthusiastic 
about his new life. In Israel forjusta 
little over three years, he admits 
that he had no real concept of the 
moshav. “Argentinian Jews only 
know about kibbutzim,” he says. ”1 
had no idea about moshavim until 1 
made aiiya." Rosenfeld wants his 
moshav to be a model for future 
South American immigrants. 

As people buckle down to few 
the new challenges, there’s just too 
much to do today and torn ffo*’ 
without thinking about what hap- 
pened yesterday. 

This JNF anniversary mag-.:ne ,l '? J 
edited by Joanna Yehiel and Zvi Volk- 
Graphics by Bernie Bernik**- 
Photos, unless otherwise indicate if. 
from JNF Archives, headed by Shna 
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PEOPLE AND ISSUES 


B LACKBOARD, desk, lecture 
stand, microphone, baby-grand 
piano — the equipment in the pit of 
a sloping lecture-hall at Jerusalem's 
Van Leer Institute. Prof. Andrf Ha- 
jdu of Bar-Ilan University is at the 
keyboard, filling the room with 
baroque sounds of a biblical sonata 
by Johann Kuhnau: “Saul, who is 
cured by David through means of 
music." 

The occasion is the opening of 
this week's First International Sym- 
posium on Medicine in the Bible, 
sponsored by a pharmacopoeia of 
salutary organizations: the brael 
Academy of Sciences and 
Humanities, the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and Cillture, the American 
Physicians Fellowship, Inc., and the 
Ministries of Health and Foreign 
Affairs. 

Presiding as chajrman and grand 
old man is Joshua O. Leibowitz (b. 
1895), emeritus associate professor 
of (he History of Medicine at the 
Hebrew Univcrsity-Hadassah 
Medical School and president of the 
International Academy for the 
History of Medicine. 

The man who seems to be holding 
the conference together is the 
secretary, Dr. Samuel Kottek, who 
scuttles up and down the steps, 
making the introductions, warning 
the speakers to keep to their time 
slot, pouring water for dry mouths, 
adjusting the microphone to the 
bluster or whisper of speakers. In 
his spare lime he delivers a lecture 
on “ Nishmat Hayylm (The Spirit of 
Life), as seen by Colton Mather the 
Puritan and Manasseh the Jew." 

Most of the conference is con- 
ducted in English — with accents of 
French, Greek, German, various 
Eastern European languages, and 
Hebrew. Some uf those who speak 
arc physicians, some arc Bible 
scholars, some arc both, and many 
arc devoted to philology: the 
blackboard occasionally breaks out 
in a plague of leap-frogging letters. 


Ancestral health 


as meaning is deduced from trans- 
positions. 

WHAT REALLY packs the hall is a 
lesson in Hebrew by Prof. Nehama 
Leibowitz, a feisty and familiar 
Jerusalem figure in her brown beret, 
sensible beige suit, sensible brown 
shoes; a heavy black briefcase 
seems her constant companion, and 
for this occasion she has brought 
along a suitcase full of books and 
notes, 

Her subject is Leviticus 13-14, a 
description of the disease usually 
called leprosy, which the priests 
were instructed to identify among 
the Israelites in the desert. She 
begins with a disclaimer (“What do 
1 know about medicine?") and 
proceeds lo make it clear that this is 
in any case no textbook leprosy, but 
a punishment, apparently for lashon 
hara, an irresponsible and damaging 
surt of chatter which, us she notes at 
one point, can be found today in 
newspapers. 

Leprosy is described in the Bible 
as affecting man, clothing and 
houses, but in the commentaries the 
order of the three varieties is 
reversed. She offers explanations, 
then an example of a later case of 
leprosy in the Bible — the haughty 
Uzziah in Chronicles II. Her in- 
sights arc mingled with humour; she 
mentions in passing that Samuel II 
tells us of a period in xvhicli there 
was no war for 40 years — so the 
people rebelled over income tux. 

Some cursory gleanings: 

NF.FESU, which can he understood 
as "psyche” in Mu: Bible, peihups 
lias a literal meaning uf “tlinut," 
and is often “the scut ol hunger or 
thirst." ft is related to the word 
nejishn — exhalation — and 



Nehama Leibowitz (Rubinger) 


By MARSHA POMKRANTZ 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 


becomes a mclonomy for the living 
heing because breath is seen ns a 
sign of life. The point was made by 
Dr. Piulia.% Cariti in mi unulysis or 
various words which arc translated 
— uftcit wrongly — as "soul" or 
"spirit." 

SOME SAY that our ancestors saw 
r- *»d'inrs: -it her-, say that r .nnic *4 
the words lor "colour" in lau in- 
dicate shape or other physical 
qualities. In fact, said Yigal Yannai, 


the only colours definitely men- 
tioned were green, red, and yellow, 
and either more or less intense 
shades of the same (we don't know 
which) — plus white and black. 
What is the relevance to the topic of 
medicine in the Bible? Perhaps, that 
priests were given instructions on 
how to identify diseases, and some 
of 'the clues were the colour of the 
patient's skin and hair. 

THE FIRST use of anesthesia and 
suigery in the Bible is in Genesis 
2:21, where "God caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon Adam" and ex- 
tracted a rib. He also closed up the 
wound in what seems to be com- 
mend uble surgical style, said Dr. 
Alexander Katznelson, of the Sheba 
Medical Centre. 

EZEKIEL, who lived in the sixth 
century BCE, was the first 
orthopedist, said Dr. Victor Roth, 
who is one himself. He knew that 
fractures must be bound — as 
evidenced in Ezekiel 30:31. The 
Lord told him, the prophet reports: 
"...I have broken the arm of 
Pharaoh. ..and, lo, it hath not been 
hound up to be healed..." 

Prof. Yeshaynhu Leibowitz, 
biochemist, biblical scholar and 
brother of Nehama, speaks about 
the brass serpent in Numbers 21. 
which appears at first lo be it 
magical cure which God instructs 
Moses to administer ufier a plague 
of poisonous snakes kills off masses 
of his people. If ii is such a cure, it is 
a departure from the Bible's usual 
view, which opposes healing by 
specific ritual. 

Hie M islirti otfrrs .i met upturn-: 
c.\plan.»t ton. Leibowitz notes — that 
anyone w ho lilted his eye:, to see the 
brass serpen i . held high un a stan- 



THE VIOLENCE surrounding the 
archeological, digs in the City of 
David was the result of a debate 
over whether a Jewish cemetery 
once existed in the area. But the 
truth is that the whole affair has 
much wider implications and has 
much lo do with the quality of life in 
Israelis pluralistic society. 

For there is no doubt that the 
militant Netorci Karta activity has 
nothing to do with the facts, about 
which they know nothing. They are 
interested in neither Tacts nor 
historical sources regarding the site. 
And they show no interest whatever 
in archeology. 

Their activity against the 
archeological research is merely an 
extension of their dedicated fight 
against Israel as an Independent 
Jewish State. 

For almost three decades, their 
anti-Zionist activity consisted of an 
ideological struggle. But in the last 
few years, the ultra-religious 
ideological hatred of the state has 
degenerated into violent activity. 

Netorei Karla became aware of 
their power to cause disturbances in 
Jerusalem, while damaging Israel’s 
image abroad and politically acting 
in alliance with Israel's enemies, 
notably Jordan and probably also 
the PLO. 

The fact that Chief Rabbi Shlomo 
Goren publicly took a stand in the 
debate over the digs in the City of 
David which conforms with that of 
Netorei Karta, gives his position a 
far greater significance than the ac- 
tual issue involved. 

His position is of even greater 
significance because, unfortunately, 
he either did not study the sources 


concerning the problem of the al- 
leged Jewish cemetery well or lie 
was misinformed by others. Fur 
there has not been a Jewish 
cemetery either in the area of the 
digs nor anywhere near them to the 
south of the Temple Mount. The 
sources are perfectly dear about it, 
including those quoted by (he chief 
rabbi himself. 

Let us limit ourselves to the 
period which comes after the 
Moslem conquest of Jerusalem in 
638 C.E., since the renewal of the 
Jewish settlement in the Holy City 
started after this conquest. Jews 
were not allowed to live in the city 
until then, and therefore there is no 
question of burial places for Jews 
anywhere around it from the middle 
of the second to the middle of the 
seventh centuries. 

An important fact to be 
remembered is that a Jewish 
cemetery could be established only 
in an area which had been bought 
by Jews — either privately or com- 
munally — and which had then 
been dedicated as a cemetery. The 
area in question has never been a 
Jewish communal properly, and 
there Is not a single source — 
Jewish, Arab or European — which 
claims that it has. 

The only place explicitly men- 
tioned as being bought by the Jews 
after the Islamic- conquest is the 
Mount of Olives. The area was used 
for prayer, because the excellent 
view over the Temple site, and as 
the chief burial area for the Jews of 


Moslic Sharon pr odiums 
evidence to back up his 
claim that there has never 
been a Jewish burial site in 
the City of David area, 
where controversy now 
rages. 


Jerusalem. In the vicinity of the 
Temple Mount this is the only place 
where Jews have buried their dead 
since then. In all the Islamic legal 
documents from Lhe Ottoman 
period concerning disputes between 
Jews and Moslems over the Jewish 
cemetery, the issue in question, has 
always been 1 either the Jewish 
ownership of the Mount of Olives or 
the right of passage to the cemetery 
through Moslem private property. 

Many legal documents, including 
some decrees issued by the sultans 
themselves, deni with theBe 
problems. 

Many of these documents and 
decrees were issued at the request 
of Jews from the 16th century 
onwards, when the local Moslem 
population or authorities interfered 
with the Jewish freedom of passage 
to the Mount of Olives or the burial 
on its western slopes. 

Nowhere in all these documents 
is there any mention of the southern 
slopes of the Temple Mount, the 
site of the City of David. All the 
sources speak of a burial place only 


un the eastern and south-eastern 
side of Jerusalem: more exactly, 
about lhe M mi ill of Olives and the 
Valley of Jehoshaphat. 

For example, a letter sent by the 
leaders of the Jew ish community in 
J eru salem to the J ews in the 
Diaspora in the end of the 10th cen- 
tury, contains the following: 

"When the Kingdom of fshniae! 
(the Arabs — M.S.), invaded the 
Holy Land and took it from lhe 
hands of the Christians, and came to 
Jerusalem, there were many Jews 
with them who showed the 
(Moslem) invaders, the Temple site 
and settled since then with them. 
They (the Jews) bought the Mount 
of Olives — and this is the place 
where we pray in the Holy Days." 

In a letter sent from Jerusalem in 
1481, the writer R. Joseph da Mon- 
tagu a. speaks about going to visit a 
grave of a certain rabbi, “which is 
near the cemetery of the 
Ashkenazim and near the burial 
place of Prophet Zechariah." The 
Tomb of Prophet Zechariah has 
popularly been identified as the 
pyramid-top burial edifice in the 
Jehoshaphat Valley. 

According to another letter sent 
around this time from Jerusalem by 
R. Isaac Latif, of Jerusalem there 
was a tradition that a Jewish 
cemetery existed next to or outside 
•the Golden Gate (the blocked gate 
in the Eastern wall of the Temple 
Mount) and that once the place was 
taken away from the Jews (and 
became a Moslem cemetery), the 
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dard, would in fact be lifting his 
eyes to Heaven, and from Heaven 
would come his recovery. 

He finds that explanation insuf- 
ficient, and goes on to the story of 
Hezekiah, "one of the few pious 
kings." who was known as a 
smasher of idols. A full six to seven 
hundred years after the incident in 
the desert, he destroys the brass ser- 
pent (Kings II, 18:3-4), which is ap- 
parently more consistent with the 
biblical view of miracle cures. “A 
sacred object is the opposite of 
holiness," Leibowitz says. 

"MEDICINE" and "Bible" in the 
title of the symposium were various- 
ly interpreted. There was room for 
discussion of mind, body, soul, 
spirit, medicinal plants, signs of old 
age, the laying on of hands, 
similarities or Jewish and Christian 
interpretation. 

MEDICAL amulets bearing words 
or ph ruses from the Bible have 
always been popular. The Talmud 
and the Sages frowned on their use 
but finally adopted tin altitude of “If 
you can’t beat ’em, join ‘cm,” and 
merely prescribed standards for 
them. Dr. Eli Davis of Hadnssah 
University Hospital showed slides 
of some of the most impressive 
ones, noting that the wards were 
sometimes jumhlcd, or sometimes 
only the lust letter oT each word in 
the phrase was used — “to foul the 
Devil or l.ililh." 

ONI: OF’ lhe basic questions in 
medicine ami Bible lias been lhe ex- 
tent uf find's help in curing, and 
whether it is permitted to pu to doc- 
tors for cures, according in Pr«*t 
David Mu-ser. Hen Siia tin the 
Apociyphii I ■■flerei! ,i v<1iiiu<it h\ 
pniimnn "in ih . ii .t doctor rveene. 
hi, \ iiiivdi-di')* tmiii f j.vj. mi the 
pr.tiiin 1 ui mcdiv-im- is pci miMed 
If then' w:ls a sigh ■>! relief in the 
iKi'tn. it v. ,t\ ik«i no»:. - , .i!»ie. 


I ev. n -.t.ir'.-'d t > l** if. t lie -i -lead a hit 
Inn her aw a - . 1 ■ oiii it 

M«»u •tpeiilK i.. itu. ore.it o.-ni- 
meinai.ir of the Midina. the 
venerated Rabbi * ’Jv.i-ii j of Bar- 
linnra. who left f ittn -Ii Casiello in 
14X5 ami arrived in Jerusalem in 
1488. Ills sell lento ill in Jeiusalem 
marked the start of a new era in the 
Jewish presence in the city. 

He attracted many f Jews lo it and 
since then Jerusalem once again 
became a major Jewish centre in the 
Holy Land. 

His evidence about die Jewish 
cemetery in the city is therefore 
highly important, because he 
describes his own experience in 
burying the dead. 

This Is what he wrote in 1488: 
"And the Valley of Jehoshaphat is 
u very small valley between the 
Mount of Olives and the Temple 
Mount and this is where the Jewish 
cemetery is now — and next to the 
graves, at the bottom of the Mount 
of Olives is the Grotto of 
Zachariah's Tomb..." 

There is hardly any need for 
further evidence that the only burial 
place of Jews, at least in the last 
1,000 years (before modem times) wax 
to the east of the city on the Mount 
of Olives and in the Jehoshaphat 
Valley, fur away from the digs that 
are now being conducted. 

It is, therefore, impossible not lo 
come to a conclusion that the tight 
is not over a non-existent Jewish 
cemetery but over the very 
.character of the State of Israel. 

The author is a senior lecturer In 
the history of the Islamic peoples at 
the Hebrew University. 
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CONTROVERSY 


A Matter 
of Interest. 


FOREIGN RESIDENTS, TOURISTS 
NEW IMMIGRANTS, 

ISRAELIS RESIDING ABROAD 
RETURNING RESIDENTS 

You want the most for your money. You will get it if you open 
a free foreign currency account at the Discount Bank. 

You will enjoy 

* High interest based on Eurocurrency rates 

* Interest free of Israel income tax 

* Funds freely transferable, anywhere, any time 

* Exemption from estate duties on non resident 
accounts 

Short on time? Send in the coupon below and we'll send you 
full details and application forms. You can do all your banking 
by mail, too. 

Interesting, isn't it? 

This advertisement la not applicable to and is not directed at reaidenU of 
countries In which aoUdUtiona of deposit! are not permitted by law. 

And remember! You are ilwtyi welcome at our Near York branch 
■ at3ll, F TiUi Avenue, Tel. (212) 331-8300 
PNMTI It pays to bank with 


240 branches In Israel 14 branches and offices abroad 
New York: fit 1, Fifth Avenue, Tel. (212)061-6600 

ISRAEL DISCOUNT BANK LTD. 

Tourtat Canter A Main FOralm Exchange Branch 
18 Mapii St. corner 71 Ban Yehudi SL 
Tot Aviv — Telephone (031247276 

Mesas tend me: 



□ Information on 


□IndMduai 


Fret Foreign Currency account! and Banking by Mall amice. 


□ Your quarterly puDUcaUoa- BUSINESS REVIEW AND ECONOMIC NEWS FROM ISRAEL. 
□Your booklet TRAVELLING ups for TOURISTS IN ISRAEL 


StaiuaOFbniaA Rmideni or Towtat 
□iaraall reatding abroad 


□ Nee Immigrant or Temporary Restart 

□ Returning Resident 


JERUSALEM APARTMENT FOR SALE 

No elevator, no balconies 

If the above ara a must then stop reading now. 

If, however, you can walk up two flights (35 steps) and your 
priorities are comfort and spacB, then this 200 square metre (2.000 
sq.ft.) apartment might be for you. 

Located on a quiet street in Jerusalem's picturesque German 
colony. The apartment offers luxuries not usually found in Israel. 
... Large area living room/dining room 
... Den with built-in cupboard and drawers 

- Modern kitchen with counters and floor to ceiling cupboards — 
separate laundry room 

.. Master bedroom with bathroom and dressing room en suits. 
Complete with built-in drawers, cupboards, shoe cupboards, etc. 

- Three additional bedrooms with floor to ceiling cupboards and 
drawers 

. . Two additional full bathrooms 

... Central heating with own boiler and control separate from rest of 
building. 

Price USS375.Q00. Serious inquiries only. No agent. 

Telephone Montreal (514) 845-9929 or 
Tel Aviv (03) 219261 Lawyer Ami Giniger 


YOUR AD 
HERE 

'.v ill rr.K li .md still I :><U)(in 
ul tlur mosi nlilucnl, 
influrnf i . * I r'snlos in l)nr tvnrltl. 


For complete information and rates, call or write 
The Jerusalem Post , 110 East 59th Street, New 
York, N.Y. 10022, Telephone: (212) 355-4440. 


THE EXCAVATIONS in the “City 
of David" have raised not only un- 
usual interest, but a great deal of 
noise. The fact that things are more 
or less quiet politically at the mo- 
ment makes an incident fike this a 
very good filler for the mass media, 
and the whole thing Is therefore 
blown up out of proportion. Of 
course, in Israel, and especially in 
Jerusalem which is suoh a sensitive 
place and where there are very 
strong feelings both for and against 
religion, any event that has to do 
with a clash between religious 
authorities and the state becomes 
important, even when the original 
cause is comparatively trivial. 

When much of the propaganda 
end sheer nonsense is removed the 
controversy can be seen to be made 
up of two distinct problems. One is 
a minor and more or less objective 
one: whether there is, or even was a 
Jewish graveyard on the site. The 
other, which is far more general, is 
the clash between religious con- 
cepts and science. 

The first problem seems to have 
reached a state in which there is 
almost no possibility of giving an 
objective, true answer to it. 
Evidence of different kinds has 
been produced by the archeologists 
and the rabbinate. Much of it is 
based on surmise and speculation, 
and one has to add that, unfor- 
tunately, pious frauds in the name 
j of holy religion and even holier 
scieAce are quite familiar. Supply- 
ing evidence and suppressing 
evidence, not to mention mis- 
representing finds, has happened 
many a time before all over the 
world. This is not to imply that the 
main protagonists in the present 
quarrel are deliberately faking 
anything; but given the number and 
variety of interested parties, jour- 
nalists and helpers, such things can 
happen and must be taken into ac- 
count. It seems, therefore, that the 
objective problem will remain un- 
solved For a considerable time. 

THE MORE important problem is 
the clash between religion and 
science. Several people have ex- 
pressed it in very basic terms: 
religion says that one must not dig 
in any place where there is a Jewish 
cemetery; science says that this has 
to be done even if it upsets some 
people. This basic problem has been 
raised often before, and in Israel the 
practical conclusions have varied 
according to the political pressures 
and balances of power at any par- 
ticular time. 

The problem of the excavations 
in the City of David may also be 
resolved practically by political 
means, and eventually other news 
take its place in the popular mind. 
But if the subject is now a matter for 
debate, it should at least be debated 
honestly. Israel, like so many 
developing countries,' is suffering in 
a variety of ways from the mystique 
of science ; everything that bean the 
name or image of science becomes 
first respectable, then honourable, 
and then holy. The sanctity of 
science, for example, was 
recognized in the mid-l9th century, 
when the term "scientific 
socialism" came to be used in the 
same spirit as the adjective holy had 
been UBed some centuries before. 
When one removes the aura of 
adoration with which laymen en- 
circled the holy scientists, there re- 
mains a very simple definition of 
science — even when the term is 
used in the Israeli sense, it covers 
most of the humanists — as an 
organized, interconnected field of 
knowledge. 

1‘he only real value of science as 
such is the acquisition of more 


Roots of the 
dig dispute 


By Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz 



i s '\ ■- /-'.V 





knowledge, without any attempt to 
evaluate its utility. Knowledge in 
the search for trutp is always an im- 
portant objective, but like so many 
other important things it has to be 
compared with, and even weighed 
against, other considerations. 

Even research in medicine, which 
can possibly be regarded as the 
most valuable research of all, has to 
have certain limits. A few decades 
ago, we saw in Nazi Germany how 
“medical research" could become 
evil in every respect. In every field 
of scientific research, the matter has 
to be weighed very carefully. On the 
one hand there is knowledge 
gained, but an assessment has to be 
made of its relevance and the pur- 
pose it serves. Only then can one 
calculate what price, in money or 
other ways, is to be paid for gaining 
the particular knowledge. 

ARCHEOLOGY can possibly be 
defined as a science, but the 
knowledge gained by this discipline 
is In most cases not usable in any 
way except by other archeologists 
and historians. The value of 
archeology has to be regarded 
always as a sentimental value. 
Sometimes there is a connection 
with nationalistic sentimentality, 
but its basic appeal Is generally 
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tempt to emotional. 

ledge in The importance that archeology 
7 S an im- has acquired in Israel, becoming 
so many ulmosl n secular cult, is due to the 
ifls to be emotional nationalism it generate! 
weighed The connections with the Jewish 
ns. past, the artifacts and the broken 

ie, which walls, provide a substitute . for the 
I as the lack of a contemporary living 
ill, has to relationship. All this is highly 
decades praiseworthy. For many people, 
any how looking ut the version of Isaiah 
become found in the Judean desert gives a 
cry field greater feeling of belonging, than 
atter has reading the book in the Bible. Bui 
i- On the for all that, it is still a matter of Kn- 
owledge timent, and has to be evaluated ac- 
has to be cordingly. 
the pur- 

can one THE RELIGIOUS claim, on the other 
loney or hand, is based mainly on sentiment, 
r gaining The idea of respect for the dead 
shell of the spirit is emotionally im- 
portant to most of the world's peo- 
isibly be plea, Of course, the absence cf oked 
but the relatives weakens the sentiment, but 

Uscipline still it is almost universal to have 
e in any respect for a cemetery and to avoid 
eologists using the place except under the 
alue of greatest pressure. 

'egarded What appears to be a clash 
1 value, between science and religion can be : 
nnectlon boiled down to something which ij 

lentality, still a problem, but of a different 

generally kind — a clash between two types of 

sentimentality, one of them mainly 

nationalistic, the other mainly 
humanistic. 

It was possibly a tactical mil* 
^ guttitl take of the rabbis that they didn't 
I me?/ proclaim the invention of a neff 

science — say necropology, the 
science of graveyards. Then, after 3 
. few years, they could award a few 

gsgj degrees in this discipline, stand 

aside and leave the fight to two set* 
sw.Jta/Dl of scientists. But public relation* 

iffiW was never the strong suit of the 

Israeli Rabbinate. 

i A lot of trouble and confusion 
> • could be avoided if people looked 
for the real issue, without trying to 
<£OL l Z involve King David, the UN and the' 
p Almighty. • P 
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CONTROVERSY 


Facing up to the 
dropout problem 


Yosef Tekoah lamentsthe fact that action on Soviet 
Jewish dropouts was not taken sooner. 


ALIYA FROM THE Soviet Union 
has been one of Israel's greatest 
achievements since independence. 
The decline and fall of Soviet aliya 
has been one of Israel's greatest 
tragedies since independence. 

How much effort, tenacity and 
sacrifice have been invested 
through the years in the struggle for 
the right of Soviet Jews to join their 
people in Israel. I remember David 
Ben-Gurion telling me on the eve of 
assumption of my office as Israel’s 
Ambassador to Moscow: "Our 
diplomatic relations with the Soviet 
Union are of utmost importance. 
Do all in your power to foster them. 
Remember, however, that you are 
first and foremost Israel's emissary 
to Soviet Jewry. You must labour 
day and night to bring about their 
aliya." 

Few, very few indeed, believed in 
those days of the early Sixties that 
this was a realistic objective. It ap- 
peared to be more of a dream and a 
prayer. Yet the prayer was 
answered and the dream fulfilled. 
We were granted a wondrous, 
historic opportunity — to save 
Soviet Jewry and to give new life 
and strength and hope to Israel. But 
we, like the proverbial shlemteis, 
squandered the opportunity and 
whittled away the dream. 

As far back as November 30, 
1976, 1 wrote in The Jerusalem Pou 
under the heading “The drop-out 
threat": “Since the beginning of 
aliya Tram the USSR, I have warned 
repeatedly that the Soviet Govern- 
ment would seize every opportunity 
to free itself from the necessity to 
permit Jewish emigration... With 
the increase in the number of drop- 
outs, the Soviet authorities have 
begun to give publicity to this new 
development and to emphasize that 
Soviet Jews do not in fact want to go 
to Israel... 

“To ignore these facts and call for 
support of the drop-outs instead of 
concentrating all efforts on the 
elimination of this dangerous 
phenomenon is to disregard the in- 
terests of Soviet Jewry... 

"We must not sacrifice the Jewish 
masses of the Soviet Union foF the 
sake of a few who think nothing at 
improving their personal lot at the 
expense of so many..." 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED since 
then on this issue? Word*, words 
and more words. The successive 
Israeli governments and the Jewish 
Agency, under the leadership of the 
Labour Alignment and the Likud 
alike, were all too frequently hesi- 
tant about measures to stop the 
drop-out process. When attempts 
were made to take action, the 
Israeli authorities and the Jewish 
Agency beat hasty retreats in the 
face of opposition from Hias and 
the Joint. When the U.S. Congress 
prepared legislation declaring 
Jewish emigrants from the USSR as 
refugees, Israel's voice was absent. 

Now, that the drop-out rate is 
more than 83 per cent, now that the 
Soviet Government has almost put 
an end to Jewish emigration, now 
that aliya from the Soviet Union has 
been shattered, a new policy on 
drop-outs has finally been an- 


nounced. It is like trying to save a 
patient with a treatment denied him 
until he is well into a coma. 

However, even at thU 1 1th hour, 
it is still not certain whether the 
American Jewish organizations con- 
cerned will cooperate with the 
Jewish Agency's decision. Were 
these organizations to cooperate 
with the decision, the U.S. Govern- 
ment would not oppose it. 

THE FATE of Soviet aliya is symp- 
tomatic of two grave problems: The 
failure of the system of aliya and ab- 
sorption, especially as applied to 
immigrants from the USSR, and the 
deterioration of Israel’s relations 
with world Jewry. 

The drop-out process should have 
been arrested years ago. It could 
have been arrested by bringing all 
Jews leaving the Soviet Union on 
Israeli visas to Israel. No Jew who 
decides to emigrate from the Soviet 
Union would forgo the oppor- 
tunity to do so simply because the 
only way to emigrate is by going to 
Israel. If some would nevertheless 
opt, for this reason, to remain in the 
Soviet Union, there would be thou- 
sands of others to lake their place. 

However, the administrative ar- 
rangements in Vienna encouraging 
drop-nuts have not been the only 
cause fur the increasing number of 
Soviet Jews who those not lu 
proceed to Israel. The vicissitudes 
of absorption awaiting them in 
Israel, the difficulties in housing and 
in employment, the unfriendliness 
of officials handling immigration, 
the coolness and even animosity of 
public opinion, have all been 
reported and sometimes exag- 
gerated in countless letters sent 
by those already in Israel to their 
relatives still in the Soviet Union. 
This has had a decisive impact on 
the choice of destination by 
prospective immigrants. 

In order to revive aliya from the 
Soviet Union, it is essential not only 
to cease aiding drop-outs and 
regarding them as refugees, but to 
introduce fundamental changes in 
the system and methods of absorp- 
tion. 

THE SECOND PROBLEM 
highlighted by the breakdown in 
aliya From the Soviet Union is the 
sorry state of relations that have* 
developed in the last decade 
between Israeli leadership, both 
Alignment and Likud, and world 
Jewry. 

American Jewish leaders can be 
made to understand that Israel's 
future, its development, hs security, 
are linked in no small measure to 
continued immigration from the 
Soviet Union. Yet, thus far, we have 
failed dismally to make them un- 
derstand. In these circumstances, it 
is inevitable to feel that some 
thought must be given to the ques- 
tion of Israeli leadership, its stature 
and its relationship with world 
Jewry. . 

The author Is chancellor of Ben- 
Gurlon University of the Negev, presi- 
dent qf the Soviet Immigrants Associa- 
tion In Israel and former ambassador 
to the USSR and the UN .. , 
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— May 3, 1981 to September 6. 
1981 

0500 — OBI 5 GMT 
21710* 

21800* 

15602*/** 

1 1854* 

11637*/** 

1200- 1230 GMT 
21875* 

21600* 

17612* 

15805*** 

1 6405* 

2000 — 2030 GMT 
21495* 

170B5**” 

17645* 

15582* 

15415* 

9009* 

2230 — 2300 GMT 

21710 

15582V**** 

15415* 

1 

□815* 

0000 — 0030 GMT 

16582*/ 

1 

9815* 

OluO — 0130 GMI 
16582 •/•**•* 

11637V***** 

9815* 

0200 — 0230 GMT 



1 1637V***** 

9815* 

TARGET AREA 

* N AMERICA & W EUROPE 
“ AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
**• S E. ASIA. AUS.. NZ 
•*** AFRICA 

Kol Visrael. External Service 

POB. 1082. Jerusalem. Israel 91910 


Memo : Ronald Reagan 

THE PALESTINIAN ARABS 
can have 

Self Determination tomorrow... 


BUT KING HUSSEIN 
WONT GIVE IT TO THEM 


JORDAN is 76.9% 
of PALESTINE 


Inserted by Jordan la Palestine Committee. 
Box 2041 Grand Central Station P.O. 
Now York, N.Y. 10183 


HELP US SPREAD 
THIS IMPORTANT 
MESSAGEI 


• Cut out tins advertisement and send it to your alcieiad representative 

• Reproduce this advertisement in influential newspapers 
■ Send a donation to help pay for more advertising 



DO THIS TODAY I 

For further information contact. 
JORDAN IS PALESTINE COMMITTEE: 


AMERICA 

AUSTRALIA 

CANAOA 

ENGLAND 

FRANCE 

GERMANY 

ISRAEL 

NEW ZEALAND 
SOUTH AFRICA 


Box 2041, Grand Central Station PO. Now Voili 
NY 10163 

PODo- 190 Lmdiield 2070 NSW 

Bor 584). 562 Eglmlon Avenue Ontario 

30 Baker Street. London Wi 

18 Rue Henri Dunem 95170 Demi La Bane 

5024 PulMeim-Sinihorn Fasanenweg 7 

P.0.8 2259. Jerusalem 

P.O. Bo* 4315. Auckland 

PO Eo* 52705. Saxonwold 2132 Johannesburg 


Eli — Citizens for the Prevention of Emigration 

★ 

From the press: 

“More than half a million Israelis left the country 

from 1969 to 1979“ 

From a Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs report: 

We are waiting expectantly and insistently for the government to begin, in fact and with 
urgency, fulfilling the obligations it has undertaken in its fundamental guidelines: 


— aid to ex-servicemen 

— rental apartments for young couples and others 

— strengthening of citizens' ties to their homeland 

— encouragement of youth self-fulfilment 


P.O. Box 2404, 91 023, Jerusalem ' 

Shmuel Lahis 
Chairman, ELI 
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Anyone for Anwar? 


JOSE FERRER is being considered 
to play Anwar Sadat in Paramount 
Studio's television movie about 
Golda Meir because, despite the 
peace treaty, no Egyptian actor of 
merit is yet willing to set foot in Israel. 

“We alwuys wanted Ferrer,” said 
Gene Corman. whose production of 
Gold a, with Ingrid Bergman in the 
title role, begins Lhis week. “But 
then I thought, let's show our sup- 
port for the Egyptian- Israeli peace 
and offfcr a part to one of their ac- 
tors.” 

Stymied in his attempts to reach 
leaders of the Egyptian film industry 
by phone. Corman flew from Tel 
Aviv to Cairo and after talks 
there returned to his pre- 
production offices at Israfilm 
empty-handed and very pessimistic 
about the "normalization" of rela- 
tions. The Egyptians told him flatly 
that because of widespread opposi- 
tion to the policies of the Begin 
government, no one was willing to 
risk a boycott in the Arab world, the 
Egyptian film industry's biggest 
market, by playing the part. 

“I was sure that art. would over- 
ride politics," said Corman who, 
having already produced three films 
locally, regards himself as ‘Israel's 
flagship.' **I have always believed 
that it is the artists who are the most 
sensitive and intelligent members of 
a society, the ilite which is ahead of 
the times in its thinking. And to me, 
this seemed an absolutely perfect 
moment for the first Egyptian to act 
in Israel — recreating Anwar 
Sadat's historic trip to Jerusalem. 
But no one, 1 was assured, no one 
would a! this point consider cross- 
ing the border. 

“They were so anxious to par- 
ticipate in an American production, 
though, that they offered to com- 
promise. They suggested I bring 
Bergman to Cairo and film the seg- 
ment there. I had to remind them 


BETWEEN ACTS 
Joan Borsteri 


that history is history, and unfor- 
tunately Golda met Sadat in Israel.’’ 
_ Corman added that his discus- 
sions with four Egyptian film-makers- 
were so disheartening that he 
returned to Israel without ever hav- 
ing met with any of the character 
actors who look enough tike the 
Egyptian president to have been 
considered for the part. 
Nonetheless, he says, Anis Man- 
sour's magazine October came out 
with a story that every actor ap- 
proached had turned down the 
chance to participate in Golda. 

MIKE BURSTYN left Israel last 
week for New York and a big 
professional break. He will replace 
Jim Dale as the star of Bamum, the 
successful Broadway musical com- 
edy based on the life of P.T. Bar- 
num, founder of the Bamum and 
Bailey Circus. The show opened a 
year and a half ago to rave reviews 
and has been packing in audiences 
ever since. 

Dale, a talented British actor who 
spends the show on the trapeze, as 
well as juggling, tumbling and walk- 
ing a tight- rope, recently decided 
he'd had enough of the strenuous 
role. A long list of replacements 
were auditioned, and Burslyn was 
selected for the part. He will spend 
six weeks rehearsing, two of them 
with a professional circus, and will 
make his first appearance on Oc- 
tober II. 

PERFORMING nightly on Broadway 
means Burst yn will have to delay in- 
definitely production of the three 
TV specials he had contracted to do 
for the Dutch this year. Ironically, it 
was a contract he made during the 


three-year run of his monthly 
variety show on Dutch TV that led 
him to the lights of Broadway. 
Singer/dancer Chita Rivera, after 
appearing twice on the show, in- 
troduced Burstyn to the producers 
of Barnum last time he was in New 
York. 

Meanwhile the Hilton 
Jerusalem's Little Theatre has 
opened a new show with Mike's 
parents. Pesachke Burslyn and Lil- 
lian Lux, veterans of the Yiddish 
Theatre, are presenting An Evening 
of Jewish Theatre Cabaret. Thirty per 
cent of the show is in English, the 
rest in Yiddish. 

With the addition of this cabaret 
each Thursday night, the Little 
Theatre’s regular weekly schedule is 
rather full: on Mondays, the Freddy 
Weisgal Trio; on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, Your People are Mine\ 
and on Fridays, The Best of Shalom 
Aleichem, with Michael Schneider 
and Jerry Hyman. 

THE ISRAEL BALLET Company 
has just returned after a long tour 
abroad which included perfor- 
mances in most of the U.S.’s major 
cities and some countries in South 
America. The reviews were general- 
ly good, better in fact than what the 
company receives here when per- 
forming the same works. 

The New York Daily News wrote: 
The company is a fine, classically 
trained group that deserves a 
r ^ u J, ar 11111 ‘ n [ bis dance besotted 
city." The Washington Post, review- 
ing Serenade, wrote: "The Israel 
Ballet proved to be a young, fresh, 
energetic group with a strong col- 
lective technique and sense of 
ensemble." 

George Balanchine, the 
choreographer of Serenade , at- 
tended its performance at New 
York’s Carnegie Hall and com- 
mented that the Israeli rendition 



Mike Burstyn 


was the "best of any foreign com- 
pany" he had ever seen. He offered 
to help the company by donating 
any of his ballets they wish to per- 
form in the future. 

A R1K SINAI celebrated the release 
of his new album Shadows in the Sun 
with an informal concert 
at Ha’asam, the seaside night club 
he opened in November with Malti 
Caspi. 

While guests gorged themselves 
on hot hors d’oeuvres and huge 
quantities of fresh fruit, Sinai sang 
several numbers from the album, 
the title song of which was written 
for him by American folksinger 
Janis Ian. The two became friends 
last year when Ian visited Israel. 

Shadows in the Sun. produced by 
Caspi for CBS, is only the second 
album Sinai has recorded since hit- 
ting it big with his first-ever single 
six years ago. 

To augment his income and 
provide friends with a nice way to 
spend an evening, Sinai opened 
Hu’asam with Caspi. Locuied on the 
Tel Aviv Hilton beachfront, the 
nightclub offers members u 
programme of quiet music and old 
movies. Among those who perform 
regularly are Sinai and Caspi, Izhak 



Saul Friedlander 


Klepter (Churchill). Oshik Levy ih t 
Psirvurim, and Mikki Gabrielov. 

DIRECTOR Dan Wohlman, wto* 
last fil m H idc and Seek is now shoe- 
ing again at Tel Aviv’s Gordon 
Theatre, has begun scripting the 
movie version of Saul Friedlander'i 
autobiography When 1 Meman 
Conies. 

The movie’s co-producers, Israeli 
Amon Zuckerman and Frenchman 
Robert Kupperberg (best known for 
Mr. Klein, starring Alain Delon), 
have issued instructions that the 
screenplay focus on Friedlander'i 
childhood exclusively; much of the 
thoughtful, philosophical book, now 
available in English, deals with the 
Tel Aviv University professor’s feel- 
ings for Israel, France. Judaism and 
Christianity. 

The son of Czech Jews, 
Friedlander spent the waryearsdis- 
guised as a Catholic schoolboy in a 
French convent. He was preparing 
lor the priesthood when Germany 
whs defeated and a Jesuit helped 
him to rediscover his Jewish iden- 
tity. 

Wohlman has asked the Czech 
government Tor permission tqWm 
several scenes in -P fugue, 
Friedlander’s native city. 


AGAINST all odds, the Israel Sin- 
fonietta, Beersheba, is not only 
keeping its head above water 
but is slowly but steadily expanding 
its activities. It has by now es- 
tablished beyond doubt its position 
as one of the most reliable and 
devoted musical organizations in 
the country, never letting down its 
conductor or its public. This is due 
to a conjunction of fortunate cir- 
cumstances — an enlightened 
municipality, a prosperous and ex- 
panding community, a faithful 
audience and, above all, a dynamic 
and deeply involved musical direc- 
tor and chief conductor. 

Mendi Rodan has in the past 
forgone many attractive offers of 
engagements abroad in order to 
devote most of his time and energy 
to the improvement and develop- 


Beating the odds 


MUSIC & MUSICIANS Yohanan Boehm 


meni ol his orchestra. In programm- 
ing he has been careful not to over- 
reach the musicians' capabilities; no 
works that have been performed 
were beyond the orchestra's scope. 
His musicianship and personality 
huve inspired the members of the 
ISB to give of their best all the lime, 
and, us far as one can see from a 
distance, it is probably the happiest 
musical body in the country work- 
ing harmoniously together towards 
the common goal. 

For the coming season, the ISB is 
offering close to a hundred con- 


certs. It will be playing 10 program- 
mes at its home base, opening 
before Rosh Hashana at the Keren 
Hall. This has been chosen for 
several reasons. The programme in- 
cludes Haydn's Missa In tempore bel- 
li (Mass in Time of War), requiring 
a larger orchestra, soloists and a 
choir, for which the Conservatory 
Hall stage is much too small. As the 
Keren provides 1,200 seats against 
the Conservatory’s 420, a move to 
the larger hall will enable the 
orchestra to cut down its four sub- 
scription series to half, with more ’ 


seats available to new subscribers. 
Besides, the Sinfonietta has by now 
36 regular players (about one third 
American, one third Russian, and 
the rest Israelis, Rumanians and 
South Americans) and the inade- 
quate acoustics and the rather 
primitive stage lighting, etc. of the 
Conservatory constitute quite a 
handicap for an orchestra of (his 
size. 

It is hoped that the Keren Hall 
will be renovated and adjusted to 
the demands of the Sinfonietta, and 
that the orchestra will be able to 
move to its new location during the 
coming season. 

IN ADDITION to the Beersheba 
subscriptions, Jerusalem will have a 
series of nine ISB concerts (at the 
YMCA Auditorium), the Tel Aviv 



Mendi Rodan 

Museum six, Kfitr Sava Cultural 
Centre three, Ashkelon four and 
Kibbutz Ein Hashofet two concerts. 
Special programmes and a series of 
youth concerts are also planned. 
Each concert will be preceded, at 
19.30, by chamber music performed 
by members of the Sinfonietta. 



THERE ARE SO many "inns" and 
"pundakim” in Israel which bear no 
resemblance to the genuine article 
that it is a pleasure to find one that 
i.s really an inn. in every sense, 
What a welcome change it is to 
cnnie upon the Ein Kerem Inn, out- 
side Jerusalem, u true inn. with 
M:\en guest rooms and eating 
facilities for far more . Located at 13 
Rehov Ham.i'ajan. just a few steps 
away from the Virgin's Well in the 
picturesque village, the inn is one of 
the most beautiful eating places I 
have seen in some lime. 

No less fascinating than the old 
building housing the inn — which in 
ii.s time served as an agricultural 


Successful dream 

MATTERS OF TASTE / Halm Shapiro 

school and a film studio — are the one could call without exaggeration 
proprietors. Richard Heilman, a exquisite taste, 
former environmental lawyer from 

Washington, his wire Miriam and It was one of those rare Jerusalem 
their two teenage daughters. They evenings when the breeze is just 
contend that they happened upon warm enough to make outdoor din- 

rtinnr^ ndSOI J e .? Uld,ng 0 "l 0 *! by in B enjoyable, and we chose to have 
chance, and then proceeded to our meal in the large courtyard 

u ' f ‘ ® n ( ° ,d drcam opening a which, together with a former 

Th/s ' . • slab,e ’ eomprt*! a part or a coffee 

T h , e J. nn U0Illa,n s a series of for- shop where snacks and light meals 
niai dining rooms, furnished in what are availuble. 


CHOOSING the set dinner menu, I 
began with a fresh vegetable soup 
— a clear broth with vegetables cut 
in large -bite-size pieces, not over- 
cooked. My companion had the 
vrehyssoise, the cold potato soup. 

I followed the soup with an Ein 
„ ® a C . l l salad: a mixture of eggplant, 
P I?!? 5 lomat0 «. well-cooked 
?. b cndcd wilh olive oil. 
Meanwhile, my companion was 
disravenng the pleasure of fresh 
mint in her green salad. 

For my main course I ordered the 
Mediterranean chicken, a braised 

K »nH f h Ch u Ck< ; n L COokcd in whitc 

that lHk d H^h rbS ‘ had been warncd 
that this dish was rather spicey, but 


I did not find it so. 

I preferred my companion'* 
boeuf bourgignon which — despit* 
(he fact that the beef was a bit tough 
— was very well flavoured with * 
sauce full of fresh mushrooms. 

With the meat came honeyed car- 
rots, just a bit too sweet for my 
taste, and crisp roasted potatoes. 

Curiously, enough, my one great 
disappointment was the home-made 
peach pie. In view of the American 
background of the proprietors, I ex- 
pected something extraordinary*. 

There was a nicely balanced wine 
list but we only drank water, so the 
bill came to exactly IS270 for the 
two of us. The inn is not kosher. . 
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Verdict of the judges 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
IT IS THE considered opinion of 
New York State Supreme Court 
Justice Edward J. Greenfield that 
Israel is one of the most free, 
democratic, idealistic and impres- 
sive countries he has ever visited. 

The 18-year veteran of the court, 
who also serves as president of the 
Supreme Court Justices Association 
of New York, recently led a 12-day 
tour of New York justices 
throughout Israel at the invitation 
of the Jewish National Fund. 

Their first trip to this country had 
a double function: to see what is be- 
ing done with settlements and af- 
forestation, and to get an in-depth 
introduction to Israel's legal system. 

The verdict on both of them was 
“highly impressive," according to 
Justice Greenfield. The opinion of 
the 18 — which included one 
woman, a number of Jews, a 
Hispanic and black justices — was 
unanimous. 

Greenfield found that Israeli 
judges are of a "very high level.” 
They are all students of the law in 
the truest sense, he asserts, while 
American judges come up for elec- 
tion. Greenfield, like all other New 
York Supreme Court justices, runs 
for a first 14-ycar term. If he hasn't 
committed any breach of ethics or 
the like, he is automatically en- 
dorsed in the next election by both 
major parties. 



Justice Edgar Greenfield and his wife 
plant a tree in a JNF forest. 

The advantage of having elected 
judges, he explains, is that they are 
independent of the executive and 
legislative branches: "Many times 1 
have felt Tree to decide that an act 
of the government or of the 
legislature is unconstitutional or il- 
legal." 

Another two differences between 
the two systems arc the status of the 
rabbinical court system in Israel 
compared to the strict separation of 
church and state in the U.S., and 


the concept of judicial review in 
America, which empowers the 
courts to decide whether a law or 
action conflicts with the Constitu- 
tion. 

As to the level of justice in the 
territories and the question on the 
equality of Arabs in Israel, Justice 
Greenfield says: "I’m not in a posi- 
tion to judge." 

The 18 judges who toured Israel 
were “very jealous" of their Israeli 
counterparts, because "they get 
automatic cost-of-living increases." 
Greenfield and his colleagues have 
earned $60,000 annually for years, 
with no increase. Thus its real value 
has fallen to less than half what it 
was only a few years ago. 

He also finds that professional 
criminals are experts in what their 
rights are. 

As to what the justices saw in 
Israel, Greenfield notes that they 
were amazed by the idealism that 
exists among the common citizenry. 
“The U.S. has sunk into pervasive 
cynicism, especially among the 
younger generation. Israelis we 
found in the army, in settlements 
and even in the cities are not like 
that." 

The justices were all very moved 
by the JNF's success in turning the 
deserts green and building the new 
mini-settlements in the Galilee. 
Now. they arc deliberating on what 
they cun do to help Israel and the 
JNF when they return to the U.S. 
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Chance for a new start 


By DAVID JOROFF 
IN THE poorer sections of our 
cities and in the outlying developing 
areas one often sees teenagers idling 
their da>s and nights away. They 
spend much of their time on street 
corners: some are members of street 
gangs, most have dropped out of 
school, and many are on their way 
lu encounters with the police. Many 
of these vming people will be con- 
sidered ineligible for military ser- 
vice and will eventually become un- 
employable. 

"However, something is being 
done to correct this situation. Based 
primarily in Nahariya, the Manof 
programme is reaching out to such 
youth, having them voluntarily 
-return to an educational framework 
and helping them to prepare for life 
as active participants in Israeli 
society. 

Manof ("crane" in Hebrew) does 
not meet the usual do-gooder's con- 
ception of saving wayward youth. 
When youth first enter the pro- 
gramme, they do not hesitate to 
swear at their teachers, steal from 
each other and make trouble 
wherever they can. They are often 
loud, nuje and slovenly. Visiting the 
Manof residence shortly after 
"school opens" would be enough to 
drive most educators mad. 

Those who happen to wander 
back to see the Manof young people 
several months later find a surprise 
waiting for them. The problem 
youngsters have become pleasant, 
highly motivated members of 
society. 

What happens at Manof is no 
miracle. It is the result of the 
philosophy, planning and actions of 
both the Manof staff and the 
Hebrew University's Research In- 
stitute for Innovation in Education. 
It is also the result of a great deal of 
hard work. 

The Research Institute is an un- 


usual place and Munuf k, one ul 
several major educational projects 
presently underway. Unlike most 
imivcrsity-hased research centres, 
this group is not particularly in- 
terested in amassing huge ammims 
of data «ilh which tu file reports. 
Nearly everything about the in- 
stitute is diflercnt. Though Profes- 
sor Chaim Adler, the programme's 
director, is a sociologist, he is com- 
mitted to the view that no single 
academic discipline can encompass 
everything about the academic 
educational process. Thus, one 
finds sociologists, psychologists, 
anthropologists and educators 
working closely together. 

Even the nature or the institute’s 
work is different. It aims at under- 
taking "action research” — 
programmes that have immediate 
application, rather than research 
that culminates only in massive 
statistical and theoretical conclu- 
sions. 

Perhaps most important is the un- 
derlying philosophy which guides 
the institute's projects: that learning 
is a lifetime process, not something 
that is administered to students for a 
prescribed number or years. 

What unites the staff at the in- 
stitute is a sense of commitment to 
solving one of Israel's most serious 
domestic problems: the integration 
into the mainstream dr Israeli 
society of groups which are often 
. defined along ethnic or social lines. 
Part of the School of Education of 
the Hebrew University at 
Jerusalem, the institute was 
founded II years ago through an 
ongoing grant from the National 
Council of Jewish Women. The in- 
stitute now also receives funds from 
various international foundations 
and the Israel government. 

When consideration was being 
given to establishing the Manof 
programme five years ago, it was 


•iikiurAk-dgcd ilui ilic way in rc.it.li 
marginal youths was to establish a 
total environment tn which staff and 
young people could work together 
hi building new patterns, if learning, 
planning and thinking about life. 

Youths live in a residential centre 
a here the} are expected, vs uh the 
aid of le. idlers and eiHinseiltirs, to 
develop n i lent. a. rut ic mini-society, 
fltc re are both formal and informal 
educational programmes which in- 
volve general learning .u well as 
vocational training. 

The emphasis in all activities, 
whether in the classroom, the play- 
ing field or the living room, is on the 
development or personal respon- 
sibility and the positive attributes 
or social interaction, rather than 
merely on the completion of a given 
cuursc or task — although these too 
arc considered important. 

Youths are given the opportunity 
to fulfill various adult roles, to ex- 
periment with democratic life 
styles, to learn to accept respon- 
sibility. They work, play and grow 
together. The, 'Ultimate goal is to 
give them the , tools wilh which to 
make ihemsplves productive 
members of 1 society as well as in- 
dividuals capable of taking charge 
■of their own lives. 

Does the programme work? 
The Munof youths hove a high level 
of acceptance into the Army and. 
once there, they do well. They have 
fewer run-ins with the law than 
similar youths who did not go 
through the programme. They feel 
closer to their families, not so 
alienated from society and in 
general they feel better about 
themselves. 

As one Munof graduate put It: 'T 
used to think I was a nobody with 
no place to go. I'm still a little 
frightened about lire, but at least 1 
know that I’ve got what it takes to 
make it." 


1 ■ -'“-.FfJ 
I *A.«L' 

>1.1 

r. -'.r-AtL 


. □nr/ 

jzni! r-j 


IN ISRAEL 

takes pleasure in announcing the deduction 

of the 

NEW MDA STATION in ZEFAT 

which will serve the people uf the capital of Upper Galilee and 
its environs, and the thousands of tourists who visit the area 
the year round. 

The building was erected under the sponsorship of the 

Friends of Magen David Adorn' in South Africa 

MDA in Israel extends its heartfelt thanks to its esteemed and 
dedicated MDA Friends In South Africa, to all the other 
generous donors in South Africa, to the Zefat Municipality and 
to the Meron Hagalil Regional Council. 
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE 

Steam-from-the-sun energy deals 

By ARYEH WOLMAN a l' 1 ‘ 8 ca ^ ed ’ * s 006 °f l ^e Jacobs added that negotiations 

Jerusalem Post Reporter world s first attempts to harness are now being conducted with firms 
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E° r V h l0laJ value of , fl11 temperatures of over 200 degrees The company also will cniov a 
srael solar energy exports last centigrade and generates steam by wide range (/ U.S. tax benefits. 

J , , means of a heat exchanger. Jacobs said it would hr 

r£ n S{r s f^ r ^ ^*w«"‘roos o ra““u^ f 

m-jsa; rsrhffr 

world price fluctuations. Luz u£d°a ofol^and ?o IheVo^i Sco" fiST 8 * ‘ he con-eruation of fossil 

--s-j; , s r s r & 



Parabolic solar collector similar to those to be used by Luz 
International in supplying energy to three U.S. textile firms. (Braun] 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Jaded glitter 

P!? HL P [: !ossc 1 : *. >a»el.v incurred by the country's commercial 
n ‘ l , k . S i’l' 1 l ° l,,a ! llonJ dtfidcrs need not. so Inspector of Banks 
h;,s assured the public, threaten the stability of 
the banking system. This * ;i relief, but the expected losses which 
nu\ inhil up lo ISMJUin. — this is the esliuiate<l sum of 'bad loans" to 

h o ? h* V* ~ l , lcv . tf !' lllcl I V ss s, aBS«-'rinp. Wluil is worse, they coulil 
h.i\L been avoided with « lm| L - foresight 

N»is conclusion on]} adds insult to the injury: but then as 
uervone kn.ms. and should have remembered, speculation is n 
ou e-edge sword- For some strange reason this obvious truth has 

, m E T- 1 ,e mi ‘ ,n CllIpnl In t,,is sorr > husincs* - Israel's govern- 
u . hs which is meant not only Hie last government but the govern- 

SriS 0 " ° ne hCf ° rti thal Willwu ‘ to party 

Over a period of m U n> years it was official practice in this country 

sid iVed ' hJiret t * l "r ■' ‘ E ' Y diumond scclor lhro “» h "‘assive sub 
h mist'd ih r a-?*' 1 '- JUSI ? > ear ll *°' according to Mr. Messer 
■n r - h d J l tf t LOU, l lcd ,or a ful1 n|,e third of the country ’s 
snurc foreign reserve. More important, in granting the credits nodis- 

EStaS* 1 VCCn ,Cgilimale diamond manufacturers and 

. T, hti c l T , J b h Uli °J 1 of,he manulac,u rcrs to the economy, in terms of 
valuL added, has been rather less than the industry would have liked 

utcr^MlorkThe t** “ fw ‘ ho ™" d dlrS 

operator n t h, “ ° f the d . calcrs ’ *>* the dominant 

P T« h 0 d ‘ u b ? en nc « to nil. when not negative. 

whTrh h T ernm n 1 lhC ° nl> clcar Vantage from the faf profits in 
, h w T ml,ed i,s a resuU °f this arrangement was that it 

di !m !n U* v TfeaSUrJ m clfccl 10 keep a parl of its foreign reserve in 
‘ ^ C i. S ° ^ nlr:,nccd w erc the authorities with the slitter of 
hest stones that they also turned a blind eye to the dealer 8, secret 
transactions, and allowed them (until early this year) to keep no 
oo s and to pay virtually no income tax whatever. 

selves fir ° nS i 1 hC bank l ,two ’ en,ered into competition among them- 

h JFgC f Sharc as P° ssjb,e of the diamond trade To 
juI talc their speculative ventures, the banks were prepared to offtr ; 

° f ,hC SUPP0 “ d MUC diamonds 

rn arrange,nem ttorked satisfactorily so long as the dia- 

ro a " as Papering, and as prices were steadily r si n B But 
"Jut goes up will, sometimes, come down. The year I978 c,w 

I lond'nr! dm ' n,uri, ’. r ^ eclin « global economic reccssio” Dht- 
m-rnd prises began tailing, and they would not stop 

n i ,ghlS ’V! rc ,,ashed in lhc d “"tond capitals or the world - but 

J r ■ , l iin M- UK * e SCU ‘, ° r lsrad ’ s Ji-mond exchange, nor in the 
I rt.isurv <>ll ices m Jorum cm. Instead or drasiir-illv r-.i • u 

'V 11 ^ >" 

ktpi up j) K . supply, and m> did the commercial banks All were 
h'lpcluj thal an upturn would soon come about ' 

'Mi ll came ub.iui, however, was I'residcnl Re-ie-nrc i»h. - 
p. -l | c> w Inch Imaflv dashed all hupes. Now even the dealers and lhc 

0 licals that deal with them, know lhai all thal glitters is not dh- 

1 ,v . Hm f " ,w ' l late. Mas. dealers are in grave troi- 

ie. and many of them have already gone broke, leaving bad deb s 

f duml. I here have hcen reports of hanks seeking to dispute of theh 
Ihcir ' l*!sl l -s P ° SI * CU:n ilt cu,-rale P r 'ces. in order !« reenup some of 

I he lesson is plain, although it is hardly a novelty. Speculation is a 
don hie -ei Iced sword, and he who disregards the maxim docs so at his 
peril 


Seamen end 
coal strike 

By YA’ACOV FRIEDLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
HAIFA. — The seamen's unions 
last week called off their week-long 
strike over lhc unloading -of coal 
after a H istiidrut -sponsored agree- 
ment was reached on their pay de- 
mands. But the shipping companies 
fear that the settlement only marks 
the “end of the first round.” 
Unloading of 62,000 tons of coal 
from Australia, which arrived 
almost three weeks ago on the 
Trans-Oil Company owned bulk 
currier, Irene, has started orf 
Hadera. The shipment is for the 
new coal-fired power stulion near 
that town. 

At lust week's meeting between 
the unions, the company and the 
president of the Shipping Com- 
panies Association, under the chair- 
manship or Yisrael Kessar of the 
Histadrul labour federation's 
trade union department, the com- 
pnny agreed to pay an increment to 
the crew of the Irene “in view of the 
special conditions on the Australia- 
I srael hoal hauling run." 

•The increments are to range from 
SIG0 to $350 per month for each 
man. 

The agreement will have no bear- 
ing on the seamen's wage contract, 
and will remain in force until next 
year s contract with the companies 
"w-hich is to include a coal clause.” 

Companies Association president 
Shlomo Erel said last week he 
regretted that Trans-Oil had given 
in. He feared that this was “only 
the end of the first round” and that 
the seamen would demand similur 
bonuses for coal hauling on the 
South African line. 


Rates of exchange 

Foreign exchang* rain agalnit (hr liratl 


Shrfccl, 27.8.RI 

Cwrencjr ie 

115. dollar 12.7161 

Bririih Her ling 23.4040 

German mark 5J560 

French franc 2 134.1 

Dutch guilder 4 \ an 

Snug rrartr 3.9239 

Sncdhh krone 2.4 1M 

Danlih krone 1,6437 

Canadian dollar 10,4723 

Australian dollar 14.59]] 


Israel-Mexico joint venture 

By GALINA VROMEN quire ment that those selling know- 

Jerusalem Post Reporter how to Mexico must participate in 

tct Atm# » ,he ^vestment and risk. 

TEL AVIV. - Israelis and Mex- So. Deco teamed up with Atikim 
1 cans are establishing a vegetable — a company owned by Clal, Koor 
and dehydration company in the and Sold Bondi - which sells 
Mexican slate or Sinaloa which is agricultural and industrial know- 
expected to produce 1,700 tons of lmw and equipment. With only a 25 
dried produce a year for the Mcx- per cent interest in Deco-Atikim, 
tcun market. (he kibbutz industry radically 

The new M cxican-I srac I i reduced its financial outlays for the 
dehydration plant, Produclos project. Deco will be allowed to sell 
Desh id rat »d os del Fuerte (PDF), is out its shares to Atikim after three 
a breakthrough in joint ventures years. 

between the two countries. It has Deco will sell technological ex- 
also led to kibbutz participation in perli.se to PDF under a separate 
foreign investment. subsidiary. Deco Know-How. Deed 

The project is the only one of previously has sold its know-how to 
about 30 Israeli proposals for joint plants in Greece, Thailand, Brazil 
ventures thal the Mexican govern- and South Africa, 
ment has moved ahead on since ef- The Mexican plant will be 
lorls to foster Israeli-Mexican trade *• located on u 500-dunuin tract that 
began almost two years ago. With houses u complex of food process- 
Israel importing mostly Mexican ing industries. By next year it will 
oil, the joint venture is viewed as a produce dried onions, garlic, sweei 
way or broadening trade between pepper, peas, green beans, hot chilis 

h n t M° c ° untr,es - and parsley, Samuel Kariv, adirec- 

Under the agreement, the Israeli tor of Deeo said in a recent inter- 
company Deco-Atikim will invest view. 

$400,000 in an initial $2 million On Lhc Mexican side, the project 
Mexican project to create a firm to is being financed by Nafinsa, the 

y rale vegetables. slute development bank, Alimentos 

. , ® co \ K*bbutz Bror Hayil's del Fuerte, Mexico’s largest food 
dehydration company, could not processing company, and by 8 
meet the Mexican government’s re- group of privato farmers. 



SS l3 A^r e , rn 1 T n ' Coln5 " nd Me,lals Corporation has announced 
JahoHn^t ^ 8 a , 31 ' has * ,0 PP ed the s » le of the commemorative Ze e* 

the 70mm S’ Whl J ch 1 ,r‘ 5 l f sued " J ,car a 8°- So far - a ° me 6 ' 8##af 
ne /mum, bronze medallions have been sold. 
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Exports up for farm implements 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — There has been a 200 
per cent annual increase in export 
of agricultural implements and this 
year, Israel is expected to export 
goods worth about $20m. according 
to Raphael Ramon, the director of 
Mechanization and Technology 
Department of the Agriculture 
Ministry. 

The agricultural equipment ex- 
hibition which Agritech holds every 
two years opens at the Tel Aviv fair 
grounds on September 14. Ramon 
said that this will be the biggest ex- 
hibition of its kind in Israel, The in- 
dustry has made great strides in the 
two years since the last Agritech. 

One of the "hits" of the show is 
expected to be a new made-in-I srael 
mixer feeder wagon for cattle, made 
by the Lachish Industries company. 

This new feeder does more than 
twice as much work as previous 
models. It scoops in the raw 
material to be mixed inside the 
machine, and through an outlet in 
(he side of the machine, it dis- 
tributes the mixed food to the cat- 
tle. 

The mixer feed wagon prepares 
food for over 8,000 cattle of Moshav 
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The new mixer-feeder produced by Lachish industries 


Beer Tuvia. According to one of the 
leaders of the moshav, since this 
mixer was introduced lhc moshav- 
niks have saved considerably in the 
use of costly fodder, most of it im- 
ported. Ramon suid that one of the 
greatest qualities of the Israeli 
feeder is that it can be used Lo mix 
all types of food. 


At Kibbutz Sa’ad journalists were 
shown a new shaker machine, which 
shakes all the almonds from an al- 
mond tree. ‘This mechanical 
harvesting method docs the job in 
less than one minute with only two 
persons, instead of a longer and 
costlier period by the manual 
system. 


El Al’s charter company breaks even 

OSHUA BRILLIANT WjBW' ."^WB3KS| Interestingly. Spain, w 
usalem Post Reoorter SbSSsf turned down El A I ream 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — Political considera- 
tions have led European govern- 
ments to prohibit some charter 
(lights El A! had planned, Uriel 
Yushiv, general manager of the air- 
line's charter subsidiary, said here 
last week. 

He was speaking at a press con- 
ference in which the subsidiary — 
recently renamed Sun d'Or — 
presented its balance sheet for 1980- 
SI. The company broke even, Sun 
d’Or flying 154,000 passengers, 
compared with 70,000 in 1979-80. 

Yashiv told reporters that the 
charter company had planned to fly 
tourists from Europe to the Etzion 
air base in the Moon Valley 
northwest of Eilat. But a European 
government demanded prior con- 
sent from the Egyptians, because 
Etzion is in Sinai and is lo revert to 
Egyptian rule next spring. 

Yashiv did not identify the 
government, but another well- 
informed source said it was Ger- 
many. (The British government had 
also demanded Egyptian consent, 
but the request was presented by 




WSSggh*. 








Uriel Yashiv, managing director 
of Sun d’Or. 

Monarch and Dan Air charter air- 
lines, and not El Al.) 

El Al was forced to drop the plan 
to fly to Eilat because it had only 
Boeing 747s and 707s, which are too 
big for the city’s airport. Instead, it 
flew hundreds of passengers from 
Germany lo Ben-Gurion Airport, 
where they transferred lo Arkia 
planes. But next winter Sun d*Or 
hopes to fly directly to Eilat with the 
Boeing 737s El Al has since ac- 
quired. 


TEL AVIV STOCK EXCHANGE 

Prices supplied by Leuml Securities Corp., 18 East 48th St., New York, N.Y. 10017 ■ 
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EXCHANGE 


LESSONS 


HAIFA HOUSE EXCHANOE for London 
Flat 10-14 dayi, Sepwmbar/Ociober. Ap- 

S i, 73 Hag Si.. Haifa, Israel. Tel. 04- 


COURSES LEADING lo rabbinical ordina- 
tion. Rabbinical academy. (212) 372-31 SI. 


ml i i 


DWELLINGS 


PERSONAL 


ah i mu rn ! 


Interestingly, Spain, which had 
turned down El Al requests for n 
scheduled service to Eilat, permit- 
ted charter flights there. Every 
week Sun d'Or sends a 468-seat 
Boeing 747 to Palma de Mallorca 
and sometimes demand is so heavy 
that a ISfi-seiU Hoeing 707 is added, 
Yusiiiv suid. 

Italy, on the other hand, opposed 
El Al's plnns to operate 13 charter 
flights between Milan and Tel Aviv. 
Rome argued that such a service 
would harm Alitalia and permitted 
only six of the planned 19 flights. 
Charter (lights from Milan were 
slopped on May 31, Yashiv said. 

Despite the setbacks, the charter 
company grossed S28m. in 1980-81, 
compared with $!0.9m. the year 
before. Its 153,640 passengers in- 
cluded 30,350 Israelis, most of 
whom flew to Rumania, Spain and 
England. 

Yashiv expects Revenue for 1981- 
82 to drop because Sun d'Or does 
not fly to New York and London 
any longer. Those cities provided 60 
per cent of the company's earnings 
(some Si 7m. last year), but the 
flights competed with El Al's 
scheduled services. 


J^ IB AL EM ^ j | |f 

KIRYAT WOLFSON. Luxury, fumUhed, 2 
bedroom aparuncm. Available October 1981. 
Minimum I yew. (716) 271-0842. 

MOTZA VILLA, fu mi died, 6 room, 18.9.81- 
30.3.82. Tel. 02-519940. 

RAMAT ESHKOL 3 bedrooms for rent. Fur- 
nished. aircondiiioncr. central heating. USA 
( 212) 254-8601. 

N ETANY A lLiiX JXIir r 

NET ANY A QUALITY reasonably priced 
serviced holiday apartment*. David OifTan. 
I’.O.B. 3055. Nelanya, Tel. 053-39372. after 
hours 053-52116. 


CONEY ISLAND 
MONUMENTS 
1840 Coney Island Avenue 
Brooklyn. N.Y. 11230 

BUY DIRECT FROM 
FACTORY AND SAVE 
(212) 998-2003 
Open Sundays- 
ruv now juv mm 1 


ELAINE WEINER of Linden NJ. I miu you. 
I love you. I want you back. Love Alvin. 


REALTY 


MM Him, III, 1 


ABEL REALTY FLATS, shops. olTices. 6 
King George Street. Jerusalem. 


MATRIMONIAL 


MATRIMONIAL I NT HR NATIONAL 
AGE NO specialising in ac-idemics. 
American l-.urnpe.iii tradition, unlimited per- 
sonal sersite. discretion assured. Mr. Chetru. 
POB 7382. Jerusalem Tel. 02-234334. 


Women's Hruiiucn Ihsirihuiinn I'umpjm. 


JEWISH <flRT CPLENDRR 


'A- A 



Vz 




Wl’MI.V'iW.HU' Hi I ■- 
Tin 1 lh Month lt-ui-.h Art C alonddr 

I -ilkr •H-.- - . -I'lti- III '.'ll V 

■ .illi-.n -_JS -ti*. I-. Miuilrrh.ii Rdsvnsivin 
XT..! i)' w-. • il J 1 * '•.ir., 'liny i. *t 

l-i - .ir n...- 

..|.‘.-n-..VVHDC.l\-i'f L O'- .-Hi" '-r 
Si f'liiIJidpS-.i PA '. ‘MiT lil". 


TO ISRAEL 
Wi:uklv Group Dcpiiruifcr. 
Ch.iricrs Flights Toms HoUds 
Extensions ip Israel ^gvt't- » r 
Europe 

HOLYLANC HOLIDAYS INC. 
1 1 3 2F) Queens 0ly<l . ' 
Forest Hill:;. N Y. 1 1 St 7 5. 
(2121263 1428 
lull Free (0001 27 \ 01 10 


Best for your guests. 
Best for you. 

Whan you or your guests are coming to Boro Park— whether it 
bs lor a Bar Mitzvah, wadding. Shava Brochos, any occasion 
— sample hospitality at Its vary bast. Reserve rooms at the Park 
House Hotel. Quietly luxurious, with every amenity you could 
ask lor: 24-hour desk and telephone service, color TV In every 
room, air-conditioning, superbly modern appointments and 
facilities. Park House Hotel. Beal lor your guests. Bast lor you. 

tjftfoute YJfvtel 

1206 48Mi Stroal, Brooklyn, N.Y. *1219 

212-871-8100 

Calf or write lot free brochure 


Take advantage of The 
Jerusalem Post Information 
service. Our archives go back to 
1933. 


For detailed information write 
to: 

Jerusalem Post Archives, 
P.O.B. 81, 81000 Jerusalem 
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Rabbi Goren vs bis party 

BE u"° qucs,lon any ion « er ‘hat Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi 

Ch^R^hin £ P v m ‘ C r h, ™ €lf(as we,! “ his associate, Sephardi 
Chier Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, who has gone along with him) into a cor- 

Temo| r e °Mm h, f ? lh f ca J pai 8 n l ? have the southern slope below the 

«r k M i * dec J ared an ancien ‘ Jewish cemetery, and therefore 
out or bounds to the archeologists. mereiore 

co u nc il S li'n ; S h " OWclcar ‘ hat ,be ‘ w o supreme rabbinical bodies, the 
council and the court, by endorsing Rabbi Goren’s stand whiln 

toughening il stall further, have effectively blocked any chance of 
Sa \y h g t ^.f mi! Illan * c,eric ‘he consequences of his own folly 
n P «n? d " aS h “ P r P m P ,ed R «hbi Goren to embark on his tem- 
miink c p urse - r t™' ns a m y slcr y- The latest theory is that he was 
mainly anxious to have the Knesset amend the law that forbade both 
incumbent chief rabbis from running for re-election the next time 
round. T he means to this end. so the theory goes, was to put up a 

defeno °rn °o W c iP lod ™hodoxy. combined with a greaUhowTof 
\nu J° T R /; bbl Gorefl * fQ ™«bere noire. Rabbi Yosef 
ThJ ttas ‘he strategy, it is obvious that it has woefully misfired 
?nr.n-c a '°- lh0dC ? not bce " overly impressed with Rabbi 
whK^hJwl!^ u , n | h }.P. lcked b y some of their own far-out radicals 

P , ar,y ’ the ra hbl"s chief sponsor oven he 
- e lL**: h as now tilled resolutely against him. 

This has admittedly involved the NRP in some had 0 „a 

'attain mi**? * "if lhe y N . RP ' s Yoscr Bur 8. ‘he interior and religious 
affairs minister, who solicited from Rabbi Goren the fateful halachie 

S/ 18 * t 01 ro . ban a,! di «g' n B activity at the City of David When 

h n ? ha u ded d T n ‘ lhe NRP ’ S ^mediate impulse wosloem- 
hinisetr Vr° Tl Ordcraounder counsels prevailed, and Dr. Burg 
Dr Rn« o f 85 ? lhre ® , . 0B har Rabbi Goren’s reflection 8 
nuMir*- B nfh aPPCarS l ° h ? VC sh,fled h,s ground largely under the in- 
fey S^ Zevu ' urt H«n,mer. whose Education 
IriSlf a y • S . 1 1 authority charged with issuing licences for 

this ^ c H v i u,ion5 - 0n s is rttum fr ° m 

I* «« k ' Mr - Hammer nt first hemmed and hawed - now 
"g compromise, then proposing a decision by the Attorncy- 

G BuT Mr h! ° nC P0, !l t even ° fferln B resign his post. 

But Mr. Hammer made no bones about his distaste for Rahhi 

supreme rabSc^'^! 1 ''' ^ With ,he demon siration of 

r i b lransigcnce ' insl igatcd by Rabbi Goren Mr 

.btT: r , C,U T PCdd0Wn - He niade il P |ain * in 80 many words' that 
p P l«iu "■? P f QWS 1,01 of halflchic rulings (except in their own 
legally prescribed sphere), and (hat it is the laws (hat must determine 

Xr r "™ n, S in ,h “ ~ city S Datid M in 

„^' l ' l " d “'T ards lhe omc P ° r ch«f rabbi vary. Agudal Yisraal for 

sl^nhlari?"^ - Go™ “ mri™," “KV” 

ori^ 

n.hh - ^ ~ “ nd ,ls P'cciilioncr mk, srn, hw. 
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Next, Mr. Reagan 


i P l EARANCES8r !, ,lable to be dece P‘ ive - at times. We still do not 
BeSn ,a . b L e ‘ nformation about the talks held by Premier 

drl «n-?1 p r “ ,dc ; 1 Sadat ’ W,lh lheir m ' n 's‘erial aides, in Alexan- 
dna, apart from what was revealed by the two leaders at their con- 

SThVr 01111 P T C, ? ra " n “: NcvcrIheless th c impression gained is 
that there was. this time, again, agreement to disagree. 

whai n e ve? e A rU m nd , arT l enl01 i ■ SSUC, il is lruc - lherc was no dispute 
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Israel is 
no travel 
agency 

THE U.S. GOVERNMENT will 
continue to treat Soviet Jewish 
emigrants who choose not to go to 
Israel as refugees deserving finan- 
cial assistance, by any available 
means. 

This has been the response of 
American officials to the Jewish 
Agency's new plan to cut down on 
the number of drop-outs by no 
longer “referring” them to 
American Jewish welfare organiza- 
lions such as HIAS and the JDC 
The U.S. government, those of^ 
ficials say, finds it hard to undera- 
land why the American Jewish 
organizations should assist Soviet 
Jews in immigrating only to Israel, 
when American Jews themselves 
refuse to move to the Jewish State. 

One of the officials who offered 
this view is reported to have been 
Under-Secretary of State Walter 
Stoessel, in a conversation with Am- 
bassador Ephraim Evron last week. 

Frankly, it is hard to understand 
the U.S. officials’ failure of under- 
standing. Soviet Jews leave their 
country of origin, as everyone 
knows, on the strength of Israeli af- 
fidavits and Israeli visas, with Israel 
as their destination. TTiey leave, in 
other words, on the basis of a 
specific arrangement reached 
between the State of Israel and the 
Soviet Union. For the privilege of 
so gaining freedom, they owe Israel 
one thing: to give this country a try. 
No more, but no less. The dis- 
inclination of American Jews to 
come to Israel has nothing whatever 
to do with this. 

Were the U.S. government to 
secure From the Soviet government 
an undertuking m allow its Jewish 
citizens to leave at will, Israel would 
enthusiastically applaud. There are 
sufficient grounds for ul (cast an ef- 
fort in this direction by the U.S. 
government which, unlike Israel's, 
maintains normul diplomatic rela- 
tions with the Kremlin. All 
emigrants under such a scheme 
would deserve In he classified as 
refugees. 

But the chances of such an under- 
taking being given by the Kremlin 
arc nut very bright, as Mr. Stoessel 
must be well aware, Helsinki and all 
that not wit list anding. So that the 
only way for Soviet Jews to leave, is 
still on the strength of Israeli af- 
fidavits and Israeli visas, with Israel 
hs their destination. And that car- 
ries a certain minimal obligation — 
for the emigrants, and for American 
J ewish organizations. 

An curlier editorial commented 
that reports from Vienna suggest 
that Russian emigrants, when faced 
with the choice of the Soviet Union 
or Israel, but not the U.S. will opt 
for Israel. They will give Israel a 
chance, which is all that this 
country is asking of them. HIAS, 
however, wants more and is thereby 
p * ay H , 8 mto the hands of those in 
the Kremlin who would wish to put 
an end to the Jewish exodus 
altogether. 

The fear has long been voiced 
that if the cheating that is drop- 
pingout persists, let alone grows, as 
Jip £ een the case, it will be used by 
tne Kremlin as an excuse to justify a 
total clamp-down on the exodus of 
Jews, even of those who genuinely 
wish to go on allya. 
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READERS' LETTERS 


How Israel’s case becomes distorted abroad 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — At a recent briefing for 
American Jewish community 
leaders by an Israeli military 
spokesman, frustration reached un- 
usual heights, even for such occa- 
sions. The subject was American 
reaction to the bombing of the PLO 
targets in Beirut. General Amos 
Baram, Deputy Commander of the 
Northern Sector, described the es- 
sential components of the military 
situation at the northern border and 
the resulting need for Israel to do 
something about il. While many of 
the basic facts were known to those 
present, the details that the General 
filled in made Israel’s case a good 
deal more convincing than some of 
her friends and supporters had 
realized. And with more knowledge 
came rising frustration. 

What those around the table were 
most concerned about was Jewish 
reuction, and most especially the 
criticism of Israeli policy that comes 
from within Israel itself — from the 
niediu and opposition spokesmen. 

Clearly, there is no “solution” for 
these complaints. Deep down, those 
who voice them surely know that 
democracy is worth this and even a 
higher price. Yet what bothers them 
has a basis in political and psy- 
chological reality, and that is the 
unprecedented, or so it seems, level 
of anti-Israel feeling among western 
government officials, in the media, 


and among many individuals. The 
feeling seems rooted in, or at least 
connected to an almost obsessive 
anger at Menachem Begin, and it is 
shared by quite a few Jews who 
want to be and want to be perceived 
as liberal and generous. It’s an 
emotional reaction that has dis- 
torted thinking and made it in- 
creasingly difficult and frustrating 
to sort out and explain Israel’s real 
problems to this impatient 
audience. 

For example, against the 
background of their intense feel- 
ings, these people see anything 
critical said in Israel about the 
Begin government as reflecting 
massive popular opposition to his 
foreign policy. They don’t think 
about the possibility, perhaps even 
likelihood, that an alternative 
Israeli government would also have 
to take strong, even drastic action 
against the growing incidence and 
caliber of shelling from across the 
Lebanese border. 

Nor are they sufficiently aware 
that there is a broad consensus on 
the fundamentals of Israel’s foreign 
and security policy. Issues on which 
the United States and Israel have 
differed over the years (and 
probably still do. even under the 
Reagan administration), such as the 
disposition of the West Bank and 
Gnzu, the establishment of u Palesti- 
nian ‘■homeland," the objectives of 


RABINOWITZ OR RAVA? 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — In your issue of August 2, 
you published an article “Morality 
and self-defence." by Rabbi Louis I. 
Rnbinowitz. The rabbi, acting as a 
“moral guide." wrote that the 
bombing of the apartment complex 
in Beirut was an halachically 
justified strike and if innocent 
civilians were killed, it was fully 
justified. 

From lhe 19 4 8 War of 
Independence on, the Israeli 
Army’s conduct has been without 
precedent in all the history of war- 
fare. The attack on the village of 
Deir Yassin is just about the only 
“atrocity” ever mentioned.- In the 
bombing of the King David Hotel in 
pre-independence days, the Irgun 
warned the British to evacuate. 


That is why the bombing of the 
Bcirui apartment houses, even 
though the PLO had their offices 
there, has shocked so inanv 
American and Israeli Jews. 

In the Babylonian Talmud, Trac- 
tate Sanhedrin, il says: a man came 
to Rava and said to him. “The 
Governor of my town has ordered 
me to kill a man. And if] don’t do as 
he says, he will have me killed. 
What shall I do 0 " Rava answered. 
"Let him kill you rather than com- 
mit murder yourself. How do you 
know that your blood is redder than 
his? Perhaps his blood is redder." 

Rabinowitz or Rava — which one 
should be our moral guide? 

KARL KAPLAN 

East Brunswick, 

New Jersey. 


‘MOST ORTHODOX JEWS OPPOSE FANATICS' 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — Your leader of August 17, 
"A cultural conflict, ” gives a dis- 
torted picture of the attitude of 
Orthodox Jews to the excavations in 
the City of David. It does not lake 
cognisance of the undoubted fact 
that there is a vast section of 
Orthodox Jews — 1 believe it is even 
a majority, though I cannot prove it 
— that dissociates itself from those 
responsible for the agitation and 
violence, and it is only a fanatical 
minority which is trying to impose 
its will upon, or silence, the ma- 
jority. 

If one tenth of Lhe strictly obser- 
vant Orthodox Jews who have in- 
timated to me privately that they 


deplore this action would speak up, 
it would be clear that they con- 
stitute a list of the flower of obser- 
vant Jewry in the country. Thai they 
do not do so is because of the wave 
or extremism which is mounting and 
becoming the fashion in Israel and 
their mortal terror that they may be 
labelled — Heaven forfend! — 
“Liberals" or — perish the thought 
— even "Reform.” 

The grand principle of "Ko‘a 
d'heteira adif' (It is preferable to 
find a permissibility rather than a 
prohibition) has gone entirely by the 
board and its place has been taken 
by a spirit of new stringency. 

LOUIS RABINOWITZ 

Jerusalem. 


GERMAN YOUTH AND NAZI CRIMES 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — We are pupils of a German 
grammar school, aged 14 to 16 and 
living in the Dusseldorf area. We 
have just read a letter which ap- 
peared in The Jerusalem Post a few 
months ago. In it, M.B, Dessaur 
writes: "Yes, I still hale the 
Germans and all those who deal 
with them." 

We know that the Nazi crimes in- 
flicted unimaginable sufferings on 
the Jews. But we are astonished that 


feelings of hatred like those men- 
tioned in Dessaur’s letter are 
transferred to all Germans, even to 
young people like us. At the time of 
the Nazis, we were not yet bom and 
therefore our generation cannot be 
blamed for the Nazis’ crimes. 

We are dismayed and wonder 
what is necessary-to overcome this 
haired. MARIKE ALBERTS 
and 24 other students of 
Gymnasium Hochdahl 
Erkrath, Germany. 


the PLO and the status of 
Jerusalem, are precisely that: dif- 
ferences between the United States 
and Israel rather than between this 
or that prime minister or this or a 
past president. 

Somehow, everything these days 
seems to reduce itself to whether 
one is pro or anti Begin. Begin's 
style and some of his more con- 
troversial statements and actions 
become the subject of debaie, ob- 
scuring fundamental issues and 
putting Israel and her friends on the 
defensive. 

What can be done about it? 
Given the special problems facing 
Israel today, Israeli political leaders 
and media might just keep these 
political and psychological realities 
in mind — and this includes 
political leaders on all rides of the 
spectrum. The objective is not and 
can never be to curb the intensity of 
Israel’s political dialogue, but to 
keep reminding the world outside 
that there is a consensus on certain 
fundamentals of foreign and 
security policy — a consensus that 
is a good deal more significant than 
the feelings that swirl around the 
current prime minister. 

ROBERT B. GOLD MANN, 
Co-chairman. 

Middle East Affairs Committee, 
The Anti-Defamation League 
New York. 

ABBA EBAN’S 
‘DISCOVERY’ 

7i* the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir. — I read with stunned in- 
terest the article by Mr. Abba Eban 
entitled “Turnabout in NRP" 
(July 19) In il, he laments — how 
.ilicr the election -- ihe separation 
between the Labour Party and the 
National Religious Party, and rather 
nusialgkally longs Tor u rap pro ch- 
ine nt with the religious elements in 
Israel. He even goes so far as lo say: 
“On ihe Labour side, this involves a 
reaffirmation of our movement’s 
re spec i for the nation’s spiritual 
legacy." 

Ii is surprising to hear Mr. Eban 
utter such words when, during the 
election campaign, he told visiting 
Amencun Reform and Conser- 
vative rabbis (perhaps merely for 
foreign, not local consumption) that 
Labour aimed at “breaking the 
monopoly of the Orthodox and 
lending equal standing to non- 
. Orthodox movements in Judaism. 
This is hardly showing “respect for 
the nation's spiritual legacy." 

It is exactly because Mr. Begin 
stressed his faith in the continuity of 
Jewish religious traditions that so 
many Israelis, regardless of party, 
voted Tor him. Mr. Eban’s 
rediscovery of "the nation's 
spiritual legacy” is welcome news, 
but a bit tardy to have political im- 
pact. 

DR. MANFRED R. LEHMANN 
Nairobi (New York). 

DOUBLE STANDARDS 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir. — There is a world outcry 
when Israel kills Lebanese civilians, 
but very little response when Syria 
shells the Lebanese and practically 
no response when Israeli civilians 
are killed. 

1 feel this double standard betrays 
u subtle, deeply ingrained form of 
anti-Semitism, which relegates Jews 
to the status of non-people. 

DR. PAUL BINDELGLAS 
Phoenix, Arizona. 


DIG THAT 
CRAZY LAND! 



Most countries have enough to do coping with the problems 
of housing, education, crime, pollution, etc., etc. 

But not Israel. To those matters, plus the burden of defence 
and immigration, we add autopsies, “who is a Jew." 
"mamzerim" and now “old Jewish cemeteries and 
archaeology “ 

Ono thing’s for sure. ..there's never a dull moment. 

That’s one of the reasons why people who are interested in 
Israel can't rely on their local papers for the news. They just 
haven't enough room to report all that’s going on. 

But THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 
has. 

Flown weekly around the world. It's a window on Israel 
Why not send someone a subscription? 
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